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We  report  the  registration  of  another  limited  company 
having  for  its  object  to  deal  in  drugs  and  patent  medicines. 

No  satisfactory  explanation  has  yet  been  discovered  of  the 
cause  of  the  explosion  at  the  chemical  works  at  Manchester. 
A  much  smaller  explosion  is  reported  from  Lambeth,  occa- 
sioned by  the  breaking  of  a  Winchester  of  hydrochloric  acid. 
A  man  engaged  in  chemical  works  at  Newcastle  has  died 
from  lead  poisoning. 

A  FATAL  dispensing  accident  is  reported  from  Colney 
Hatch  Asylum,  carbolic  acid  and  water  having  been  used  in 
making  up  a  mixture  instead  of  pure  water.  The  inquest 
into  the  death  at  Leeds,  which  was  presumably  caused  by  the 
woman  taking  a  solution  of  strychnine  instead  of  pennyroyal, 
has  been  concluded,  leaving  it  doubtful  whether  this  was  due 
to  a  chemist's  error. 
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An  important  prosecution  has  been  commenced  at  Edin- 
burgh against  the  partners  in  a  limited  company  on  charges 
of  infringement  of  the  Pharmacy  Act.  The  case  was  not 
concluded  when  we  went  to  press. 


Circulars  to  the  Trade. — We  shall  be  prepared  to 
stitch  up  with  our  issue  of  Jvily  30 — and  not  again  this  year — 
suitable  circulars  as  advertisements.  We  can  guarantee  the 
perfect  circulation  of  eleven  thousand,  all  to  the  drug  trade, 
and  about  a  third  of  them  to  colonial  and  foreign  firms. 
Wholesale  houses,  manufacturers,  and  specialists  are  invited 
to  correspond  about  this  opportunity.  A  tinted  circular 
stitched  up  with  a  journal  of  the  reputation  of  The  Chemist 
AND  Druggist  is  a  most  effective  method  of  advertisement, 
and  it  will  be  found  that  it  can  be  issued  in  this  manner  at 
less  than  one-third  the  cost  of  postage. 


The  executive  committee  of  the  Chemists  and  Druggists 
Trade  Association  met  at  Birmingham,  on  Monday  last,  to 
take  into  consifleration  the  resolution  passed  at  the  London 
meeting,  on  June  17,  to  continue  the  work  of  the  Association. 
There  was  an  almost  unanimous  feeling  among  those  who 
had  taken  part  in  the  work  that  with  the  promised  income 
this  was  impracticable,  and  it  was  resolved  that  the  Associa- 
tion, which  was  now  quite  insolvent,  should  be  wound  up 
forthwith.  The  members  of  the  executive  committee  have 
to  subscribe  among  themselves  to  settle  the  few  remaining 
expenses,  and  then  the  Trade  Association,  which  has  done 
much  good  work  during  the  past  eleven  years,  will  have 
closed  its  career.  Mr.  W.  F.  Haydon  and  Mr.  H.  Glaisyer, 
who  have  respectively  filled  the  offices  of  Secretary  and 
Solicitor  of  the  Association  from  its  commencement,  and 
have  conducted  its  affairs  and  the  legal  contests  with  con- 
spicuous ability,  have  established  on  the  ruins  of  the  Asso- 
ciation a  defence  agency,  on  a  simple  commercial  basis, 
offering  to  subscribing  chemists  much  the  same  services  as 
the  Association  was  established  to  render. 


The  total  number  of  failures  in  the  United  Kingdom  up 
to  June  30  of  this  year  (according  to  the  statistics  compiled 
by  Mr.  Eichard  Seyd,  F.S.S.)  reached  2,913.  In  the  corre- 
sponding six  months  of  1886  the  number  was  2,919.  Fourteen 
chemists  and  druggists  and  five  wholesale  druggists  have 
failed  this  year  so  far.  In  1886  at  this  date  the  numbeis 
were  20  and  6  respectively. 


A  BRILLIANT  COMPANY  assembled  at  Willis's  Eooms  on 
Wednesday  evening  to  compliment  Professor  Tyndall  on  his 
retirement  from  the  chair  of  Natural  Philosophy  in  the  Royal 
Institution.  Professor  Stokes,  president  of  the  Koyal 
Society,  was  in  the  chair,  and  the  company  included  Lords 
Derby,  Bathurst,  Tliurlow,  and  Lytton,  Sir  J.  Lubbock,  Sir  II. 
Koscoe,  Sir  Lowthian  Boll,  Sir  Lyon  Playfair,  Sir  J.  Hooker, 
Dr.  Frankland,  Mr.  Crookes,  and  many  of  the  most  eminent 
representatives  of  science  and  literature.  Professor  Tyndall 
made  an  interesting  and  characteristic  speech,  recalling  in 
brief  sketches  some  incidents  of  the  thirty-four  years  during 
which  he  had  held  the  professorship  he  now  resigns.  He 
wound  up  by  an  allusion  to  his  recreation  as  an  Alpine 
climber.  "  I  have  climbed  some  difficult  mountains  in  my 
time,"  he  said,  "  and  after  strenuous  efforts  for  a  dozen  hours 
or  more  upon  ice,  rock,  and  snow,  I  have  not  unfrequently 
reached  the  top.  I  question  whether  there  is  a  joy  on  earth 
more  exhilarating  than  that  of  the  mountaineer  who,  having 
achieved  his  object,  is  able  to  afford  himself  upon  the  summit 
a  foaming  bumper  of  champagne.  But,  my  lords  and  gentle- 
men, the  hardest  climb  by  far  that  I  have  ever  accomplished 
was  that  from  the  banks  of  the  Barrow  to  the  banks  of  the 
Thames — from  the  modest  Irish  roof  under  which  I  was  born 
to  Willis's  Rooms.  Here  I  have  reached  my  mountain  top, 
and  you,  God  bless  you  !  have  given  me  a  bumper  which  no 
scientific  climber  ever  enjoyed  before." 


In  the  House  of  Commons  on  Thursday  Mr.  Picton  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  whether, 
in  April,  1886,  tenders  were  invited  for  the  supply  of  drugs 
and  sundries  to  Her  Majesty's  prisons.  Whether  the  accepted 
tender  was  at  the  rate  of  12^  per  cent,  discount  off  the 
list  of  prices  supplied  by  the  department.  Whether  one  of 
the  rejected  tenders  was  at  the  rate  of  20  per  cent,  discount. 
And  whether  the  firm  sending  in  the  lower  tender  has  been 
in  the  habit  of  supplying  several  great  hospitals,  and  furnished 
testimonials  of  competency  and  trustworthiness  from  up- 
wards of  thirty  well-known  medical  men  in  various  parts  of 
G-reat  Britain  and  Ireland  ;  and,  if  so,  whether  a  reason  can 
be  assigned  for  the  payment  of  a  price  1\  per  cent,  higher 
than  that  for  which  the  drugs  could  have  been  obtained. 

The  Home  Secretary  said  he  was  informed  by  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Prison  Commissioners  that  the  facts  were  substan- 
tially as  stated.  It  appeared  to  him  . to  be  reasonable  that  the 
Medical  Department  should  have  power  to  test  drugs,  and 
that  pure  drugs  should  be  preferred  unless  considerable  ad- 
vantage was  gained  by  not  doing  so.  He  believed  that  the 
difference  in  price  amounted  to  only  95Z.,  and  he  saw  no 
reason  for  interfering  with  the  practice  of  the  department,  es- 
pecially as  it  was  followed  in  other  departments  and  in  the 
large  hospitals. 
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Chemical  Explosion. — On  Monday  last  a  serious  ex- 
plosion occurred  on  the  premises  of  Messrs.  Fallowfield 
&  Co.,  wholesale  druggists,  35  and  36  Lower  Marsh,  Lambeth, 
whereby  two  persons  were  severely  burnt.  A  young  man, 
named  James  Cansell,  was  engaged  in  the  warehouse  corking 
a  half-gallon  glass  bottle  containing  pure  spirits  of  salts,  and 
in  knocking  the  cork  in  the  bottle  with  a  small  iron  weight 
the  latter  struck  the  bottle,  which  exploded  with  a  loud 
report,  and  the  acid  injured  the  counter  and  the  contents 
of  the  drawers  beneath.  The  force  of  the  explosion  knocked 
Cansell  backward,  but  beyond  some  slight  burns  he  did  not 
sustain  any  serious  injury.  A  fellow-workman,  named  John 
Hendrie,  was  not  so  fortunate,  as  a  quantity  of  the  acid  flew 
into  his  face  and  on  his  arms,  and  so  severely  injured  him 
that  he  had  to  be  removed  to  St.  Thomas's  Hospital. 

The  American  Sanitas  Company. — The  ordinary  general 
meeting  ot  the  shareholders  in  the  American  and  Continental 
Sanitas  Company  was  held  on  Wednesday  at  Letchford's 
Buildings,  Bethnal  Green,  Mr.  Walter  H.  Bosanquet  presiding. 
The  chairman  said  the  directors  had  been  working  with  the 
utmost  diligence  to  make  the  products  of  the  Sanitas  Com- 
pany known  in  America  and  on  the  Continent.  Mr.  Kingzett, 
the  managing  director  and  chemist  to  the  company,  had 
visited  America,  had  selected  a  site  for  a  manufactory,  and 
having  secured  the  services  of  Mr.  Woodcock  as  resident 
manager,  the  manufacture  ot  sanitas  in  America  was  started. 
There  was  every  probability  that  the  American  branch  of 
their  business,  which  the  directors  regarded  as  their  sheet- 
anchor,  would  become  very  profitable.  Sanitas  was  also 
being  advertised  on  the  Continent,  but  it  was  hardly  pro- 
bable that  the  progress  there  would  be  so  rapid  as  it  promised 
to  be  in  America.  The  report  was  adopted,  and  the  retiring 
directors  were  re-elected. 

Festivities. — Jubilee  Day  was  spent  by  the  employes  of 
Messrs.  Barclay  &  Sons  in  the  country,  at  the  invitation  of 
the  firm.  Dinner  was  ordered  and  all  arrangements  made 
several  weeks  before  at  the  George  Hotel,  Hayes,  and  an 
adjoining  field  was  secured  for  cricket.  At  9  a.m.  two  four- 
horse  brakes,  containing  about  fifty  of  the  hands,  left  Far- 
ringdon  Street,  and  proceeded,  via  Lewisham  and  Bromley,  to 
Hayes,  where  they  were  joined  by  those  who  had  come  by 
other  routes.  A  cricket  match  was  played  between  picked 
elevens  from  the  counting-house  (captained  by  Mr.  G.  R. 
Barclay)  and  warehouse  (led  by  Mr.  Bennetton).  This 
ultimately  resulted  in  a  victory  for  the  penmen  by  nine 
wickets.  At  1  p.m.  a  substantial  dinner  was  served,  to  which 
ample  justice  was  done.  Several  toasts  were  drunk,  and 
afterwards  sports  were  resumed.  Among  them  were  a  sack 
race,  which  caused  much  amusement  to  the  enlookers,  high 
and  long  jumps,  throwing  the  ball,  &c.  Prizes,  consisting  of 
sums  of  money,  were  distributed  to  the  successful  com- 
petitors by  Mrs.  G.  R.  Barclay,  and  this  brought  to  a  con- 
clusion a  most  enjoyable  day. 

On  Saturday  last,  Jane  25,  the  employes  of  Messrs.  Henry 
Marks  k.  Sons,  sponge  merchants,  45  Houndsditch,  held  their 
annual  beanfeast  at  Bast  Molesey,  Surrey.  They  were  joined 
at  dinner  by  the  members  of  the  firm,  and  a  very  enjoyable 
day  was  spent. 

Robberies  from  Wholesale  Druggists. — At  the 
Guildhall  on  June  24,  before  Alderman  Sir  J.  C.  Lawrence, 
Frederick  Whittaker,  71  Aske  Street,  Hoxton,  warehouseman, 
and  Henry  Cooke,  60  St.  Mary  Hill,  Hornsey,  traveller,  were 
charged  with  stealing  a  bottle  of  scented  olive  oil  and  three 
plaster  skins,  the  property  of  Messrs.  Evans,  Lescher&  Webb, 
60  Bartholomew  Close.  Cooke  was  further  charged  with 
stealing  four  bottles  of  perfume  and  a  quantity  of  other 
goods.  Mr.  C.  O.  Humphreys  prosecuted,  and  Mr.  E.  Beard 
defended  Cooke.  Detective-sergeant  Lawley  was  watching 
the  prosecutors'  premises  on  Thursday  night,  when  he  saw 
Whittaker  come  to  the  door  and  beckon  to  Cooke.  They 
left  the  warehouse  together,  and  each  of  them  carried  a 
parcel.  He  followed  them  to  the  Black  Horse  public-house 
in  Aldersgate  Street.  After  a  few  minutes  Cooke  left,  and 
witness  asked  AVhittaker  where  the  parcel  was  which  he 


brought  in.  He  denied  having  seen  a  parcel.  He  then 
spoke  to  the  barmaid,  and  she  produced  a  parcel  containing 
chamois  leather.  Witness  asked  her  for  the  other  one.  She 
then  went  upstairs  and  brought  down  a  parcel  containing 
scented  olive  oil.  The  officer  then  saw  Cooke  coming  from 
another  public-house  ;  he  told  him  that  he  had  seen  him  leave 
his  masters'  premises  with  a  brown  paper  parcel,  and  that  h& 
wished  to  know  what  it  contained.  Cooke  produced  a  parcel 
which  contained  two  chamois  leathers,  but  he  declined  to  say 
where  he  got  it  from.  He  took  both  into  custody.  At 
Cooke's  house  he  found  a  quantity  of  goods  that  had  been 
taken  from  his  employers'  premises.  Mr.  F.  H.  Lescher,  & 
member  of  the  firm  of  Evans,  Lescher  &  Webb,  said  that 
Whittaker  had  been  in  their  employ  for  thirty-five  years ;  he^ 
was  under-warehouseman.  Cooke  had  been  in  their  employ 
for  over  thirty  years.  The  goods  produced  belonged  to  the 
firm.  Both  men  having  pleaded  "  Guilty,"  Mr.  Humphreys- 
said  the  prosecutors  wished  to  recoaamend  them  to  the  mercy 
of  the  Court,  as  they  had  been  good  servants.  The 
Alderman  sentenced  each  prisoner  to  a  month's  imprisonment 
with  hard  labour. 

The  Perfume  Forgeries.— It  may  be  remembered  that 
early  in  1886  three  men — Lever,  Freeman,  and  Williams — 
were  arrested  and  charged  with  being  in  unlawful  po  session 
of  perfumes  bearing  labels  of  Bayley,  Atkinson,  Breiden- 
bach,  and  other  perfumers.  They  had  sold  some  to  Messrs. 
Newbery  on  the  statement  that  they  had  obtained  the  goods 
in  payment  for  advertisements  ;  but  Messrs.  Newbery's  suspi- 
cions had  been  aroused,  and  they  gave  information  which  led  to- 
the  arrest.  Subsequently  it  appeared  that  the  peifames 
were  counterfeits  by  a  man  named  Boyes,  and  on  Febru- 
ary 5, 1886,  Freeman,  Lever,  and  Williams  were  charged  with 
conspiring  to  cheat  and  defraud  by  forging  trade- marks.  Boyes, 
being  arrested  on  the  7th,  made  a  detailed  statement  at  the 
station  on  the  11th,  of  the  mode  in  which  he  had  counterfeited 
Bay  ley's  and  other  manufacturers'  perfumes.  At  the  trial 
before  the  Recorder  at  the  Old  Bailey  Boyes  was  convicted, 
the  other  prisoners  acquitted,  the  jury  appending  a  rider  to 
their  verdict,  that  Williams  must  have  thought  the  per.'uiies 
improperly  come  by.  Lever  then  brought  an  action  for 
malicious  imprisonment  against  the  prosecutor  Bayley,  which 
was  tried  before  Mr.  Justice  Grove  and  a  special  jury  on  Jan.  26, 
this  year,  resulting  in  a  verdict  in  favour  of  the  plaintiff, 
with  damages  1001.,  on  the  ground  that  proper  precautions 
were  not  taken  by  the  defendants  in  continuing  theprosecut  on 
after  Boyes's  confession.  Defendants  appealed,  and  the  case 
was  heard  in  the  Queen's  Bench  Divison  on  June  24,  before 
Mr.  Justice  Field  and  Mr.  Justice  Wills.  Mr.  Fillan  argued 
in  support  of  the  verdict,  but  the  Court  expressed  the  opinion 
that  on  the  evidence  the  verdict  was  clearly  against  the 
weight  of  evidence.  Lever  was  obviously  a  participator,  a 
colleague,  a  comrade,  in  the  fraud  of  putting  on  the  markets 
for  and  in  unison  with  those  who  made  them  these  spurious- 
imitations  of  standard  perfumes.  In  actions  for  malicious 
prosecution  the  onus  lay  on  the  plaintiff  to  prove  his  case  ; 
here  not  only  had  he  not  proved  absence  of  reasonable  cause 
and  the  presence  of  malice,  but  his  evidence  proved  the  con- 
trary— viz.,  presence  of  reasonable  cause  and  absence  of 
malice.  When  arrested  and  charged  he  had  made,  as 
fraudulent  people  of  his  sort  commonly  do,  false  and  mutually 
contradictory  statements,  and  as  regarded  Boyes's  assertion 
that  Lever  knew  nothing  about  the  fraud,  if  the  jury  at  the  Old 
Bailey  believed  Boyes,  their  Lordships  did  not,  and  Lever 
must  be  deemed  to  have  met  with  very  good  fortune  in  get- 
ting an  acquittal.  The  judgment  must  be  entered  for 
defendant  with  costs.  In  an  action  "  Lever  v.  Walker,"  for 
trespass  on  the  part  of  defendant  in  entering  plaintiff's 
house,  in  connection  with  the  above  charge,  in  which  plaintiff 
secured  a  verdict  with  one  farthing  damages,  Mr.  Fillan 
relinquished  an  obviously  desperate  attempt  to  get  a  new 
trial  on  the  ground  of  insufficiency  of  damages.  It  was 
stated  that  no  less  than  eight  actions  of  different  kinds  had 
been  or  were  being  brought  by  plaintiff  against  various 
persons,  participators  in  various  stages  of  the  above  prosecu- 
tion, for  the  various  parts  they  had  taken  therein. 

The  "Globe  Drug  Company."— At  the  Mansion  House, 
on  Monday,  George  R'Eno,  of  the  Imperial  Buildings,  Lud- 
gate  Circus,  appeared  on  remand  in  answer  to  an  adjourned 
summons  charging  him  with  having  obtained  by  false  pre- 
tences two  sums  of  51.  and  45^.  from  Michael  Joseph 
Kavanagh.    The  complainant,  it  was  stated,  replied  to  an 
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advertisement  for  a  secretary  to  a  company  called  the  Globe 
Drug  Company,  and  after  several  interviews  with  the  de- 
fendant he  was  induced  to  pay  to  him  501.  on  his  representing 
that  Bishop  Richardson,  of  the  Eeformed  Episcopal  Church 
of  America,  was  one  of  the  directors,  that  the  company  had 
manufacturing  premises  in  the  Old  Kent  Eoad,  and  that  he 
(Kavanagh)  had  been  appointed  to  the  office  of  secretary, 
not  one  of  which  representations,  it  was  alleged,  was  correct. 
Bishop  Richardson  said  that  he  replied  to  an  advertisement 
in  February  or  March,  asking  for  a  director,  and  some  time 
afterwards  he  saw  R'Bno,  who  in  answer  to  his  queries  said 
that  he  was  not  the  fruit-salt  maker,  but  belonged  to  another 
branch  of  the  family.  Witness  consented  to  become  one  of 
the  directors  of  the  company — which  he  was  told  was  to 
become  a  limited  company — conditionally  on  his  solicitor's 
approval;  but  he  neither  received  notice  of  any  meetings 
nor  attended  any.  As  soon  as  he  heard  of  Kavanagh's  case, 
however,  he  caused  his  name  to  be  withdrawn.  He  was  not 
aware  that  the  defendant  had  advertised  for  a  secretary.  He 
never  gave  his  consent  to  his  name  appearing  on  the  pro- 
spectus, although  he  had  written  stating  that  he  might 
probably  give  him  his  name.  Alderman  Gray  said  that,  so 
far  as  he  heard  the  evidence,  he  looked  upon  it  as  a  trivial 
matter.  He  did  not  think  it  was  a  case  that  should  be  sent 
for  trial.  The  solicitor  for  the  prosecution  said  that  the 
complainant  was  in  Ireland,  and  he  should  not  like  to  throw 
up  the  sponge  until  he  had  consulted  him  about  it.  There 
being  another  witness  who,  it  was  said,  had  been  similarly 
treated,  the  further  hearing  was  adjourned. 

Fatal  Dispensing  Eeeoe  at  a  Lunatic  Asylum.— On 
June  21  Dr.  G.  Danford  Thomas  held  an  inquest  at  Colney 
Hatch  Lunatic  Asylum,  touching  the  death  of  Frances  Mac- 
donald,  45  years  old,  a  patient  in  the  institution,  who  had 
died  from  the  efEects  of  poisoning.  The  deceased  had  been 
an  inmate  of  the  asylum  since  the  age  of  19,  and  had  long 
since  ceased  to  be  visited  by  any  friends.  On  the  20th  Dr. 
W.  H.  George,  the  assistant  medical  officer  in  the  women's 
department,  wrote  a  prescription  for  her.  Miss  Dixon,  the 
head  attendant,  took  the  prescription  to  the  dispenser,  Mr. 
W.  Dendy,  from  whom  she  received  in  return  a  1-ounce 
bottle,  the  contents  of  which  she  at  once  administered  to  the 
patient.  No  sooner  had  she  done  so  than  the  deceased  ex- 
claimed, "  Oh,  Miss  Dixon,  you  have  burnt  my  mouth."  Dr. 
W.  B.  Marshall,  the  medical  superintendent,  and  Dr.  George 
were  fetched,  and  they  found  the  patient  quite  insensible  and 
comatosed.  Despite  their  efforts  to  keep  her  alive,  she  expired 
from  the  efEects  of  carbolic  acid  poisoning  shortly  after  two 
in  the  afternoon.  Walter  Dendy,  a  registered  chemist  and 
druggist,  said  he  had  been  dispenser  at  the  asylum  over  six- 
teen years.  When  on  Monday  at  noon  Miss  Dixon  came  to 
him  with  the  prescription,  he  was  engaged  in  diluting  some 
carbolic  acid  for  a  lotion.  He  had  then  about  equal  quan- 
tities of  carbolic  acid  and  water  in  a  pint  measure  glass 
which  he  usually  used  as  a  water  vessel,  from  which  he  filled 
up  the  medicine  bottles.  He  immediately  proceeded  to  make 
up  Dr.  George's  prescription,  and  he  must  have  poured  the 
carbolic  acid  and  water  mixture  into  the  bottle  in  the  belief 
that  it  was  pure  water.  In  this  way  only  could  he  account 
for  the  fatal  mistake  which  had  occurred,  the  like  of  which 
had  not  before  happened  in  his  experience,  though  he  some- 
times had  to  make  up  as  many  as  200  prescriptions  daily. 
The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  "  Death  from  misadventure," 
with  the  subjoined  rider :  "  The  jurors  having  heard  in  evi- 
dence that  a  pint  measure  glass  in  the  dispensary,  usually 
containing  water  only,  was  employed  on  this  occasion  for 
mixing  carbolic  acid  and  water,  they  strongly  recommended 
that  some  distinctive  glass  or  measure  should  be  used  for  the 
latter  purpose,  and  condemn  the  practice  of  using  the  same 
glass  for  both  purposes." 

Geocbkt  and  Peovision  Exchange.— a  considerable 
portion  of  the  handsome  new  building,  St.  George's  House, 
Eastcheap,  having  been  acquired  by  a  company  for  the  pur- 
pose of  converting  it  into  a  central  place  of  business  for  the 
grocery  trade,  workmen  have  been  very  busy  during  the 
past  few  months  in  fitting  up  stalls  on  the  ground  floor. 
The  work  was  so  far  forward  on  Tuesday  as  to  warrant  a 
public  opening  ceremony,  Alderman  Sir  R.  N.  Fowler,  M.P., 
acting  in  the  principal  capacity  that  day.  The  idea  of  the 
exchange  has  nlready  been  carried  out  with  considerable 
success  in  Birmingham,  Liverpool,  and  Manchester.  Stalls 


are  provided  by  the  company,  and  those  who  take  these  fit 
them  up  in  a  manner  which  they  consider  best  suited  to  their 
business,  and  most  of  the  firms,  we  may  remark,  have  shown 
considerable  artistic  taste  in  their  fittings.  In  the  stalls 
samples  of  goods  are  deposited  with  someone  of  business 
capacity  to  look  over  them,  and  on  certain  days  of  the  week 
buyers  from  far  and  near  are  expected  to  call  in  order  to  transact 
the  whole  of  their  business  in  the  one  building.  Any- 
thing from  Yorkshire  hams  or  Brittany  butter  to 
penny  tins  of  sweets  may  be  purchased  in  the  Exchange. 
The  arrangements  of  the  concern  are  of  most  advantage 
to  firms  who  do  not  have  show  rooms  in  the  City,  but 
some  of  the  largest  houses  have  given  the  project  their  sup- 
port. The  Exchange  at  present  consists  of  three  large  rooms 
on  the  ground-floor,  one  of  these  being  solely  reserved  for 
dairy  and  farm  produce.  The  stalls  in  the  other  rooms  are 
practically  complete,  and  when  we  visited  them  the  other 
day  they  were  lively  with  sightseers,  if  not  with  buyers. 
Amongst  those  who  have  taken  stalls  are  Messrs.  Lorimer 
&  Co.,  Hargrave  Park,  N.  (Nos.  1-2a)  ;  Brooke,  Bond  &  Co., 
London  and  Liverpool  (Nos.  11  and  12)  ;  Fry  &  Soas,  London 
and  Bristol  (No.  15)  ;  Lazenby  &  Son,  Borough,  S.B.  (Nos.  19 
and  20)  ;  Cadbury  Brothers,  Birmingham  (Nos.  23  and  27)  ; 
Spratts  Patent  (Limited),  Bermondsey,  S.E.  (Nos.  46  and  47)  ; 
and  Peter  Tyrer,  Long  Lane,  S.E.  (No.  125).  Over  150  stalls 
have  already  been  let,  and  the  appearance,  on  the  whole,  is 
exceedingly  attractive,  and  should  lead  to  good  business.  In 
connection  with  the  Exchange  there  is  a  suite  of  subscription 
rooms,  which  are  intended  as  a  centre  of  information  and 
house  of  call  to  those  in  the  trade. 


probindal  gcpoi'ts. 


Items  of  news,  and  newspapers  containing  matters  of  inte- 
rest to  the  trade,  sent  to  the  Editor,  mill  much  oblige. 


LEEDS. 

The  Poisoning  Case  which  we  have  twice  reported,  came 
for  the  third  time  before  the  coroner's  jury  on  June  24.  It 
will  be  recollected  that  Sarah  Ann  Parry  (24)  died  appa- 
rently from  the  effects  of  strychnine  poisoning,  and  there  was 
evidence  to  show  that  she  had  just  taken  what  she  believed 
to  be  essence  of  pennyroyal,  and  that  she  had  bought  this 
from  the  shop  of  Mr.  Slater,  chemist,  Beeston  Eoad,  where  she 
was  served  by  a  young  man  named  Arthur  Clay.  On  the  third 
day  of  the  inquest  Mr.  H.  A.  Child  was  present  to  watch  the 
case  on  behalf  of  Arthur  Clay.  The  first  witness  called  was 
Mr.  Matthew  Shirley,  surgeon,  who  read  the  result  of  the 
post-mortem  examination  which  had  been  made  of  the  body. 

Mr.  Scattergood,  surgeon,  said  he  had  analysed  the  contents 
of  some  jars  he  received  from  Mr.  Shirley.  He  found  that  the 
stomach  contained  3  oz.  of  half-digested  food  and  a  small 
quantity  of  strychnia.  He  looked  carefully  through  the  food 
and  on  the  surface  for  any  colouring  matter,  but  found  none, 
showing  that  in  all  probability  the  strychnine  had  not  been 
taken  in  the  form  of  vermin-killer.  The  following  day  he 
received  from  the  coroner's  oflicer  a  bottle  labelled  "  Essence 
of  Pennyroyal,"  with  the  name  of  E.  H.  Smith  also  upon  it. 
The  bottle  smelt  of  peppermint  or  pennyroyal.  It  contained 
2  or  3  drops  of  colourless  liquid.  He  analysed  the  liquid,  and 
found  it  was  strychnine.  He  had  also  received  from  the 
coroner's  officer  a  bottle  labelled  "  Essence  of  Pennyroyal," 
with  the  name  of  John  Slater  upon  it.  He  examined  it,  and 
found  it  as  labelled,  pennyroyal.  He  had  no  doubt  that  the 
woman  had  died  from  strychnine  poisoning,  taken  in  the  form 
of  a  solution. 

Mr.  Slater  produced  his  prescription-books.  The  Coroner, 
after  examining  them,  said  he  found  on  almost  the  first  page 
an  entry  mentioning  liquor  strychniaj. 

Witness  explained  that  that  was  in  a  prescription  made  up 
some  time  ago.  He  himself  prepared  it  with  the  exception 
of  adding  the  strychnine.  It  was  sent  to  Mr.  Jefferson, 
Dewsbury  Road,  to  have  that  put  in.  He  had  never  had 
liquor  strychnife  in  his  shop  that  he  knew  of.  It  was  no 
doubt  common  for  chemists  to  keep  liquor  strychnia3  in  stock, 
but  it  was  very  seldom  used. 
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By  Mr.  Child :  He  had  always  found  Clay  reliable  and 
trustworthy.  Last  week  witness  stated  that  he  had  nux 
vomica  in  stock  ;  he  had  since  discovered  that  he  had  had 
none  for  twelve  months.  Smith's  shop  was  much  nearer  to 
Mrs.  Parry's  house  than  his  shop. 

Arthur  Clay  said  he  had  been  with  Mr.  Slater  fourteen 
months.  He  had  been  mostly  at  his  Malvern  Road  shop. 
Before  this  occurred  he  had  been  at  the  Beeston  Road  shop 
daily  for  two  months.  He  was  studying  to  pass  the  Pre- 
liminary examination  for  a  certificate  as  a  chemist.  The 
examination  was  in  general  knowledge,  not  in  drugs.  His 
knowledge  of  drugs  had  been  picked  up  while  he  had  been 
assistant.  He  did  not  know  anything  about  the  preparation 
of  liquor  strychnia;.  He  did  not  know  of  any  being  in  the 
shop.  On  Friday,  the  10th,  he  was  in  the  shop,  and  a  woman 
came  in  for  pennyroyal.  Mrs.  Pollard,  who  was  examined  last 
week,  was  in  the  shop  twenty  minutes  before  the  woman  who 
came  for  the  pennyroyal.  The  latter  asked  for  threepenny- 
worth  of  the  essence  of  pennyroyal.  She  handed  him  a  long 
ounce-and-a-half  bottle,  clean,  and  without  a  label.  He  mea- 
sured it  in  the  2-drachm  measure  because  the  other  two 
measures  were  dirty.  He  put  one  of  their  own  labels  on,  and 
wrapped  the  bottle  in  a  red  bill.  She  handed  him  three  pennies 
for  it.  About  three-quarters  of  an  hour  afterwards  he  heard 
that  a  woman  had  been  poisoned.  He  went  to  the  house. 
A  woman  there  told  him  that  he  had  sold  strychnine  for 
pennyroyal.  Mr.  Slater  met  them  going  to  the  house,  and 
witness  told  him  that  he  had  done  nothing  of  the  sort,  for 
he  remembered  particularly  noticing  the  label  on  the  bottle 
from  which  he  -upplied  the  woman.  On  getting  back  to  the 
shop  he  looked  to  see  if  there  was  any  poison  near  the 
pennyroyal,  but  there  was  none  witiiin  a  yard.  He  denied 
that  Mrs.  Pollard  was  just  leaving  the  shop  as  the  woman 
came  in  for  the  pennyroyal. 

By  Mr.  Child  :  He  had  been  dealing  with  drugs  about  two 
years  and  two  months  before  coming  to  Mr.  Slater's. 

Mrs.  Pollard  and  Mrs.  Dixon  were  recalled  in  reference  to 
their  evidence  as  to  what  they  saw  in  the  shop.  This  con- 
cluded the  evidence. 

Addressing  the  jury,  the  Coroner  said  they  had  the 
strongest  evidence  that  Mrs.  Parry  had  died  from  strych- 
nine-x3oisoning.  He  need  hardly  advance  any  theory  of 
suicide,  because  there  was  not  the  slightest  evidence  leaning  to 
that  conclusion.  Then,  again,  she  could  not  have  got  the 
poison  without  great  difficulty  if  she  had  wanted  to  obtain  it. 
That  raised  a  strong  presumption  that  the  liquid,  wherever  it 
was  got,  was  obtained  in  mistake  for  pennyroyal,  'which 
the  woman  intended  to  drink.  There  had  been  a  misad- 
venture somewhere.  It  might  be  that  it  was  given  through 
such  gross  and  wilful  carelessness  as  to  take  the  action 
out  of  the  class  of  misadventure  and  to  place  it  in  the  higher 
class  of  manslaughter.  There  was  no  direct  evidence  except 
the  woman's,  corroborated  by  some  of  the  witnesses,  that 
she  was  served  at  Slater's  shop.  This  was  met  on  the 
other  side  by  strong  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Slater  and  his 
assistant.  "The  latter,  so  far  as  they  knew,  was  a  respect- 
able youth,  and  ought  to  be  expected  to  tell  what  was  true. 
Both  he  and  Mr.  Slater  said  most  distinctly  that  no  strych- 
nine was  in  the  shop.  Clay  told  them  that  what  two 
witnesses  had  said  about  him  was  incorrect.  That  placed 
him  in  an  unfortunate  position  in  one  respect.  It  brought  a 
strong  issue  between  him  and  the  two  witnesses,  and  they 
had  no  reason  to  doubt  what  the  latter  had  said.  If  they 
believed  those  two  witnesses  in  preference  to  Clay,  it  raised 
the  presumption  that  other  points  in  Clay's  evidence  were 
also  untrue.  They  must  find  the  cause  of  death,  and  if  they 
had  any  doubt  as  to  whether  the  woman  bought  the  liquid  at 
Slater's,  they  must  say  so.  The  rest  would  have  to  be  left  to 
the  proper  authorities. 

The  jury  then  retired  to  consider  their  verdict.  They 
returned,  after  an  absence  of  fifty- five  minutes,  and  presented 
the  following  verdict  to  the  Coroner : — "  1.  We  all  believe 
that  the  deceased  went  to  Mr.  Slater's  for  the  pennyroyal. 
2.  That  what  she  received  from  Mr.  Slater's  young  man  pro- 
duced death.  3.  Owing  to  the  contradiction  of  Arthur  Clay 
and  Mr.  Slater  the  jury  are  unable  to  come  to  any  definite 
verdict  as  to  misadventure  or  otherwise,  and  suggest  that  the 
case  is  a  proper  one  for  inquiry  by  the  magistrates  as  to 
whether  there  is  evidence  for  committal." 


MANCHESTER. 

The  Explosion  at  Chemical  Woeks. — On  June  24  the 
Deputy  Coroner  Mr.  S.  Snell,  commenced  an  inquiry  into  the 
circumstances  attending  the  death  of  James  Martin,  who  was 
killed  by  the  explosion  at  the  works  of  Messrs.  Roberts,  Dale 
&  Co.,  in  Cornbrook.  Mr.  Yates  appeared  for  the  owners  of 
the  works.  It  was  stated  that  Colonel  Majendie  had  come 
down,  and  had  offered  to  make  inquiries  with  the  assistance 
of  the  chemist  appointed  by  the  Home  Secretary,  and  report 
at  some  future  day. 

Mr.  Yates  said  he  hoped  before  they  settled  upon  the 
date  for  adjournment  the  Coroner  would  hear  what  he  had 
to  say.  Messrs.  Roberts,  Dale  &  Co.  deeply  regretted  the 
explosion,  the  more  so  because  they  had  lost  one  of  their 
most  valued  servants  in  the  man  who  had  been  killed.  His 
clients  were  present  at  the  inquest  to  render  the  court  and 
Colonel  Majendie  every  assistance  in  their  power.  To  them 
the  cause  of  the  explosion  was  wholly  unintelligible,  because 
they  had  never  manufactured  explosives  nor  kept  anything 
upon  the  premises  which  would  explode.  They  had  manufac- 
tured picric  acid  in  this  shed  for  thirty  years  without  danger 
or  injury  to  anybody.  The  newspapers  had  complained  of 
the  reticence  of  Messrs.  Roberts  and  Dale  on  the  day  of  the 
explosion,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  they  were  so  excited  that 
they  scarcely  knew  what  they  said.  They  had  felt  the 
remarks  of  the  newspapers  as  to  their  reticence  very  much, 
and  they  were  there  at  the  inquiry  to  give  every  assistance 
in  their  power  to  enable  the  court  to  arrive  at  a  right 
result  as  to  the  cause  of  the  explosion. 

After  some  further  preliminary  discussion  the  jury  went  to 
view  the  body  and  inspect  the  scene  of  the  explosion.  On 
returning  the  wife  of  deceased  first  gave  evidence.  The  next 
witness  was  Peter  Heald,  jun.,  a  mechanic  in  the  employ- 
ment of  Messrs.  Roberts,  Dale  &  Co.,  who  was  working 
there  on  Wednesday  morning.  When  he  heard  that  a  fire  had 
broken  out  he  went  at  once  to  get  his  belt.  He  attached  a 
hose  to  the  water  plug,  and  the  deceased  went  and  held  the 
jet  in  the  road  just  under  the  window  where  the  picric 
stove  was.  All  that  part  of  the  yard  was  covered  with  sheds. 
The  deceased  spoke  to  witness  about  getting  a  ladder,  and 
witness  turned  away,  and  immediately  heard  an  explosion, 
and  then  saw  the  deceased  apparently  in  the  act  of  following 
him.  Witness  was  running  away  and  watching  the  things 
flying  about  him  when  the  second  explosion  took  place. 
Witness  had  then  got  about  twenty  yards  away,  and  when  he 
turned  round  the  whole  works  appeared  to  have  been  blown 
up,  and  he  could  see  nothing  but  a  black  fog.  The  picric 
stove  was  not  blown  up  by  the  first  explosion.  In  the 
shed  where  the  fire  took  place  picric  acid,  nitrate  of  lead,  tin 
crystals,  and,  he  believed,  aqua  fortis  were  kept.  The  picric 
acid  was  kept  in  tubs  and  stone  tanks,  and  was  dried  in  the 
tank  in  bags  after  having  been  dried  as  much  as  possible  in  a 
"  whizzer."  The  nitrate  of  lead  was  in  stone  tanks  to 
crystallise,  and  the  crystals  were  kept  on  stone  shelves. 
Manchester  brown  was  also  kept  in  those  sheds,  as  well  as 
yellow,  and  sometimes  aurine.  On  previous  occasions  he  had 
seen  fires  in  the  same  place.  From  the  time  he  heard  the 
alarm  to  the  time  of  the  explosion  about  three  minutes 
elapsed.  There  was  no  water  thrown  on  the  place  before  the 
explosion. 

Joseph  Dean,  storekeeper  at  Messrs.  Roberts,  Dale  &  Co.'a 
works,  saw  the  fire  before  the  first  explosion,  and  it  appeared 
to  him  to  be  about  five  yards  distant  from  the  stove  and  near 
to  the  nitrate  of  lead  tanks,  which  were  together  in  the 
centre  of  the  sheds.  The  lire  appeared  to  be  on  the  floor,  and 
was  close  to  some  nitrate  of  lead  refuse  which  was  a  wet 
pulp,  kept  in  open  casks.  Witness  went  inside  the  shed  and 
stood  about  four  yards  from  the  fire  and  close  to  the  picric 
stove.  The  fire  seemed  to  be  floating  about.  He  had  seen 
similar  fires  before,  but  not  so  large  as  on  this  occasion.  At 
the  previous  times  the  fire  had  been  in  the  picric  acid  stove. 
The  flames  were  of  a  bluish  colour  and  looked  as  if  some 
sulphur  was  burning.  The  floor  on  which  the  fire  was  was_a 
clay  or  gravel  floor,  and  formerly  small  quantities  of  picric 
acid  might  have  been  spilled  on  it.  One  of  the  previous  fires 
was  attributed  to  the  men  smoking,  and  that  was  strictly 
prohibited.  When  he  first  went  across  to  that  part  where  the 
accident  happened  a  man  named  Hyde  had  his  pipe  lighted. 
Witness  spoke  to  him,  and  Hyde,  who  was  ready  to  go  home, 
pulled  the  pipe  out  of  his  mouth.    Directly  afterwards  Hyde 
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left  the  works.  To  light  his  pipe  he  would  have  to  use  a 
match,  and  witness  heard  the  stove  door  closed  just  before 
Hyde  emerged  from  the  building  smoking  his  pipe.  Hyde 
was  not  drunk,  but  had  apparently  had  a  glass  or  two.  The 
men  sometimes  went  to  the  Pomona  Gardens  for  a  drink,  but 
they  were  fmed  if  they  brought  drink  on  the  premises. 

Stephen  Logan,  who  had  been  working  with  Hyde,  and 
Hyde  himself  also  gave  evidence.  Both  denied  that  any  pipe 
had  been  lit  on  the  premises.  The  inquiry  was  adjourned  till 
July  24.  A  statement  has  been  issued  by  Messrs.  Roberts, 
Dale  &  Co.,  saying  that  they  neither  make  nor  use 
nitroglycerine,  nor  any  other  substance  which  they  believe  to 
be  an  explosive,  and  are  wholly  unable  to  account  for  the 
disaster.  As  illustrating  the  force  of  the  explosion,  it  is 
mentioned  that  a  donkey  engine,  two  tons  in  weight,  was 
blown  thirty  yards  from  its  foundation,  and  two  holes,  20 
yards  wide  and  15  feet  deep,  were  ploughed  into  the  ground. 
At  Pomona  Palace  it  is  estimated  that  three  acres  of  glass 
have  been  destroyed,  and  some  of  the  pillars  supporting  the 
roof  are  driven  deeper  into  the  ground ;  whilst  on  the  other 
hand  portions  of  the  floors  were  uplifted. 


NEWCASTLE. 

Lead-poisoning. — Joseph  Green,  employed  in  the  manu- 
facture of  green  paint  at  the  works  of  Messrs.  Holmes  &  Sons, 
Ouseburn,  died  last  week,  apparently  from  lead-poisoning. 
An  inquest  was  held  on  Saturday,  at  which  Albert  Boswell, 
foreman,  stated  that  Green  had  been  employed,  off  and  on,  in 
the  green  paint  sieve  for  the  past  six  months.  The  work  was 
harmless,  there  being  only  a  small  proportion  of  lead  used  in 
the  manufacture  of  the  green  paint.  Robt.  M.  Brown, 
surgeon  at  the  Newcastle  Dispensary,  said  that  he  saw  Green 
at  noon  on  Wednesday.  He  was  unconscious  and  restless, 
and  occasionally  convulsed.  There  was  a  blue  line  at  the 
junction  of  his  teeth  and  gums,  which  sign  was  indicative  of 
lead-poisoning.  He  had  been  suffering  from  chronic  lead- 
poisoning  for  some  time.  The  jury  found  that  Green  died 
from  the  effects  of  lead-poisoning. 


NOTTINGHAM. 

SiNGULAE  Case  of  Poisoning. — A  singular  occurrence 
■was  investigated  by  the  Nottingham  Coroner  on  June  24.  A 
jury  had  been  summoned  to  inquire  into  the  death  of  a  man 
who  had  committed  suicide  by  hanging.  Half  an  hour  before 
the  inquest  commenced,  Arthur  Ball,  landlord  of  the  house 
where  the  coroner's  court  was  held,  died,  and  his  death  also 
formed  the  subject  of  inquiry.  It  appeared  that  Ball  had 
been  drinking  heavily,  and,  while  intoxicated,  bit  through  a 
packet  of  rat-poison.  His  wife,  observing  the  matter,  stopped 
him  ;  but  Ball  died  from  the  effects  of  poison.  The  jury 
returned  a  verdict  that  Ball  died  from  poison,  inadvertently 
taken,  while  suffering  from  the  effects  of  drinlj. 
I.   

''■:^JIEFFIELD. 

Sir  William  Christopher  Leng. — We  mentioned  last 
week  that  the  gentleman  named  at  the  head  of  this  paragraph 
commenced  his  career  as  a  chemist  and  druggist.  Our 
Sheffield  correspondent  has  interviewed  Sir  William  on  this 
point,  and  has  collected  the  following  details  : — 

At  the  age  of  seventeen  Mr.  Leng  was  apprenticed  to  Mr. 
Fulham,  wholesale  druggist  and  drysaiter,  Hull.  In  the 
second  year  of  his  apprenticeship  he  was  appointed  town 
traveller.  In  this  capacity  the  qualities  which  have  since 
done  so  much  for  the  Sheffield  Daily  Telegraph  enabled  him 
to  achieve  a  very  considerable  success.  His  term  of  appren- 
ticeship having  expired,  however,  he  thought  he  might  do 
much  better  for  himself  than  for  his  employer,  and,  acting 
on  this  instinct,  he  commenced  business  in  Hull,  doing  a 
mixed  wholesale  and  retail  trade.  The  friends  he  had  made 
served  him  in  good  stead,  and  a  business  standing  was  soon 
secured. 

Now,  however,  he  began  to  find  that  the  mere  buying  and 
selling  of  drugs  did  not  afford  sufficient  variety  for  his 
versatile  nature.  He  accordingly  began  to  write  articles  for 
the  local  papers,  and  so  well  did  these  take  that  he  began  to 
look  on  business  with  a  somewhat  philosophical  contempt. 
Would  that  some  of  our  "  cutting  ''  neighbours  would  take  a 


lesson  from  the  following  example  of  Mr.  Leng's  feelings  at 
this  period. 

\Enter  lady  customer  tvith  a  j'TCScrijJtioii.'] 

"  I  should  like  half  quantity  of  this  mixture  made  up,  Mr 
Leng." 

Mr.  Leng :  "  You  had  better  have  full  quantity.  It  will 
cost  the  same." 

L.  C. :  "  Oh !  I  can  get  it  made  up  at  half  the  cost  at 
Alderman  's." 

Mr.  Leng  :  "  Probably.  Alderman  is  a  shipowner  and  a 

wealthy  man." 

L.  C. :  "  Some  people  are  very  independent." 

Mr.  Leng :  "  It's  a  comfortable  feeling,  madam."  \_Exit 
lady  customer.'] 

The  fun  which  can  be  enjoyed  with  impunity  by  anonymous 
correspondents  was  not  wanting  in  Mr.  Leng's  experience. 
A  gentleman  with  whom  he  had  had  a  very  close  business 
connection,  and  who  was  not  over  scrupulous  in  his  political 
transactions,  was  the  victim.  It  was  in  the  time  of  the 
Derby-Disraeli  Reform  Bill.  A  monster  petition  with  some 
miles  of  signatures  had  been  got  ready  for  presentation  to 
the  House  of  Commons.  The  gentleman  in  question  managed 
somehow  to  utilise  the  signatures  for  a  purpose  quite  opposed 
to  the  intention  of  the  originators  of  the  petition.  Mr.  Leng 
got  wind  of  this,  and  the  result  was  an  article  which  confined 
the  subject  of  it  to  his  room  for  some  three  days.  That 
such  a  scathing  article  should  originate  in  a  chemist's  back 
shop  was  never  dreamt  of. 

During  the  eleven  years  in  which  he  carried  on  business  in 
Hull  his  brother,  Mr.  John  Leng,  editor  of  the  Dundee  Adver- 
tiser, brought  continual  pressure  to  bear  on  him  with  the  object 
of  tempting  him  to  forsake  pills  for  press-work.  At  this  time 
he  wrote  the  foreign  articles  for  the  Dundee  Advertiser,  and 
ultimately,  his  brother^having  made  him  a  handsome  offer,  he 
severed  his  connection  with  the  drug  trade,  and  threw  all  his 
energy  into  the  work  for  which  he  has  since  proved  himself 
so  eminently  fitted. 

Mr.  Leng  is  now  over  sixty  years  of  age,  having  been  born 
in  1825.  It  was  in  1859  that  he  left  the  drug  trade,  and  five 
years  later  when  he  came  to  Sheffield.  His  first  public  service 
there  was  the  investigation  and  exposure,  at  great  personal 
risk,  of  the  system  of  trades-union  outrages  which  at  the 
time  disgraced  Sheffield.  For  these  services  he  was  presented 
by  the  public  with  his  portrait  and  a  purse  of  six  hundred 
guineas.  His  vigorous  articles  on  overloading  and  foundering 
of  vessels  are  said  to  have  first  influenced  Mr.  Plimsoll  to 
take  up  the  subject,  as  he  did  with  such  startling  effect.  To 
the  influence  of  his  paper  is  largely  attributed  the  ccnversion. 
of  Sheffield  from  radical  to  conservative  opinions. 


SCOTLAND. 

Edinburgh. 

Messrs.  Symington  &  Fraser,  of  Dundas  Street,  have  pur- 
chased the  business  carried  on  for  the  last  nine  years  by 
Mr.  A.  Gibson  Dick,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  at  1  Lynedoch 
Place,  and  will  carry  it  on  as  a  branch. 

Chemists'  Assistants  and  Apprentices'  Association. 
— The  first  of  the  series  of  botanical  excursions  which  have 
been  arranged  for  the  season  by  the  committee  of  the  Asso- 
ciation took  place  on  Wednesday  evening,  June  22.  The 
place  chosen  for  exploration  was  Colinton  Dell.  A  goodly 
number  of  members  assembled  at  the  Princes  Street  station 
in  time  for  the  8,30  train  to  Colinton.  The  Dell  is  at  present 
very  rich  in  floral  beauty,  and  the  excursionists  found  abun- 
dant occupation  for  their  time  before  the  shades  of  evening 
fell.  The  return  journey  was  made  by  road.  The  outing  was 
much  enjoyed. 


Arsenic  Wafers  are  now  sold  in  New  York,  and  are 
bought  by  youog  ladies  for  the  complexion.  The  attention 
of  the  Board  of  Health  has  been  directed  to  them,  and  their 
medical  officer.  Dr.  Edson,  having  analysed  them,  reports  that 
they  do  contain  arsenic,  but  in  such  small  quantities  as  to  do 
no  harm,  and  leaving  him  in  doubt  as  to  whether  aprcse- 
cution  under  the  Sanitary  Code  will  be  sustained  by  the 
Courts.  Dr.  Edson  does  not  think  that  the  wafers  will  work 
any  great  injury  unless  they  are  taken  in  much  larger  quan- 
tities than  the  regularly  advertised  dose. 
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DISSOLUTION. 


Final  Meeting  op  the  Executive  Committee. 

A MEETING  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Chemists 
and  Druggists'  Trade  Association  was  held  on  Monday, 
Jane  27,  at  the  ofHces,  Burlington  Chambers,  New  Street, 
Birmingham.  The  members  present  were,  Mr.  W.  G.  Cross 
(Shrewsbury),  President ;  Mr.  Joseph  Maltby  (Lincoln),  Vice- 
President  ;  Mr.  W.  T.  Holdsworth  (Birmingham),  Treasurer  ; 
Messrs.  Thomas  Barclay  (Birmingham),  C.  B.  Bell  (Hull), 
Henry  Chapman  (Scarborough),  11.  Hampson  (London),  W. 
Jervis  (Sheffield),  William  Jones  (Birmingham).  Mr.  Glaisyer, 
Solicitor  to  the  Association,  and  Mr.  Haydon,  the  Secretary, 
were  also  present.  After  some  private  business  had  been 
transacted,  a  resolution  was  passed  to  admit  a  representative 
from  The  Chemist  and  Druggist. 

Letters  peom  Members. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  C.  J.  Arblaster  to  the  effect 
that,  finding  his  notice  of  resignation  as  a  member  of  the 
executive  was  only  thought  to  apply  to  his  post  of  Hon.  Sec, 
he  now  begged  to  say  that  he  declined  to  serve  on  the 
executive. 

Mr.  Symes,  of  Liverpool,  wrote  to  say  he  could  not  attend 
on  account  of  business  engagements.  He  was  still  of  opinion 
that  it  was  impracticable  to  carry  out  the  resolution  passed 
at  the  special  meeting  in  London.  That  resolution  recom- 
mended them  to  try  what  could  be  done  for  another  twelve 
months  by  doubling  their  subscriptions.  Every  member  of 
the  executive  knew  that  they  had  been  face  to  face  with  this 
position  for  two  or  more  years,  and  that  they  had  been  doing 
their  best  to  meet  it,  with  the  too  well-known  result.  If  it 
could  be  shown  that  there  were  some  specially  favourable 
conditions  about  to  operate  during  the  coming  year,  there 
might  be  some  grounds  for  even  a  forlorn  hope,  but  he  was 
not  aware  of  any.  It  was  mentioned  that  the  majority  of 
the  executive  who  voted  for  winding  up  the  Association  was 
exceedingly  small ;  but  if  his  memory  served  him  correctly 
there  were  several  who  did  not  vote,  chiefly  on  account  of  the 
exact  form  of  the  resolution,  and  not  on  account  of  the  result 
involved.  But  for  this  the  majority  would  have  been  larger. 
In  fact,  every  member  of  the  executive  must  be  aware  that 
on  existing  lines,  and  with  a  half-guinea  subscription  of 
about  1,400  members,  the  Association  could  not  go  on.  They 
aU  regretted  the  fact,  and  this  regret  was  so  strong  that  it 
became  a  sentiment,  and  tended  to  obscure  their  better  and 
sounder  judgment.  In  his  opinion  the  Association  was  dead, 
and  he  recommended  them  to  cremate  it  and  preserve  its 
ashes.  If  afterwards  the  necessity  asserted  itself,  a  new 
association  might  arise  from  those  ashes,  more  useful  and 
more  powerful  than  its  parent. 

Mr.  John  Harrison,  of  Sunderland,  wrote  in  a  similar 
strain.  He  remarked  that  the  trade  failed  to  recognise  the 
necessity  for  their  existence,  and  as  a  matter  of  course  did 
not  go  with  them.  He  laid  little  stress  on  the  tall  talk  of 
some  of  the  speakers  at  their  last  meeting,  but  he  did  lay 
very  seriously  to  heart  the  fact  that  in  a  city  where  chemists 
numbered  1,200  only  some  twenty  could  be  found  to  attend 
the  meeting  to  prevent  their  extinction,  and  very  few  of 
these  could  be  considered  to  represent  anyone  beyond  them- 
selves. He  was  in  favour  of  the  necessary  steps  being  taken 
.to  wind  up  the  Association,  and  the  present  time  was 
eminently  suitable  for  that  purpose,  as  they  had  now  in  a 
fashion  completed  their  year,  and  the  members  had  no 
further  claim  upon  them. 

Mr.  Geo.  Walker  (Walker,  Troke  &  Co.),  of  London,  wrote 
that  he  would  be  pleased  to  act  on  the  executive  if  any 
viodus  -Vivendi  could  be  found,  but  personally  he  thought, 
with  the  painfully  inadequate  response  made  to  the  applica- 
tions by  the  trade,  it  was  not  practicable  to  go  on.  Cer- 
tainly the  members  of  the  executive  would  have  to  be 
reduced,  and  as  Scotland  seemed  to  take  so  little  interest  in 
the  Society  (judged  by  its  subscription  list),  the  Scotch 
names  might  fairly  be  withdrawn,  and  also  the  representatives 
for  any  other  districts  considered  to  be  over-represented.  I 


So  far  as  he  could  see,  the  only  course  to  be  adopted  in  view 
of  the  London  resolution  was  to  appeal  to  the  local 
secretaries  and  also  those  present  at  the  meeting  (whether 
local  secretaries  or  not)  to  make  another  canvass,  and  if  by  a 
fixed  date — say  August  1  or  31 — the  l.OOOZ.  was  not  forth- 
coming, let  the  Association  expire  by  effluxion  of  time. 

Mr.  Fredk.  Andrews,  of  London,  wrote  that  it  was  evident 
that  the  Association  was  in  a  very  critical  state,  as  many  of 
those  who  had  promised  to  pay  the  IQs.  6d.  per  annum  would 
probably  say  it  was  contingent  upon  expenses  being  mate- 
rially reduced.  This  was  absolutely  necessary  on  every 
ground,  and  it  would  be  one  of  the  first  duties  of  the  com- 
mittee to  see  how  that  could  best  be  done.  He  should  be 
very  pleased  to  serve  on  the  committee  again,  but  the 
working  of  the  Association  should  be  in  as  few  hands  as 
possible.  In  his  opinion  the  executive  was  too  large.  There 
should  be  a  general  committee  as  large  and  as  representative 
as  possible,  but  the  working  bees  not  too  numerous.  He 
would  add  what  he  had  said  before,  that  some  kind  of 
prominence  ought  to  be  given  to  London,  to  endeavour  to 
satisfy  wishes  that  he  had  heard  expressed  again  and  again. 
Could  not  the  Vice-President  and  Hon.  Secretary  be 
Cockneys  ? 

Mr.  Jas.  Mackenzie  (Edinburgh)  wrote  suggesting  a  re- 
duction of  expenses,  and  that  only  members  should  be 
defended,  and  generally  that  the  efforts  of  every  member  of 
the  executive  should  be  put  forth  to  see  whether  the  Associa- 
tion was  really  wanted  by  the  trade;  also  that  a  strongly 
worded  circular  be  sent  to  all  local  secretaries  in  order  that 
means  might  be  at  once  taken  to  enter  new  members.  For 
Scotland  he  feared  that  their  different  circumstances  would 
be  more  against  them,  unless  they  made  up  their  minds  ta 
rouse  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  undertake  more  of  its 
real  duty  to  its  members. 

Mr.  George  H.  Laird,  of  Edinburgh,  suggested  that  local 
secretaries  and  members  should  do  all  in  their  power  to  get 
new  members.  He  was  not  at  all  sanguine  as  to  the  result. 
It  was  very  hard  work  to  get  5s.,  but  it  would  be  something 
like  impossible,  he  feared,  to  get  10s.  6d. 

Mr.  Owen  Jones,  of  Llanwrst,  wrote  to  the  effect  that  it 
appeared  to  him  that  those  gentlemen  who  were  foremost  in 
advocating  and  starting  the  Association  from  its  commence- 
ment were  now  determined  to  abandon  all  efforts  towards 
placing  it  on  a  new  and  sound  basis.  Why  not  issue  circulars 
to  the  1,400  who  were  willing  to  become  10*.  Qd.  subscribers, 
calling  for  the  money  which  would  be  due  on  the  1st  of  next 
month,  appoint  a  treasurer  instead  of  Mr.  Holdsworth  to 
sign  cheques  and  receive  money  ?  He  was  quite  willing  to 
canvass,  and  at  his  own  expense,  if  he  was  not  successful. 
"  For  goodness  sake,"  he  added,  "  do  not  kill  the  Association 
before  it  is  dead  to  please  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  or 
anyone  else." 

Mr.  Crook,  of  Eastbourne,  wrote  that  he  was  strongly  in 
favour  of  carrying  on,  and  if  possible  extending,  the  work  of 
the  Association.  He  was  of  opinion  that  a  canvass  of  each 
district  by  the  local  secretaries,  with  the  authority  of  the 
executive,  would  result  in  a  large  accession  of  strength. 

The  Song  of  the  Swan. 

The  President  said :  It  is  with  feelings  of  considerable 
regret  that  I  now  rise  to  move  a  resolution,  the  contents  of 
which  we  have  carefully  talked  over  between  ourselves,  and  I 
am  sorry  it  falls  to  my  lot  as  your  President  to  have  to  move  a 
resolution  of  this  kind.  Believe  me,  if  I  saw  my  way  out  of  it 
in  any  way  at  all,  I  should  be  the  very  last  man  to  propose  it. 
If  by  any  exertion  of  mine  or  any  stimulating  process  I  could 
apply  to  my  friends,  who  are  somewhat  stronger  than  myself, 
I  could  avoid  coming  to  the  conclusion  that  I  have  been  com- 
pelled to  come  to,  I  should  have  been  most  happy  to  have 
used  those  exertions  or  applied  those  stimulants.  But  at  the 
same  time,  taking  the  history  of  this  question,  which  is  so 
recent  in  the  mind  of  us  all,  too  recent  to  need  any  recapitula- 
tion from  me,  I  feel  with  my  colleagues  that  the  course  which 
we  propose  to  adopt  to-day  is  the  inevitable  one.    It  is  this  : 

That  the  executive,  haviag  carefully  considered  iu  all  its  bearings  the 
practical  effect  of  the  resolution  passed  at  the  special  general 
meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Association  held  iu  Loudon  on 
June  17  inst.,  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  absolutely  impracticable  to 
continue  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  Association,  aud  they  there- 
fore decline  to  accept  the  responsibility  which  such  acourse  would 
entail. 
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That  th3  books  and  documents  of  the  Association,  so  far  as  they  relate 
to  financial  matters,  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  auditors  of  the 
Association  forthwith,  and  that  the  auditors'  statement  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  trade  journals  for  publication  -without  delay. 

That  the  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  bankers  of  the  Association  be 
transferred  to  the  auditors  of  the  Association  forthwith,  with  in- 
structions to  discbarge  the  liabilities  of  the  Association  so  far  as 
those  funds  permit,  and  to  levy,  pro  rata,  on  the  members  of  the 
executiye  for  the  balance  required. 

Gentlemen,  on  Friday  nexb  our  original  duties  as  elected 
meiDbers  of  the  executive  cease,  and  every  new  subscription 
which  we  collect  after  that  date,  to  be  applied  to  purposes 
beyond  that  date,  places  on  us  a  fresh  responsibility,  and 
that  responsibility  is  to  carry  on  the  work  of  this  Association 
for  another  year,  not  merely  to  carry  it  on  for  a  few  months, 
or  as  long  as  the  money  lasts ;  but  as  honourable  men  we 
cannot  receive  one  single  deposit  from  the  chemists  of  this 
country  without  carrying  to  the  full  the  responsibility 
of  doing  the  work  which  they  have  asked  us  to  do.  (Hear, 
hear.)  Now,  gentlemen,  looking  at  what  has  taken  place,  are 
we  justified  in  doing  this  ?  Simply  as  men  of  business,  putting 
sentiment  altogether  on  one  side — because  on  matters  of  busi- 
ness we  must  put  sentiment  on  one  side — are  we  encouraged, 
looking  to  the  past,  to  take  such  a  responsibility  on  us  for 
the  future  1  You  will  i  emember  that  in  February  last  we 
fell  short  of  funds,  funds  not  to  carry  out  any  aggressive 
work,  not  merely  to  do  some  particular  work  which  we  had 
set  our  minds  upon,  but  funds  which  were  necessary  to  pay 
the  debts  which  we  then  owed.  Well,  we  met  together,  and 
I  doubt  whether  some  of  us  when  we  left  this  room  did  not 
feel  that  our  hands  would  have  shortly  to  go  into  our  pockets 
to  help  to  supply  the  deficiency  we  were  then  suffering  from. 
[A  Member  :  We  did.]  But  our  Secretary,  who  had  received 
certain  instructions  from  us,  sent  out  a  circular  which  re- 
sulted in  our  obtaining  sufiicient  funds  to  carry  on  to  the 
end  of  the  year.  Those  funds  came  in  in  a  perfectly 
businesslike  spirit,  but  that  sort  of  thing  must  not  occur 
again,  and  in  order  to  prevent  its  recurrence  we  appealed  to' 
the  whole  trade,  as  we  had  a  perfect  right  to  do,  to  support 
us  more  largely  in  the  future  than  they  had  done  in  the  past. 
With  very  great  care  we  drew  up  a  scheme  of  reorganisation, 
and  we  asked  the  members  of  the  trade  if  on  that  reorganised 
scheme  they  would  support  us  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the 
Association.  I  think  we  agreed  among  ourselves  at  that  time 
that  unless  we  had  an  income  of  a  thousand  a  year,  that  is  to 
say,  unless  2,000  members  of  the  trade  responded  favourably 
to  our  invitation  and  subscribed  to  our  funds,  we  were  not  jus- 
tified in  going  on.  What  was  the  result  ?  Fourteen  hundred 
responded.  Then  the  executive  came  together,  and  you  willre- 
member  we  considered  that  was  an  inadequate  response,  and  we 
called  a  meeting  in  London,  and  moved  a  resolution  at  that 
meeting  that  we  considered  the  response  was  inadequate.  Well, 
I  don't  want  to  call  that  meeting  down  at  all.  We  met  some 
of  our  very  good  friends  in  London.  They  were  too  good 
friends,  friends  we  required  saving  from ;  because,  although 
they  were  very  enthusiaftic,  we  could  not  consider  their 
opinion  of  sufiicient  weight  to  undo  what  we  considered  we 
had  already  done,  and  upset  the  calculations  we  considered 
we  had  rightly  made  before.  They  were  so  full  of  goodwill 
for  us  that  they  moved  an  amendment  to  our  resolution  of 
winding  up,  and  asked  us  to  give  them  another  chance. 
Practically  we  have  given  them  another  chance.  We  have 
waited  for  a  considerable  time,  and  I  do  not  say  that  there 
has  been  much  opportunity  for  canvassing ;  but  I  do  say  this, 
that  if  the  trade  was  red-hot  and  fervidly  anxious  to  support 
us,  we  should  have  received  more  promises  of  support,  and 
perhaps  the  resolution  they  passed  at  that  meeting  would 
have  had  some  weight  with  them.  But  what  is  the  fact  ? 
We  have  received  no  such  extra  promises  of  support, 
and  we  stand  now  in  this  position  :  that  with  the  responses 
of  1,400  gentlemen  —  [The  Secretary:  Under  1.400]  — say 
1,400,  to  speak  roughly,  to  support  a  particular  scheme 
of  reorganisation,  we  propose  to  go  on  the  old  organisation 
with  the  objectionable  doubling  of  our  subscriptions.  Can 
we  hold  one  of  these  men  to  his  promise  of  support  to  us  ? 
I  say,  Certainly  not ;  and  therefore,  looking  to  all  the  ex- 
perience we  have  had,  and  to  the  extra  promises  of  support, 
and  seeing  what  they  have  amounted  to  time  after  time,  I 
feel  sure  that  we  as  the  executive  committee  cannot  be 
otherwise  than  fully  justified  by  the  trade  and  those  whose 
interest  we  are  supposed  to  represent  in  coming  to  the  con- 


clusion which  we  have  arrived  at.  It  is  with  feelings  of 
great  regret  that  I  propose  this  resolution,  because,  as 
President  of  the  Association,  as  captain  of  the  ship,  I  have 
a  great  reluctance  to  founder  the  vessel.  I  believe  I  speak 
for  you  all  when  I  say  this,  that  those  who  have  been 
ardently  at  work,  and  have  used  their  best  energies  to  carry 
on  the  Association  with  success,  are  as  anxious  now  as  they 
have  been  in  the  past  to  carry  it  on  in  the  future ;  but, 
seeing  we  cannot  do  so,  seeing  that  the  surroundings  will 
not  justify  us,  I  wish  to  say  to  the  trade  in  the  most  em- 
phatic manner  possible  that  we  leave  the  matter  in  their 
hands  and  the  responsibility  in  their  hands.  We  feel  that 
we  have  done  our  duty  ;  we  don't  acknowledge  that  we  have 
failed  in  the  least  particular  ;  we  are  not  ashamed  of  the  old 
lines  on  which  we  have  gone,  because  it  cannot  be  said  that 
we  have  ever  turned  a  proper  case  away  from  us  when  one 
has  arisen,  when  we  could  take  up  the  defence  of  that  case, 
and  therefore  we  cannot  say  we  have  failed.  All  we  can  say 
is,  the  funds  falling  short,  we  do  not  feel  ourselves  justified 
in  spending  our  own  money  to  do  work  for  other  people, 
with  the  chance  in  the  future,  and  by  no  means  in  the 
remote  future,  of  being  told  that  we  are  merely  sticking  to 
office.  What  we  want  to  do  is  not  to  stick  to  office,  but  to 
defend  the  trade  ;  and  as  we  cannot  defend  the  trade  unless 
the  trade  finds  the  funds,  we  must  relinquish  oSice,  and  with 
that  alternative  before  us  I  with  very  great  regret  beg  to 
move  this  resolution. 

Mr.  HoLDSWOETH  said :  It  is  not  with  any  degree  of 
pleasure  that  I  rise  to  second  the  resolution  which  you  have 
just  moved.  I  am  as  convinced  to-day  as  ever  I  was  of  the 
necessity  of  this  or  some  similar  trade  association.  I  believe 
the  trade  will  regret  hereafter  that  they  have  failed  to  re- 
spond to  the  call  of  the  executive  of  the  Association  for 
additional  help.  We  have  done  good  work,  I  hold  it,  in  the 
past ;  we  have  erred,  if  at  all,  in  excess  of  zeal.  If  any 
charge  can  be  brought  against  us  it  is  that  we  have  gone 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  very  strictest  and  hardest  lines  of 
prudence  in  defending  our  members,  and  I  am  prepared  to 
justify  our  defence,  even  where  the  wisdom  of  it  may  have 
been  impugned.  I  believe  we  have  done  as  much  as  ever  we 
could  as  a  trade  association  in  helping  our  members.  We 
have  stood  between  them  and  attacks  very  successfully,  and 
they  owe  us,  I  hold  it,  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  what  we  have 
done,  and  I  am  very  much  disappointed  at  the  response 
which  came  to  our  last  appeal.  I  did  hope  we  should  have 
reached  the  2,000  promises.  I  think  if  we  had  the  2,000 
promises  we  might  have  risked  the  experiment  of  continuing 
to  carry  the  Association  on,  but  when  you  notice  that  some- 
thing less  than  half  the  existing  members  of  the  Association 
(which  has  dwindled  down  from  over  4,000)  have  responded 
to  our  invitation,  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  a  lamentable 
lack  of  interest  in  the  working  of  the  concern.  Therefore, 
notwithstanding  the  resolution  of  the  meeting  in  London — 
accepting  the  wisdom  of  it,  as  far  as  the  wisdom  may  be  ex- 
plained, and  will,  I  daresay,  be  explained,  by  the  mover  of 
the  amendment  which  was  carried — I  still  feel  that  this 
executive  is  not  warranted  in  accepting  the  responsibility 
which  that  meeting  asked  it  to  undertake.  It  must  not  be 
forgotten  that  that  meeting  consisted  of  a  very  small  repre- 
sentation of  the  trade  of  the  country,  only  sixteen  members 
out  of  all  London  being  present  besides  the  members  of  the 
executive  committee,  and  while  I  should  be  very  much  dis- 
posed at  all  times  to  give  the  greatest  attention  to  a  formal 
resolution  passed  at  a  meeting  duly  and  properly  called,  yet 
one  cannot  overlook  the  constitution  of  the  meeting.  If  the 
meeting  had  consisted  of  200  or  300  men  who  at  considerable 
trouble  to  themselves  had  come  together,  it  would  have 
carried  greater  weight,  but  I  feel  perfectly  confident  that 
any  attempt  to  carry  out  the  resolution  of  that  meeting 
would  land  us  in  responsibilities  and  in  trouble,  if  not  in 
di.'grace.  We  should  take  the  money  from  our  constituents, 
and  we  should  find  before  the  year  was  out  that  we  should 
not  be  able  to  fulfil  our  obligations.  It  seems  to  me  that  our 
duty  is  clear  and  definite ;  that  is,  at  the  earliest  possible 
opportunity  to  discharge  all  the  liabilities  which  rest  upon 
us  and  to  close  the  affairs  of  this  Association.  It  is  a  matter 
of  great  regret  to  myself,  because  I  feel  that  the  Association 
is  needed  as  much  as  ever,  and  the  trade  will  be  sorry,  I  am 
sure,  at  the  result.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Hampson  supported  the  resolution.  He  said  :  What 
I  have  to  say  to-day  is  somewhat  at  least  of  a  defence.  It 
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would  appear  from  expressions  of  opinion  I  have  heard  from 
one  or  two  present  to  day  that  the  amendment  that  was 
carried  at  the  meeting  in  London  did  not  savour  very  much 
of  wisdom.  Well,  the  position  I  took  at  that  meeting  was 
simply  this  :  an  amendment  had  already  been  moved,  which 
was  thoroughly  impracticable  ;  it  was  a  useless  amendment, 
and  it  could  not  have  been  employed  in  any  way  beneficially 
in  the  winding  up  of  the  Association  or  otherwise,  so  that  I 
came  in  at  the  breach  to  save  that  amendment  from  becoming 
a  substantive  resolution.  I  must  confess  at  the  same  time 
that  I  had  a  faint  glimmer  of  hope  remaining,  and  that  to- 
day I  should  have  been  ready  to  carry  on  the  Association  if 
there  had  been  a  general  feeling  in  the  minds  of  my  col- 
leagues that  the  thing  was  at  all  practicable.  I  see  clearly 
enough  that  it  is  not  practicable  to  carry  on  this  Assosiation. 
"We  must  relieve  ourselves  fully  of  all  responsibility,  and 
throw  the  responsibility  upon  the  trade.  The  trade  has  not 
responded  as  it  should  have  done  to  this  Association  for  a 
very  long  time  past.  We  have  for  a  considerable  time  found 
that  our  actions  were  limited  and  our  energies  stunted  for 
the  want  of  the  necessary  means  to  carry  on  the  Association 
in  a  proper  way.  It  is,  therefore,  no  new  difficulty,  and  even 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  feels  the  same  want  of  interest 
and  want  of  sympathy  by  the  trade,  and  has  to  combat  a 
tremendous  apathy.  I  find  this,  it  is  quite  necessary  the 
trade  should  feel  the  want  of  an  association ;  it  is  only  by 
thoroughly  feeling  the  want,  and  being  crippled  by  the 
onslaught  of  analysts  and  unnecessary  legislation,  and  the 
various  dangers  that  are  likely  to  be  called  in,  that  they  will 
realise  the  necessity  of  building  up  a  new  association.  I  leave 
the  matter  in  their  hands ;  at  any  rate,  it  is  better  for  us  to 
relieve  ourselves  of  our  responsibilities. 

Mr.  Maltby  also  supported  the  resolution.  He  said  :  I 
regret  very  much  that  it  falls  to  my  lot  to  support  the 
resolution.  I  came  here  this  morning  perfectly  unbiassed, 
with  the  desire,  if  I  could,  to  find  some  modus  viveniU  by 
which  the  Association  could  be  carried  on.  I  have  listened 
to  the  remarks  which  have  been  made,  and  I  have  reluctantly 
come  to  the  conclusion  this  is  the  only  alternative  scheme. 
If  at  any  future  time  the  Association  should  be  formed 
again,  I  am  sure  it  would  have  my  earnest  support  if  I  see 
any  reason  for  its  success.  We  are  burning  this  child  some- 
what reluctantly.  We  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
must  die,  and  if  we  should  attempt  to  resuscitate  it  for 
another  term  of  twelve  months  we  should  have  the  pangs 
of  bereavement  again ;  and  therefore  we  had  better  inter  it 
decently  to-day,  and  not  have  to  suffer  in  the  future.  I 
regret  also  the  severance  of  associations  that  will  be  involved 
in  the  winding  up  of  this  Association.  We  have  had  many 
pleasant  associations  together,  and  we  have  been  a  benefit  to 
each  other  by  our  various  discussions  on  matters  of  business, 
and  I  regret  very  much  that  those  associations  will  be 
severed.  Nevertheless  we  have  these  difficulties  to  contend 
with  continually  through  life.  There  will  be  other  times 
probably  when  we  shall  have  the  opportunity  of  again 
meeting  ;  and,  although  the  parting  at  this  time,  under  these 
extraordinarily  affecting  circumstances,  is  hard  to  bear,  still 
we  must  submit  to  it ;  but  I  say  again  that  it  is  with  great 
reluctance  I  support  the  proposition  you  have  made. 

Mr.  W.  Jones  said  :  I  quite  agree  with  all  that  has  been 
said  by  everyone.  I  have  seen  the  inner  working  of  the 
thing,  and  I  see  the  utter  impossibility  of  our  proceeding 
unless  we  have  at  least  2,000  subscribers,  and  as  there  does 
not  seem  the  smallest  probability  of  our  getting  them,  I 
quite  agree  that  the  sooner  the  Association  is  wound  up  the 
better.  I  have  always  said  that  the  subscriptions  were  too 
small,  and  I  placed  some  years  ago  a  resolution  on  the 
agenda  that  the  subscription  should  be  a  guinea ;  but  it  was 
thought  better  to  be  politically  strong  than  financially 
strong,  and  the  resolution  was  withdrawn ;  but  I  have  seen 
the  wisdom  of  proposing  that  it  should  be  a  guinea. 

Mr.  Jeevis  said :  After  the  very  affecting  speech  of  Mr. 
Maltby  I  think  there  is  very  little  more  to  be  said.  We  must 
simply  now  make  up  our  minds  to  bury  the  poor  child  of 
which  he  has  spoken  so  a.lectionately  (laughter),  and  I  hope 
if  we  are  spared  by  Providence  to  have  another  child  (re- 
newed laughter),  it  will  be  far  more  healthy  and  in  a  very 
much  better  condition,  and  have  by  far  a  stronger  constitu- 
tion than  the  last  child  has  ever  been  in  possession  of. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr,  Bell  said  :  I  can  only  express  my  great  regret  at  the 


conclusion  we  are  bound  to  arrive  at  to-day.  I  fully  endorse 
every  remark  made  by  the  other  members  of  the  executive 
committee,  and  I  feel  sure  that  the  trade  is  losing  a  very 
valuable  association.  It  has  done  an  immense  deal  of 
good  in  the  past.  It  has  been  the  means  of  bringing  a 
great  number  of  men  together  who  otherwise  would  not  have 
been  so  well  acquainted  as  they  have  been,  and  it  has  had 
this  advantage  :  it  has  brought  men  together  who  were  kept 
somewhat  apart.  (Hear,  hear.)  It  has  been  a  very  great 
advantage  in  that  respect,  and  I  earnestly  hope  that  if 
another  association  does  come  to  life  it  will  have,  as  Mr. 
Jervis  has  said,  a  stronger  constitution  than  this  has  had. 
(Hear,  hear.)  I  can  only  again  express  my  great  regret  at 
the  position  we  are  in. 

Mr.  Barclay  said:  After  the  expression  of  opinion  of 
yourself  and  the  other  members  of  the  executive  as  to  the 
futility  of  attempting  to  reorganise  the  Association,  and  also 
from  the  apathy — and  I  strongly  emphasise  this— of  the 
trade  (for  since  our  meeting  in  London,  although  ten  days 
have  elapsed,  we  have  had  only  two  additional  promises), 
there  does  not  seem  any  possible  chance,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
of  the  Association  being  reorganised  even  for  twelve  months. 
That  being  the  case,  it  would  be  indeed  a  very  wrong  thing 
for  us  to  take  subscriptions  from  any  members,  because  if 
we  could  not  carry  on  for  twelve  months  we  should  be  acting 
very  wrongly  to  those  from  whom  we  received  the  sub- 
scriptions. The  amendment  which  Mr.  Hampson  moved  in 
London  was  moved  in  the  expectation  that  the  members  of 
the  trade  would  respond,  and  respond  promptly,  because  the 
meeting,  although  small,  was  very  enthusiastic  in  favour  of 
the  Association  being  carried  on,  and  we  expected  that  by 
this  time,  although  the  time  was  short,  we  should  have  had 
a  larger  number  of  promises.  I  feel  very  much  that  this 
should  be  our  last  meeting.  It  has  been  a  very  pleasant, 
although  a  very  arduous,  task  to  work  this  Association  during 
the  last  eleven  years.  I  have  met  here  many  gentlemen 
whom  I  am  now  able  to  call  friends,  and  that  will  always 
be  a  pleasant  retrospect.  It  is  something  to  feel  very 
proud  of,  that  we  have  acted  together  amicably  all  those 
years.  I  believe  we  have  never  had  any  friction  or 
difficulty  amongst  the  members  of  the  executive.  Those 
who  have  passed  away,  either  by  death  or  through  en- 
gagements, have  all  left  us,  I  believe,  with  pleasant  memories, 
and  we  have  now  a  considerable  number  on  the  executive 
who  were  amongst  its  first  members.  The  severance  of  this 
friendship — well,  it  will  not  be  severed.  (Hear,  hear.)  We 
shall  no  doubt,  although  not  in  this  form,  unite  in  some  way 
in  promoting  the  trade  interests.  All  who  have  spoken  have 
shown  the  necessity  for  some  association  of  this  kind,  and 
have  shown  also  that  they  are  not  leaving  this  Association 
because  of  lack  of  interest  in  the  trade,  but  through  the  in- 
difference of  the  trade  in  supporting  us.  It  is  not  that  we 
are  less  anxious  than  ever  to  do  our  work,  but  that  the  trade 
has  not  responded  to  the  appeals  which  have  been  made.  I 
am  glad  to  know  that  the  deficiency  will  not  be  a  very  large 
one.  I  think  the  resolution  states  that  the  deficiency  will 
have  to  be  made  up  pro  rata  among  the  executive.  It  is  a 
good  thing  to  find  that  it  is  not  a  large  deficiency,  and  that 
about  11.  a  head  will  cover  it.  It  is  better  for  us  to  go  out 
before  our  liabilities  increase,  but  considering  the  absentees, 
the  number  of  those  who  have  sent  in  their  resignation,  and 
the  opinion  of  my  friends  all  round  me,  although  of  a  more 
sanguine  temperament  than  my  fellow  members  of  the  execu- 
tive— I  won't  say  more  anxious  to  carry  on  the  Association, 
because  I  believe  any  member  who  saw  his  way  would 
put  his  soul  into  it— as  we  are  all  practically  united,  both 
those  who  are  here  and  those  who  are  away,  I  will  most 
certainly  support  the  resolution,  which  is  the  only  thing  prac- 
ticable in  the  present  state  of  affairs. 

Mr.  Chapman  said  he  agreed  with  those  who  had  spoken 
that  there  was  no  other  course  for  them  but  winding  up. 

The  resolution  was  then  put  to  the  meeting,  and  carried 
unanimously. 

Mr.  Jervis  rose  and  said:  I  should  just  like  to  make  one 
remark.  I  do  feel  it  my  duty  to  apologise  for  the  absence  of 
my  Scotch  brethren.  I  very  greatly  regret  to  say  that  there 
is  not  a  single  representative  here  from  Scotland.  Now  that 
is  somewhat  exceptional,  and  I  do  think  that  we  do  thoroughly 
regret  that  they  have  not  come  to  see  the  closing  of  the  scene. 
(Laughter.)  I  should  like  that  to  be  recorded,  sir,  because  I 
think  it  is  important.    (Renewed  laughter.) 
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Mr.  Glover's  Letter  in  "  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist." 

Mr.  Glaisyer,  Solicitor,  having  been  called  upon  for  an 
explanation  with  regard  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Glover,  said  :  The 
answer  to  Mr.  Glover's  letter  in  The  Chemist  and  Drug- 
gist is  really  this,  that  he  was  charged,  in  respect  of  certain 
acts  in  the  course  of  his  business,  with  having  infringed  the 
provisions  of  the  ^Apothecaries  Act.  His  action  was  carefully 
examined  by  the  Secretary,  and  the  facts  were  laid  before 
me.  I  said  :  It  is  quite  clear  to  me  that  Mr.  Glover  has  not 
done  more  than  chemists  claim  a  right  to  do,  therefore  on 
this  ground,  apart  from  the  other  surroundings  of  the  case,  I 
should  advise  that  he  be  defended.  But  we  have  to  face 
this  very  unfortunate  fact  in  connection  with  Mr.  Glover's 
case,  that  the.  child  died.  As  far  as  we  have  been  able  to 
get  the  opinion  of  the  Court  with  regard  to  chemists  prac- 
tising across  their  counters  it  is  this :  that  chemists  have  a 
right  to  practise,  but  in  doing  so  they  false  the  risk  whether 
the  disease  is  serious  or  not.  The  fact  of  the  disease  being 
serious  is  practically  proved,  to  the  minds  of  nine  people  out 
of  ten,  by  the  fact  that  the  child  died.  Therefore,  suppose 
we  take  the  case  into  court,  we  have  the  uphill  fight  that  he 
has  attended  to  a  dangerous  disease,  and  in  the  present  state 
of  affairs  I  could  not  advise  the  defending  of  the  action. 
And  I  could  not  advise  Mr.  Glover  to  apologise  for  what  he 
has  done  and  promise  not  to  do  it  again. 

Mr.  Barclay  :  Did  you  advise  him  to  apologise  ? 

Mr.  Glaisyer:  No,  I  did  not.  If  you  recollect  he  had  not 
even  seen  the  child.  The  medicine  for  the  child  was  pre- 
pared upon  the  representation  of  the  child's  mother. 

The  President  said  he  had  two  letters  which  had  reached 
the  office,  and  which  showed  that  the  Society  of  Apothecaries 
was  very  busy  just  now.  There  were  two  cases,  both  from 
Abergavenny.  Mr.  Glover  blamed  them  for  preventing  him 
from  apologising,  but  the  question  was  perfectly  clear. 

Mr.  Hampson  said  they  felt  it  desirable  to  preserve  the 
right  of  chemists  to  prescribe  over  the  counter,  but  as  the 
result  of  a  recent  decision  it  appeared  that  they  were  not 
entitled  to  prescribe  in  cases  of  a  dangerous  character,  and 
he  should  certainly  have  sustained  the  executive  in  refusing 
to  defend  a  chemist  if  he  thought  proper  to  prescribe  for  a 
dangerous  illness. 

The  subject  then  dropped. 

The  Funds  in  Hand. 

The  Secretary  said  there  was  one  question  that  arose  on 
this  agenda;  he  supposed  Mr.  Holdsworth  would  not  object 
to  sign  the  funds  over. 

Mr.  Holdsworth  :  No,  no. 

Votes  of  Thanks. 

The  President  said  he  thought  they  should  not  separate 
without  moving  a  resolution  respecting  their  Secretary  and 
Solicitor.  He  thought  they  ought  to  thank  them  very  much 
for  the  pains  which  they  had  taken  during  the  existence  of 
this  Association  to  carry  out  the  objects  of  the  Association 
as  faithfully  and  fully  as  they  could.  He  should  have  the 
greatest  pleasure  in  moving  a  resolution  similar  to  that  which 
was  moved  at  the  meeting  in  London.  It  would  be  a  matter 
of  great  regret  to  him  personally  to  lose  the  services  of  those 
gentlemen  as  their  officials.  He  had  the  highest  opinion  of 
their  capacity  for  doing  their  work,  and  the  highest  opinion 
of  the  manner  in  which  they  had  done  it.  He  thought  he 
was  speaking  the  minds  of  the  executive  and  the  members 
of  the  Association  when  he  said  that  it  was  impossible  for 
men  to  have  done  the  work  better  than  Mr.  Haydon  and  Mr. 
Glaisyer  had  done  it.  He  thought  the  very  least  thing  they 
could  do  was  to  give  them  the  most  cordial  vote  of  thanks 
that  it  was  in  their  power  to  pass.    He  therefore  proposed — 

That  this  Executive  Committee  desires  to  record  its  deep  sense  of  the 
valuable  services  rendered  by  Mr.  Haydou  and  Mr.  Glaisyer,  the 
Secretary  and  Solicitor,  and  of  the  intelligent,  cautious,  and  earnest 
manner  in  which  they  have  striven  to  carry  out  the  objects  of  the 
Association, 

Mr.  Bell  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Barclay,  in  supporting  it,  said  he  had  become  per- 
sonally attached  to  those  gentlemen  after  all  those  years  of 
pleasant  and  continual  intercourse.  He  trusted  he  should 
retain  their  friendship  for  many  years  to  come.    The  work 


of  the  urgency  committee  had  been  made  comparatively 
light  by  their  having  two  such  able  officers. 

Mr.  Maltby  supported  the  resolution,  and  expressed  the 
hope  that  the  undertaking  Mr.  Haydon  and  Mr.  Glaisyer 
were  about  to  begin  might  be  successful. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Haydon,  in  replying,  said  that  after  nearly  eleven 
years'  faithful  service  of  the  Association  it  was  rather  hard 
to  part  in  this  way ;  but  he  did  not  think  it  could  be  said 
that  the  work  which  the  Association,  or  which  he  as  their 
servant  had  done,  had  been  in  any  way  thrown  away.  They 
could  not  look  back  on  those  eleven  years'  work,  whatever 
might  be  their  feelings  now,  without  a  great  measure  of 
satisfaction.  They  had  all  pulled  together,  and  they  had  all 
done  their  very  utmost  to  carry  out  the  work  that  had  lain 
before  them.  He  came  to  them  eleven  years  ago  an  utterly 
unknown  man,  and  it  would  at  all  events  be  some  satisfac- 
tion to  him  to  know  that  he  left  the  service  of  the  Associa- 
tion that  day  with  a  great  many  firm  personal  friends. 
(Hear,  hear.)  Since  he  undertook  this  work  he  could  honestly 
say  that  he  had  left  no  stone  unturned  to  carry  it  on  to  the 
best  of  his  ability.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  felt  it  his  duty  to  add 
that  he  thought  the  decision  they  had  arrived  at  that  day 
was  a  wise  decision.  He  believed  the  Association  on  its 
present  lines  was  as  dead  as  Queen  Anne,  and  it  would  have 
been  very  uphill  work  to  endeavour  to  resuscitate  it.  It  was 
his  intention  to  place  his  services  at  the  disposal  of  the  trade 
in  a  somewhat  similar  capacity,  and  he  hoped  by  that  means 
to  continue  his  connection  with  the  members  of  the  late 
Association. 

Mr.  Glaisyer  said  that  in  becoming  Solicitor  to  the 
Association  he  was  introduced  into  a  fresh  line  of  practice — 
a  line  of  practice  which  he  had  very  much  enjoyed.  Many 
of  their  cases  had  afforded  him  intense  interest.  He  had 
also  formed  many  acquaintances  and  many  friends,  and  he 
should  look  back  to  his  connection  with  them  with  very 
pleasant  memories.  He  hoped  he  should  retain  their 
friendship  in  the  future,  and  that  when  he  was  in  their 
neighbourhood  he  should  be  able  to  give  them  a  call.  (Hear, 
hear.) 

Mr.  Jeevis,  who  had  been  absent  from  the  room,  now 
returned,  and  added  a  few  words  of  commendation  of  the 
services  rendered  by  Mr.  Haydon  and  Mr.  Glaisyer. 

Mr.  Barclay  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Cross  for  his 
conduct  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Maltby,  in  seconding  the  motion,  said  Mr.  Cross  had 
been  exceedingly  unfortunate  in  having  to  take  the  chair  at 
this  period.  He  had  not  had  his  fair  share  of  the  pleasure 
of  the  office.  In  past  times  there  was  a  considerable  amount 
of  pleasure  attaching  to  it. 

Mr.  Holdsworth  supported  the  motion.  He  hoped  Mr. 
Cross  would  not  go  away  with  the  idea  that  he  as  captain 
had  scuttled  the  ship.  (Laughter.)  It  was  the  crew  who 
had  deserted  it. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

The  Chairman,  in  replying,  said  he  had  stuck  to  the 
Association  from  the  commencement,  and  any  movement  for 
the  defence  of  the  trade  with  which  they  had  the  honour  to 
be  connected  would  always  receive  his  heartiest  support.  In 
going  away  to  their  several  homes  they  would  be  strengthened 
by  what  they  had  done  in  Birmingham.  They  owed  a  debt 
of  gratitude  to  Birmingham  for  starting  this  Association, 
and  he  thought  they  ought  to  thank  those  who  formed  it. 
He  hoped  that  the  time  was  not  far  distant  when  another 
association  would  be  formed,  and  he  thought  the  best  way 
to  get  a  good  strong  one  formed  was  to  take  the  course  they 
had  taken.  He  had  evidence  that  it  would  not  be  very  long 
before  their  absence  would  be  felt,  and  the  best  way  to  form 
a  good  association  was  to  let  chemists  see  the  need  of  the 
thing  they  were  now  casting  on  one  side,  and  then  he 
thought  they  would  not  let  it  drop  again  in  a  hurry.  (Hear, 
hear.) 

The  meeting  was  then  resolved  into  a  committee  to  discuss 
private  matters. 


An  American  professor  recently  discussing  the  advisability 
of  letting  patients  know  what  medicines  they  were  taking, 
suggested  that  calomel  might  be  written  "  panchymagogus 
quercetanus."  Save  us  from  our  friends  !  The  expression; 
though  etymologically  interesting,  might  prove  as  much  of 
an  enigma  to  the  chemist  as  to  the  patient. 


10 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST. 


[July  2, 1887. 


IMPORTANT  PROSECUTION  UNDER  THE 
PHARMACY  ACTS. 


A  Leith  Depot  Company  in  Court. 

In  the  Edinburgh  Sheriffs  Summary  Court  on  Monday, 
SherifE  Rutherford  presiding,  the  case  raised  by  Richard 
Bremridge,  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  Registrar  under 
the  Pharmacy  Acts,  1852  and  1868,  against  the  Leith  Depot 
(Limited)  was  down  for  trial,  but  after  a  discussion  by 
counsel  on  the  relevancy  of  the  complaint,  occupying  two 
hours,  the  SherifE  adjourned  the  case  in  order  to  consider 
the  points  raised.  None  of  the  witnesses,  consequently,  were 
examined. 

Mr.  Shaw,  advocate,  instructed  by  Mr.  P.  Morison,  S.S.C., 
appeared  for  the  complainer ;  and  Mr.  Orr,  advocate, 
instructed  by  Messrs.  Wishart  &  Macnaughton,  W.S  ,  for  the 
defenders.    The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  complaint : — 

"  Richard  Bremridge,  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W., 
Registrar  under  the  Pharmacy  Acts,  1852  and  1868 ;  with  the 
concurrence  of  Robert  Laidlaw  Stuart,  Procurator-Fiscal  of 
Midlothian :  humbly  shewetb,  that  Andrew  W.  Gray,  now  or 
lately  residing  at  107  Ferry  Road,  Leith ;  Andrew  Gray, 
inspector  of  woiks,  now  or  lately  residing  at  Ferry  Road, 
Leith  ;  AVilliam  Taylor,  law-agent,  now  or  lately  residing  at 
Richmond  Terrace,  Edinburgh ;  Jane  Maria  Gray,  now  or 
lately  residing  at  Ferry  Road,  Leith ;  David  Ovens,  now  or 
lately  residing  at  23  Ferry  Road,  Leith  ;  James  Fettes,  now 
or  lately  residing  at  97  Marchmont  Road,  Edinburgh  ;  and 
Marjory  F.  J.  Fettes,  now  or  lately  residing  at  Marchmont 
Road,  Edinburgh,  have  all  and  each,  or  one  or  more  of  them, 
been  guilty  of  an  offence  within  the  meaning  of  the  1st  and 
15th  sections  of  the  '  Pharmacy  Act  1868,'  actors  or  actor, 
or  act  and  part,  in  so  far  as  during  the  period  between  the 
1st  day  of  December  1886  and  the  17th  day  of  May  1887, 
or  during  part  of  the  said  period,  the  said  Andrew  W.  Gray, 
Andrew  Gray,  William  Taylor,  Jane  Maria  Gray,  David 
Ovens,  James  Fettes,  and  Marjory  F.  J.  Fettes,  acting 
together  or  separately,  did  unlawfully  and  in  contravention 
of  the  1st  and  15th  sections  of  the  said  recited  Act,  take, 
use,  or  exhibit  the  name  or  title  of  '  Chemist  and  Druggist,'  or 
'  Chemist '  or '  Druggist,'  in  so  far  as  the  said  Andrew  W.  Gray, 
Andrew  Gray,  William  Taylor,  Jane  Maria  Gray,  David 
Ovens,  James  Fettes,  and  Marjory  F.  J.  Fettes  did  all  and 
each,  or  one  or  more  of  them,  put  up,  use,  or  exhibit,  or 
cause  or  procure  to  be  put  up,  used,  or  exhibited,  the  name 
or  title  '  Chemists  and  Druggists,' above  or  in  connection  with 
a  shop  at  No.  49  Leith  Walk,  Leith,  and  in  the  county  of 
Midlothian,  occupied  by  them,  or  by  the  Leith  Depot 
(Limited),  of  which  they  are  the  sole  partners  or  shareholders  ; 
and  also  with  another  shop  at  No.  33  Ferry  Road,  Leith,  in 
said  county,  occupied  by  them,  or  by  the  Leith  Depot 
(Limited),  of  which  they  are  the  sole  partners  or  shareholders : 
And  the  said  Andrew  W.  Gray,  Andrew  Gray,  William 
Taylor,  Jane  Maria  Gray,  David  Ovens,  James  Fettes,  and 
Marjory  F.  J.  Fettes,  all  and  each,  or  one  or  more  of  them,  did, 
during  said  period  above  libelled,  or  part  thereof,  within  or 
near  the  shops  occupied  by  the  said  Leith  Depot  (Limited), 
at  49  Leith  Walk,  Leith,  and  33  Ferry  Road,  Leith,  afore- 
said, and  at  other  places  in  Leith  and  Edinburgh,  the  par- 
ticular place  or  places  being  to  the  complainer  unknown,  in 
the  county  of  Midlothian,  unlawfully  and  in  contravention  of 
the  said  1st  and  15th  sections  of  the  said  recited  Act,  issue 
to  the  public,  or  cause  or  procure  to  be  issued  to  the  public, 
printed  circulars,  labels,  and  advertisements,  having  the 
words  '  Chemists  and  Druggists  '  printed  or  written  thereon, 
none  of  the  said  Andrew  W.  Gray,  Andrew  Gray,  William 
Taylor,  Jane  Maria  Gray,  David  Ovens,  James  Fettes,  and 
Marjory  F.  J.  Fettes  being  a  duly  registered  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  or  a  chemist  and  druggist  within  the  meaning  of  the 
said  recited  Act ;  whereby  each  of  the  said  Andrew  W.  Gray, 
Andrew  Gray,  William  Taylor,  Jane  Maria  Gray,  David 
Ovens,  James  Fettes,  and  Marjory  F.  J.  Fettes  became 
liable  in  a  penalty  of  51.  sterling. 


And  Likewise, 

the  said  Andrew  W.  Gray,  not  being  a  duly  registered  phar- 
maceutical chemist,  or  a  chemist  and  druggist  within  the 
meaning  of  the  said  recited  Act,  did,  on  or  about  the  1st  day 
of  November  1886,  or  on  one  or  other  of  the  days  of  Sep- 
tember, October,  or  November  1886,  within  the  office  of  the 
Registrar  of  Joint  Stock  Companies,  Parliament  Square, 
Edinburgh,  in  the  county  of  Midlothian,  or  in  some  other 
place  or  places  in  said  city  and  county,  the  particular  place 
or  places  being  to  the  complainer  unknown,  unlawfully, 
and  in  contravention  of  the  said  1st  and  15th  sections  of  the 
said  recited  Act,  take,  use,  or  exhibit  the  name  or  title  of 
'Chemist  and  Druggist,'  by  adding  said  name  or  title  to  his  sub- 
scription to  the  memorandum  of  association  of  the  Leith 
Depot  (Limited),  which  memorandum  of  association  is  dated 
the  l&t,  and  registered  in  the  Register  of  Joint  Stock  Com- 
panies at  Edinburgh  the  6th,  both  days  of  November  1886, 
whereby  the  said  Andrew  W.  Gray  became  liable  in  a  penalty 
of  51.  sterling ; 

And  Likewise, 

the  said  David  Ovens,  not  being  a  duly  registered  pharma- 
ceutical chemist,  or  a  chemist  and  druggist  within  the 
meaning  of  the  said  recited  Act,  did,  on  or  about  the  1st  day 
of  November  1886,  or  on  one  or  other  of  the  days  of  October, 
November,  or  December  1886,  within  the  office  of  the 
Registrar  of  Joint  Stock  Companies,  Parliament  Square, 
Edinburgh,  in  the  county  of  Midlothian,  or  in  some  other 
place  or  places  in  said  city  and  county,  the  particular  place 
or  places  being  to  the  complainer  unknown,  unlawfully,  and 
in  contravention  of  the  said  1st  and  15th  sections  of  the  said 
recited  Act,  take,  use,  and  exhibit  the  name  or  title  of 
'  Chemist,'  by  adding  said  name  to  his  subscription  to  the 
memorandum  of  association  of  the  Leith  Depot:  (Limited), 
which  memorandum  of  association  is  dated  the  1st,  and 
registered  in  the  Register  of  Joint  Stock  Companies  at 
Edinburgh  the  6th,  both  days  of  November  1886,  whereby 
the  said  David  Ovens  became  liable  in  a  penalty  of  51. 
sterling; 

And  Likewise, 

the  said  David  Ovens  is  guilty  of  an  offence  within  the 
meaning  of  the  said  1st  and  15th  section  of  the  said  recited 
Act,  in  so  far  as  not  being  a  duly  registered  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  or  a  chemist  and  druggist  within  the  meaning  of 
the  said  recited  Act,  he  did  unlawfully,  and  in  contraven- 
tion of  the  said  1st  and  15th  sections  of  the  said  recited  Act, 
on  or  about  the  15th  day  of  December  1886,  or  on  one  or 
other  of  the  days  of  said  month  and  year,  within  said  shop. 
No.  49  Leith  Walk,  Leith,  and  in  the  county  of  Midlothian, 
sell  to  Alexander  Coats,  residing  at  No.  20  James  Street, 
Edinburgh,  in  said  county,  a  poison,  viz.,  a  quantity  of 
laudanum,  being  a  preparation  of  opium,  and  a  poison  within 
the  meaning  of  the  said  recited  Act,  whereby  the  said  David 
Ovens  became  liable  in  a  penalty  of  51.  sterling; 

And  Likewise, 
Wharton  Thompson,  residing  at  97  Montgomery  Street, 
Edinburgh,  is  guilty  of  an  offence  within  the  meaning  of  the 
said  1st  and  15th  sections  of  the  said  recited  Act,  in  so  far 
as  not  being  a  duly  registered  pharmaceutical  chemist,  or  a 
chemist  and  druggist  within  the  meaning  of  the  said  recited 
Act,  he  did  unlawfully,  and  in  contravention  of  the  said  1st 
and  15th  sections  of  the  said  recited  Act,  on  or  about  the 
18th  day  of  May  1887,  or  on  one  or  other  of  the  days  of  said 
month  and  year,  within  said  shop.  No.  49  Leith  Walk, 
Leith,  and  in  the  county  of  Midlothian,  sell  to  Alexander 
Coats,  residing  at  No.  20  James  Street,  Edinburgh,  in  said 
county,  a  poison,  to  wit,  a  quantity  of  oxalic  acid,  being  a 
poison  within  the  meaning  of  the  said  recited  Act,  whereby 
the  said  Wharton  Thompson  became  liable  in  a  penalty 
of  51." 

Mr.  Orr,  in  objecting  to  the  relevancy  of  the  complaint, 
said  that  there  were  five  charges  made  against  different 
respondents.  The  first  and  most  important  charge  was  under 
the  1st  and  15th  sections  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868, 
which  stated  that  between  December  1,  1886,  and  May  17, 
1887,  the  respondents,  together  or  separately,  unlawfully,  and 
in  contravention  of  the  said  sections,  took,  used,  or  exhibited 
the  name  or  title  of  "  Chemists  and  Druggists,"  &c.  Now, 
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the  first  section  provided  that  on  and  after  December,  1868, 
it  would  be  unlawful  for  any  person  to  sell  or  keep  open  shop 
for  the  sale,  dispensing,  or  compounding  of  medicines,  or 
assume  or  use  the  title  of  "  Chemists  and  Druggists  "  or 
"Pharmacists,"  unless  said  persons  were  pharmaceutical 
chemists  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act.  Section  15  prac- 
tically repeated  the  words  of  Section  1.  What  he  maintained 
was  that  this  first  charge  was  against  all  ihose  seven  persons, 
sole  partners  or  shareholders,  carrying  on  the  business  of 
chemists  and  druggists. 

The  Sheriff :  It  is  that  they  being  partners  of  the  Leith 
Depot  (Limited). 

Mr.  Orr:  Unless  it  be  the  law  that  a  limited  liability 
company  cannot  use  the  title  "  Chemists  and  Druggists," 
there  is  no  good  charge  here.  The  charge  is  not  that  these 
persons  did  not  employ  a  properly  qualified  man  to  dispense 
these  medicines.  If  a  conviction  were  following  upon  this 
charge,  you  would  practically  stop  this  limited  liability 
company  from  calling  themselves  chemists  and  druggists. 

The  Sheriff  ;  They  would  clearly  be  entitled  to  do  so  if 
one  individual  was  a  chemist  or  druggist. 

Mr.  Orr :  I  am  going  to  mention  that  the  law  does  not 
require  any  person  carrjing  on  business  as  a  chemist  and 
druggist  to  be  a  chemist.  They  are  entitled  to  do  that,  pro- 
vided they  employ  qualified  chemists  in  their  shops.  I  would 
refer  your  Lordship  to  the  leading  case,  decided  seven  years 
ago  by  the  House  of  Lords,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  v. 
the  London  Provincial  Supply  Association.  It  differed  in 
■respect  of  the  small  number  of  people  associated  together. 
None  of  the  shareholders  were  chemists  or  druggists  but  the 
one  who  carried  on  the  business  behind  the  counter.  The 
Court  held  that  the  1st  and  I5th  sections  of  the  statute  in 
the  circumstances  did  not  apply  so  as  to  make  this  incor- 
porated company  liable  in  a  penalty.  Wtiat  the  public 
interest  demands  is  that  a  qualified  person  be  employed  to 
dispense  and  compound  medicine.  You  are  not  going  to 
interfere  with  the  liberty  of  trade  in  the  case  of  persons 
combining  to  carry  on  a  business  provided  that  this  is  ob- 
served, and  the  person  employed  is  a  qualified  man. 

The  Sheriff:  According  to  Lord  Selborne's  opinion,  the 
charge  could  not  be  brought  against  the  company,  but  this 
has  been  got  over  by  bringing  it  against  the  individual 
chareholders. 

Mr.  Orr :  The  qiia  shareholders  are  the  company.  The 
effect  of  the  prosecution  of  the  seven  people  would  be  to  stop 
the  company.  The  shop  is  occupied  by  the  Leith  Depot 
Company,  and  not  by  seven  people.  It  is  vain  to  attempt  to 
get  over  the  difficulty  by  dragging  in  the  whole  seven  share- 
bold  ers.  These  shareholders  are  irrelevant,  and  the  same 
argument  applies  to  the  circulars  and  labels. 

The  Sheriff:  The  penalty  here  is  51.,  so  that  if  the  com- 
pany is  sued  there  is  only  one  penalty  of  51.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Orr  :  And  they  want  to  get  seven  times  5^.  (Renewed 
laughter.) 

Mr.  Orr  went  on  to  speak  of  the  charges  against  Andrew 
W.  Gray  and  Ovens,  in  so  far  as  they  did,  in  the  office  of  the 
Hegistrar  of  Joint  Stock  Companies  in  Edinburgh,  "  take, 
use,  or  exhibit  the  name  or  title  of  '  Chemist  and  Drug- 
gist.'" Could  it,  he  asked,  be  stated  that  such  a  document 
lying  on  the  shelves  of  the  Kegistrar's  office  could  be  the 
using  or  exhibiting  of  the  name  of  '  Chemist  and  Druggist '  1 

The  Sheriff :  There  is  no  publication  to  induce  trade.  It 
was  not  an  Act  passed  in  favour  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  but  only  for  the  protection  of  the  public. 

Mr.  Orr,  continuing,  said  that,  as  to  the  two  last  charges, 
each  of  which  was  against  men  who  were  stated  not  to  be 
qualified  for  selling  poisons,  he  understood  one  had  been 
"withdrawn. 

Mr.  Morison  replied  that  that  was  the  case,  but  that  a  new 
complaint,  with  a  proper  name,  had  been  substituted, 
Wharton  Thompson  being  put  in  the  place  of  Robert  Fair- 
weather. 

Mr.  Orr  agreed  to  accept  the  new  complaint. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  that  the  complaint  had  been  particularly 
and  carefully  drawn  out  as  against  shareholders  of  the  com- 
pany. Indeed,  if  this  were  not  competent,  any  number  of 
persons  might  evade  the  statute  for  the  protection  of  the 
public  by  forming  themselves  into  a  company.  It  was  at 
the  same  time  a  complaint  directed  against  the  operations  of 
the  Leith  Depot  Company  (Limited).  The  title  used  was 
not  singular,  it  was  "  Chemists  and  Druggists  " ;  and  to  all 


intents  and  purposes  it  represented  that.the  persons  composing 
that  company  were  chemists  and  druggists.  To  the  ordinary 
complaint  he  had  added :  "  None  of  the  said  Andrew  W. 
Gray,  &;c.,  being  a  duly  registered  chemist  and  druggist 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Act."  He  was  there  under  the 
3rd  subsection  of  section  15,  asking  a  penalty  in  respect 
of  a  contravention — "  who  shall  take,  use,  or  exhibit 
a  name  or  title  of  '  Chemist,' "  and  so  on.  The  decision 
in  the  London  and  Provincial  Supply  Association  it  would 
be  presumptuous  in  him  to  question ;  but  the  first  two- 
thirds  of  Lord  Selborne's  opinion  was  to  the  effect  that  a 
company  could  not  fall  within  the  scope  of  the  word  "  per- 
son," because  a  company  could  not  go  through  the  examina- 
tion which  was  necessary.  All  that  he  contended  was.  Are 
you  entitled  to  take,  use,  or  exhibit  the  title  of  "Chemist 
and  Druggist,"  when  in  point  of  fact  you  have  never 
passed  the  examination  ?  The  real  defence  was  that  the 
public  were  supplied  by  a  competent  person,  but  the  offence 
which  he  libelled  was  the  offence  of  using  a  title  which  did 
not  belong  to  them. 

The  Sheriff :  You  maintain  that  they  are  unlawfully  using 
the  name,  "Leith  Depot  (Limited),  chemists  and  druggists"  ? 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  quite  admitted  that  if  one  of  the  persons 
forming  this  company  had  been  duly  registered  as  a  chemist 
it  might  be  different,  but  here  were  seven  persons  who  were 
not  qualified,  and  that  he  maintained  was  an  evasion  which 
could  not  be  allowed. 

The  Sheriff  :  What  would  be  the  safety  to  the  public  if  one 
of  these  parties  had  been  qualified  ? 

Mr.  Shaw :  It  would  be  this :  one  of  the  parties  would  be 
skilled  in  'ihe  matter. 

The  Sheriff :  The  public  would  have  no  guarantee  that  he 
would  take  charge  there. 

Mr.  Shaw :  He  would  have  an  interest  in  conducting  the 
business.  In  the  case  of  a  company  all  that  was  necessary 
was  provided  if  one  shareholder  would  take  the  management 
of  the  affair.  They  could  all  imagine  that  a  person  of  the 
highest  skill  would  wish  to  have  a  person  associated  with 
him,  duly  qualified,  as  a  protection  and  safety  to  the  public. 
That  person  would  undoubtedly  be  in  charge. 

Mr.  Orr:  My  friend  infers  that  in  the  case  of  a  qualified 
man  holding  one  share  the  objection  would  be  obviated,  but 
that  a  man  drawing  a  salary  would  have  no  interest.  I  think 
that  illustrates  the  shadowy  nature  of  the  distinction 
attempted  to  be  drawn. 

The  Sheriff:  Taking  the  name  of  "  Che-nist  and  Druggist  " 
does  not  refer  to  the  conduct  of  the  business. 

Mr.  Orr  :  There  are  such  stores  all  over  the  country. 

The  Sheriff  :  You  suggest  that  the  prosecutor  might  have 
found  a  case  nearer  home.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Shaw :  There  is  not  one  company  where  there  are  not 
duly-registered  chemists. 

The  Sheriff :  They  are  taking  and  using  the  name  in  this 
particular  way,  and  not  as  regards  ourselves,  but  as  regards 
the  society  or  company  with  which  they  are  connected. 

Mr.  Orr  :  Any  number  of  persons  are  entitled  to  carry  on 
business  in  this  way.  The  law  steps  in  only  to  see  that  the 
sales  are  conducted  by  properly  qualified  persons. 

Mr.  Shaw :  There  is  not,  according  to  the  Registrar,  any 
other  company  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  similar  circum- 
stances. 

Mr.  Orr  :  My  information  is  different. 

The  Sheriff  remarked  that  the  discussion  had  raised  a 
question  of  great  difficulty  and  general  importance.  Pro- 
bably it  would  not  have  been  attended  with  so  much  difficulty 
but  for  the  judgment  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  he  must 
take  time  to  consider  the  points  raised.  He  would  dispose  of 
the  matter  on  Thursday,  at  one  o'clock. 

The  Court  then  rose. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion  counsel  read  long  extracts 
from  the  decision  referred  to  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  from 
the  Acts  under  which  the  complaint  has  been  framed. 

The  prosecution  of  the  seven  partners  of  the  Leith  Depot 
(Limited)  under  the  Pharmacy  Acts  was  resumed  on  Thurs- 
day, in  Edinburgh.  The  Plaintiff  repelled  the  objection  to 
relevancy.  He  said  the  Pharmacy  Act  required  that  persons 
carrying  on  business  as  chemists  and  druggists  should  possess 
a  competent  knowledge  of  their  business.  Such  persons 
must  be  chemists  or  druggists  before  they  could  use  the  title 
in  business.    By  the  Act  it  was  not  required  for  an  offence 
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that  a  person  should  use  the  title  in  his  individual  character; 
it  was  sufficient  for  the  penalty  if  the  partners,  being  un- 
qualified, used  the  title  in  connection  with  their  firm  or  com- 
pany. The  Act  was  for  the  safety  of  the  public ;  and  if  no 
one  in  a  company  of  this  kind  required  to  be  a  qualified 
chemist  and  druggist,  the  purpose  of  the  Act  would  be 
manifestly  easily  defeated.  After  evidence  had  been  led  at 
length  the  case  was  adjourned  to  Friday,  July  1. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Deugs  Act. 

A  new  point  under  this  Act  came  up  at  the  Kensington 
Petty  Sessions  on  Tuesday.  A  man  in  the  employment  of 
Messrs.  Whiteman  &  Cox,  milk  contractors,  of  Netting  Hill, 
was  summoned  for  refusing  to  supply  to  an  officer  a  sample 
of  milk  for  analysis.  On  the  4th  inst.  the  inspector  asked 
the  defendant  to  sell  him  a  pint  of  milk  for  the  purpose  of 
having  it  analysed.  He  replied,  "  I  will  give  you  a  pint  or 
sell  you  a  gallon."  He  refused  to  sell  a  pint.  Mr.  Kicketts, 
who  defended,  elicited  from  the  inspector  that  the  defendant 
had  charge  of  a  cart  containing  several  milk  churns.  He  was 
not  calling  out  "  Milk  !  "  and  only  had  a  gallon  measure.  In 
defence  Mr.  Eicketts  said  Messrs.  Whiteman  &  Cox  were 
wholesale  dealers,  and  did  not  sell  milk  by  retail.  He  pointed 
out  that  the  milk  on  the  occasion  in  question  was  not  exposed 
for  sale,  and  maintained  that  the  17th  section  of  the  Act 
only  applied  to  a  sale  by  retail,  and  not  to  a  sale  conducted 
on  wholesale  principles.  Mr.  G.  C.  Harding,  on  behalf  of 
the  Vestry,  submitted  that  the  defendant's  employers  were 
retailers,  as  they  obtained  the  milk  from  the  farmer  and  then 
sold  it  to  their  customers.  Mr.  Whiteman  was  called,  and 
said  he  never  sold  less  than  a  gallon.  The  Bench  dismissed 
the  summons,  believing  that  the  section  of  the  Act  did  not 
apply. 

Another  point  came  up  at  Liverpool  on  June  22.  James  Ellis, 
flour  dealer,  Lowhill,  was  summoned  for  selling  adulterated 
dried  yeast.  It  was  stated  that  some  yeast  purchased  from  the 
defendant  contained  20  per  cent,  of  potato  starch,  the  addi- 
tion of  which  was  quite  useless  for  the  purpose  of  preserva- 
tion, and  the  only  object  in  adding  it  was  to  undersell  rivals. 
Mr.  Eodway,  for  the  defence,  took  objection  that  yeast  was 
not  food,  and  did  not  come  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 
Mr.  Baffles  (the  magistrate)  asked  if  there  was  any  case  on 
the  point.  Mr.  Eodway  did  not  refer  to  one,  but  mentioned 
one  in  which  it  had  been  decided  upon  appeal  that  baking 
powder,  which  was  used  for  the  same  purpose,  was  not  food. 
For  the  prosecution  it  was  contended  that  baking  powder 
was  not  a  case  in  point,  because  it  was  not  an  ascertained 
thing.  But  yeast  was  an  ascertained  thing,  and  was  food 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Act,  which  stated  that  the  term 
food  should  include  every  article  used  for  food  and  drink 
by  man  other  than  drugs  or  water.  Dr.  Campbell  Brown 
said  yeast  was  food  just  as  cofl'ee  was  food.  Only  a  portion 
of  the  coSee  entered  the  human  stomach,  but  the  whole  of 
the  yeast  did,  and  therefore  in  that  sense  it  was  more  an 
article  of  food  under  the  definition  of  the  Act  than  coffee. 
He  had  purchased  and  analysed  English-dried  yeast  which 
had  contained  no  starch,  and  it  was  far  more  effective.  The 
cost  of  potato  starch  was  11.  a  ton,  and  yeast  was  very  much 
more  expensive  than  that.  Mr.  Baffles  said  he  should  decide 
that  yeast  was  an  article  of  food.  The  case  was  adjourned 
to  enable  the  defence  to  prove  that  the  addition  of  the  starch 
was  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  yeast. 

The  case  came  on  again  on  Thursday,  when  Dr.  Campbell 
Brown  and  Dr.  W.  S.  Squire  gave  evidence  to  the  effect  that 
the  addition  of  starch  to  yeast  was  not  necessary,  while  Dr. 
Tate  testified  that  it  was  necessary.  Mr.  Baffles  said  the 
prosecution  had  not  proved  that  the  addition  of  starch  was 
unnecessary,  and  he  could  not  convict,  but  after  further 
argument  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  yeast  with 
starch  could  only  be  sold  with  a  label  as  a  mixture.  The 
defendant  was  fined  5s.  and  costs. 


Engagement  Agreements. 
Two_  cases  were  reported  last  week  both  bearing  on  the 
legal  limitations  of  engagements  with  assistants,  wherein 
the  assistants  bind  themselves  not  to  practise  within  a 
certain  radius  of  the  residence  of  their  employers.  One 
case  was  heard  in  the  Chancery  Court  of  Lancashire.  Dr. 
Telford,  a  physician  and  surgeon,  of  Bury,  applied  for  an 
injunction  to  restrain  Dr.  Eoss  from  practising  as  a  medical 


man  within  a  radius  of  five  miles  of  St.  Mary's,  Bury,  in  con- 
travention of  an  agreement  entered  into  between  the  parties 
in  July  1883.  The  defendant,  it  was  stated,  entered  the 
service  of  Dr.  Telford  under  the  agreement  in  question,  and 
remained  with  him  as  assistant  for  two  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  left.  Dr.  Telford  subsequently  re-engaged 
him,  but  he  again  left  on  May  6  this  year.  The  defendant 
afterwards  started  practising  on  his  own  account  at  Bury, 
claiming  that  the  second  engagement  cancelled  the  first  one. 
The  judge  granted  an  interim  injunction. 

The  other  case  was  heard  before  Mr.  Justice  Chitty.  A 
medical  practitioner,  named  Mallett,  in  1885  entered  into  an 
agreement  to  act  as  assistant  to  Messrs.  Palmer  &  Hall, 
partners,  at  Newtown,  Montgomeryshire.  Messrs.  Palmer 
&  Hall  dissolved  partnership,  and  continued  practising  m 
Newtown  separately.  Mallett  entered  into  the  service  of 
Hall,  and  the  plaintiff,  Palmer,  complained  that  this  was  a 
breach  on  the  defendant's  part  of  the  agreement,  which  was 
to  the  effect  that  the  defendant  should  not  directly  or  in- 
directly, or  either  alone  or  in  partnership  with  or  as  assistanfe 
of  any  other  person  or  persons,  or  otherwise,  set  up  or  carry 
on  the  profession  of  a  surgeon,  &c-,  at  or  within  ten  miles  of 
Newtown,  without  the  consent  in  writing  of  Hall  & 
Palmer,  their  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns.  The 
defendant  submitted,  inter  alia,  that  the  agreement  was  a 
contract  with  Palmer  and  Hall  jointly,  and  not  a  several 
contract  with  the  plaintiff  Palmer,  and  that  the  partnership 
being  at  an  end  he  was  at  liberty  to  disregard  the  agreement. 
Mr.  Justice  Chitty  said  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  plaintiff 
could  sue  on  the  agreement  without  joining  Hall,  and 
granted  an  interim  injunction  restraining  the  defendant  from 
acting  in  the  way  complained  of. 

On  the  application  of  the  defendant,  the  operation  of  the 
injunction,  with  the  consent  of  the  plaintiff,  was  suspended 
for  a  month. 


"  The  Story  of  Metlakahtla  "  is  the  title  of  a  work  which 
will  be  published  immediately  by  Messrs.  Saxon  &  Co.,  of 
London  and  New  York.  It  is  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Henry  S. 
Wellcome,  of  the  firm  of  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.,  who 
has  been  for  some  time  in  America.  The  Metlakahtlas  are, 
it  appears,  a  community  of  converted  Indians,  who  have 
founded  a  village  in  British  Columbia,  and  have  lived  there 
for  thirty  years.  According  to  Mr.  Wellcome's  narrative,  how- 
ever, they  have  been  subjected  of  late  to  such  persecution 
from  ecclesiastical  sources  that  they  have  resolved  to  transfer 
themselves  and  all  their  belongings  into  Alaskan  territory. 
Any  profits  on  the  book  are  to  be  devoted  to  the  assistance 
of  these  Indians. 

Professor  Attfield's  address  to  the  Hertfordshire  Natural- 
History  Society  on  the  "  Laws  of  Nature  in  Eelation  to 
Health "  (partially  published  in  this  journal  February  19,, 
1887)  has  been  issued  in  form  of  a  pamphlet  for  private  cir- 
culation. It  will  be  remembered  that  Dr.  Attfield  in  that 
address  made  a  strong  protest  against  the  system  of  ventila- 
tion of  sewers  by  means  of  vents  on  a  level  with  the  streets. 
In  an  appendix  to  the  lecture  the  author  now  quotes  lettersv 
from  Dr.  Frankland,  Baldwin  Latham,  C.E.,and  Dr.  Haycroft 
Berry  endorsing  his  views,  which  he  also  takes  the  oppor- 
tunity of  expounding  at  greater  length. 


Mr.  J.  H.  Heaton,  druggist,  Batley,  was  riding  on  the 
23rd  Inst.,  when  his  horse  stumbled  and  fell.  Mr.  Heaton 
was  thrown  to  the  ground  with  much  violence,  and  sus- 
tained a  fracture  of  the  collar-bone  and  injuries  to  the  back. 

Dr.  S.  C.  Sanquikico,  in  Sienna,  has  suggested  a  novel 
method  of  counteracting  the  effects  of  poison.  Assuming 
that  a  poison  bears  some  relation  in  its  effects  to  the  weight 
of  the  animal,  he  proposes  to  increase  that  weight  by  inject- 
ing into  the  veins  a  harmless  fluid,  amounting  to  8  per  cent, 
of  the  animal's  weight.  In  every  case  that  was  tried  a  fatai 
termination  was  prevented,  the  urinary  secretion  increasing^ 
to  a  great  extent  immediately  after  injection,  thus  carrying 
away  the  poison. 
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TiNCTURA  Chloeofoemi  et  Moephin^. 

This  tincture  is  known  to  be  a  substitute  for  the  popular 
nostrum  chlorodyne,  and,  although  it  differs  from  it  in  many 
respects,  it  may  be  regarded  as  a  safe  preparation.  There 
is  one  point  in  the  official  method  of  preparing  the  tincture 
which  requires  some  modification.  It  is  directed  to  dissolve 
the  morphine  hydrochlorate  (8  grains)  and  the  oil  of  pepper- 
mint (4  minims)  in  1  oz.  of  rectified  spirit.  Mr.  C.  F.  Henry, 
in  a  paper  recently  read  to  the  Edinburgh  Chemists'  Assis- 
tants' Association,  pointed  out  that  this  is  a  somewhat  difficult 
matter.  It  is  true  that  the  Pharmacopceia  states  that  morphine 
hydrochlorate  is  readily  soluble  in  spirit ;  but  this  does  not 
agree  with  the  statements  generally  made,  and  it  is  found 
that  it  is  practically  impossible  to  dissolve  the  salt  in  the 
cold.  "  The  matter  of  solubilities,"  remarked  Mr.  Henry, 
"  does  not  seem  to  have  had  very  particular  attention  paid 
to  it  in  the  new  Pharmacopoeia,  as,  for  instance,  in  the  pre- 
paration of  troch.  morph.  et  ipecac.  Twenty  grains  of  hydro- 
chlorate  of  morphine  are  directed  to  be  dissolved  in  ^  oz.  of 
water,  or  1  in  11  nearly ;  whereas  it  is  stated  in  another 
part  of  the  volume  that  1  part  of  the  salt  is  only  soluble  in 
24  parts  of  water."  To  overcome  the  difficulty  of  dissolving 
4he  morphine  hydrochlorate,  some  pharmacists,  following  a 
suggestion  made  by  Mr.  Martindale,  put  all  the  ingredients 
together  in  a  bottle  and  shake,  it  being  assumed  that  in  the 
■course  of  time  the  morphine  will  dissolve.  This  the  author  con- 
•sidered  an  uncertain  and  unpharmaceutical  mode  of  proceed- 
ing, and  he  recommended  that  the  alkaloid  should  be  dissolved 
in  either  the  spirit  or  the  syrup  by  the  aid  of  heat.  The 
«xact  mode  of  procedure  advised  is  as  follows : — Put  the 
alkaloid  and  the  spirit  in  a  small  flask  ;  close  the  neck  with 
cotton-wool,  then  dip  the  flask  in  hot  water,  and  agitate 
its  contents  until  the  morphine  is  dissolved.  The  loss  of 
•spirit  is  infinitesimal,  and  the  alkaloid  does  not  crystallise 
cut  when  the  solution  cools.  [Mr.  D.  B.  Dott  has  shown 
•since  the  paper  was  read  that  morphine  hydrochlorate  is 
•soluble  1  in  40  of  rectified  spirit.  The  proportion  in  the 
tincture  is  1  in  54'5.]  After  the  solution  cools,  dissolve  the 
oil  of  peppermint  in  it,  and  finish  the  preparation  as  directed 
in  the  Pharmacopceia.  It  would  be  much  better  if  the 
Pharmacopceia  directed  the  treacle  to  be  taken  by  weight. 
It  is  a  difficult  matter  to  get  the  whole  of  it  out  of  a  measure 
unless  it  be  heated. 

•Syeup  of  Supeephosphate  of  Iron  and  Oxygen 

{Si/rujms  Ferri  Siq}er])hos2)hatis  Oxygenatae). 

This  is  the  latest  pharmaceutical  novelty  introduced  by 
Dr,  13.  W.  Eichardson,  and  is  prepared  as  follows  : — 

ri.  oz. 

Syrup  of  superphosphate  of  iron  1 

Solution  of  peroxide  of  hydrogen  (teu-Tolume 

strength)  . .       . .    . .  1 

Pure  glycerine       . .       . .   1 

Jlix.   To  make  a  mixture  of  3  oz. 
Dose  :  For  an  adult,  from  1  to  2  fl.  drachms  two  or  three  times  a  day  in 
3  oz.  of  water. 

Dr.  Eichardson  remarks  in  the  last  number  of  the  Ascle- 
jyiad: — "Mr.  Bobbins,  who  has  made  for  me  many  trials  in 
the  manufacture  of  this  oxygenated  syrup,  observed  the 
curious  fact  that  if  the  peroxide  of  hydrogen  solution  were 
added  in  excess  to  the  syrup  of  the  superphosphate  of  iron, 
and  if  the  glycerine  were  not  employed,  the  colour  of  the 
resulting  product  became  of  the  most  beautiful  red.  The 
colour  of  the  preparation  was  so  rich,  and  the  taste  so  agree- 
able, I  would  have  liked  to  have  prescribed  the  syrup  in  this 
state,  but,  unfortunately,  the  colour  was  unstable,  and  it  was 


not  wise  therefore  to  adhere  to  the  prescription.  Prepared 
by  the  formula  given  above,  with  glycerine,  the  syrup  is 
almost  white,-  very  stable,  and  of  an  agreeable  taste.  It  can 
be  made  to  combine  with  tincture  of  nux  vomica,  with 
strychnine,  morphine,  codeine,  quinine,  and  salicin,  or  any 
other  agent  which  does  not  by  its  presence  disturb  and 
liberate  the  oxygen  from  the  peroxide. 

The  syrup,  as  it  is,  is  a  most  useful  remedy  in  cases  of  a 
neurasthenic  type,  and  especially  when  anromia  is  also 
present.  In  an  instance  of  pure  anremia  treated  with  the 
syrup  in  combination  with  an  occasional  saline  purgative,  I 
have  seen  more  rapid  results  towards  recovery  than  from  any 
ferruginous  remedy  I  have  hitherto  employed  under  similar 
circumstances." 

Camphoe  in  the  Powdeeed  Form  is  (according  to  a 
German  patent)  obtained  by  mixing  the  crude  camphor  with  5 
per  cent,  acid  phosphate  of  calcium,  which  combines  with 
the  iron  contained  in  the  camphor  as  an  impurity,  and  the 
mixture  is  sublimed  in  an  iron  retort.  The  vapours  escape  in  the 
upper  portion  of  a  large  condensing-chamber  furnished  with 
an  exhaust-pump,  and  are  condensed  in  the  form  of  a  light 
powder,  which  may  also  be  compressed  into  blocks. 

A  Geneeal  Tonic. 
The  following  is  recommended  by  Fothergill  :— 


Quiniaas  sulph.  ..  ,,       ,,  gr.  xvj. 

Strychuiuse  sulpli   gr.  S3. 

Potassii  citratis . .    3is3. 

Tr.  ferri  perchloridi   . .  3v. 

Syrup   2]. 

Aqua3  ad   Jiv 

M. 


Siff. :  A  teaspooutul  three  or  four  times  a  day. 

CoNiuM  Feuit  in  Anise. 

Mk.  C.  L.  Lochman  writes  to  the  Anierica7i  Bruggist, 
calling  attention  to  the  fact  that  Italian  anise  contains 
conium  fruit.  He  detected  it  by  propagating  plants  from 
the  seeds,  and  recommends,  as  a  ready  test,  that  a  few  grains 
of  the  seed  should  be  bruised  in  a  mortar  and  triturated  with 
potash  solution,  when  the  mouse-like  odour  of  coniine  will  be 
developed.  Obviously  this  adulteration  is  one  which  should 
be  carefully  looked  for  by  all  pharmacists.  The  German 
seed  is  said  to  be  free  from  the  adulterant. 

Neuteal  Hydeochloeate  of  Quinine. 

We  have  received  from  Dr.  A.  Clermont,  of  Paris,  a  re- 
print of  a  note  communicated  by  him  to  Comptes  Rcndus  on 
the  therapeutic  use  of  the  neutral  hydrochlorate  of  quinine. 
Dr.  Clermont  states  that  the  principal  objection  to  the  use 
of  the  basic  hydrochlorate  of  quinine  is  its  sparing  solubility 
in  water,  one  part  requiring  22  times  its  weight  of  water  for 
solution.  The  neutral  hydrochlorate  of  quinine  is  soluble  in 
its  own  weight  of  water.  This  hydrochlorate  cannot  be  con- 
veniently prepared  by  dissolving  pure  quinine  in  hydrochloric 
acid.  The  method  which  Dr.  Clermont  recommends,  and 
which  he  frequently  uses,  is  to  dissolve  548  grammes  of 
neutral  sulphate  of  quinine  in  a  sufficient  quantity  of  water, 
and  to  this  add  208  grammes  of  chloride  of  barium  (a  small 
excess  of  the  quinine  sulphate  being  added  to  ensure  that 
the  whole  of  the  barium  is  precipitated).  The  solutions  are 
mixed,  and  after  separation  of  the  barium  sulphate  by 
filtration  the  liquor  is  evaporated  at  about  100°  C.  until  the 
neutral  hydrochlorate  of  quinine  separates  in  the  crystalline 
form.  This  salt  is  a  very  useful  one,  being  as  convenient  for 
hypodermic  injections  as  for  administration  by  the  stomach. 
Ig  is  a  pure  bitter,  and  is  quite  free  from  styptic  taste. 

Anti-asthmatic  Powder. 

Dr.  Clbey's  powder  for  the  relief  of  asthma  is  stated  to 
be  made  according  to  the  following  formula  : — 

Parts 


PuIt,  stramonii  fol.  ..       ..       ,.  ..30 

„    belladonnae  fol.  ..       ..       ..  ..30 

,,    potaEsii  nitratis  5 

,,    opii   .,       .,    ..  2 

M. 


A  little  of  this  is  to  be  burnt  and  the  fumes  inhaled. 
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"SANITAS" 


TRADE  MARK. 


THE     BEST  I)ISI]V]PECTA.NT 

FLUID,  OIL.  POWDER,  SOAPS, 
TOILET  &  VETERINARY  FREPARATIOITS. 

For  Trade  Lists,  Terms,  &c.,  apply  to 
THE  SANITAS  CO.,  Ld.,  Bethnal  Green,  LONDON,  E. 


"THE  QUEEN  OF  TABLE  WATERS." 
ICED    A.E»OLX^I]VAI^IS  Wy^TER. 

"  T/iere  is  a  popular  but  entirely  mistaken  notion  that  ice  is  in  its  nature 
pure  and  innocuous;  it  is  on  the  contrary  very  apt  to  be  impure  and  ncrious, 
and  may  easily  contain  the  germs  of  fatal  disease." 

"Apollinaris  Water,  by  its  absolute-  purity,  affords  complete  guarantee 
agaimt  the  dangers  of  zymotic  disease  incidental  to  ordinary  drinking-water- 
Its  sparkling  and  refreshing  character  tenders  qui'e  unnecessary  the  introduc- 
tion of  ice  into  it.  THERE  IS,  OF  COURSE,  NO  OBJECTION  TO  ICINO 
APOLLINARIS,  AS  CHAMPAGNE  IS  ICED,  BY  THE  EXTERNAL 
AfRLLCATWN  OF  COLD  UNTIL  ITS  TEMPERATURE  IS  BROUOIIT 
DOWN  IN  HOT  WEATHER  TO  A  PLEASANT  COOLNESS.  So  treated, 
it  is  a  beverage  as  refreshing  and  agreeable  as  it  is  pure  and  wholesome  " 

SLACK  &  BROWNLOW'S 
COMPRESSED  CHARCOAL  FILTERS. 

See  Advertisement,  page  13. 


SILICATED  CARBON 
^iSii-  FILTERS. 
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BIOMO   IODINE    MINEEAL  WATER. 

The  strongest  known  Iodine  Water  in  the  World, 

This  remarkable  Spa  has  been  purchased  by  a  Syndicate  of  gentlemen  who  have 
dete'  mined  to  make  more  widely  known  the  extraordinary  curative  powers  of  this 
eprnifi,  which  contains  more  Iodine  and  Bromine  than  any  spring  in  Europe— 
"  And,  we  may  safely  add,  in  any  part  of  the  World."— Zr.  C'l^e,  /or  many  years 
late  resident  Fkj/sician  at  Woodhalt  Upa. 

An  analysis  of  the  water  having  been  made  in  November,  1886,  by  Profesaor 
"Wanklyn,  M.R.C.S.,  corresponding  member  of  the  Boyal  Bavarian  Academy  of 
Sciences,  Professor  of  Chemistry,  a  very  important  discovery  has  been  made^viz., 
the  pjesenre  of  Free  or  Elementary  Iodine. 

Dr.  Wanklyn  says—*'  So  far  as  I  am  aware,  this  is  the  first  instance  in  which  free 
Iodine  has  been  found  in  appreciable  quantity  in  a  natural  water.  For  many  yeara 
the  Woodhall  Spa  has  been  celebrated  as  a  valuable  remedy  in  ekin  diseases.  The 
fact  that  it  is  a  solution  of  free  Iodine  is  interesting  in  t£.is  connection,  and  well 
worthy  ot  the  attention  of  the  medical  profession." 

The  Woodhall  Bromo  Iodine  Water  is  now  beinf  bottled  at  the  Spring  by  the 
Sole  Agents,  BROMLEY  *  CO.,  Chemists,  233  Kigh  Street,  Lincoln,  5  &  6  The 
Grove,  Buxton,  and  at  Woodhall.  All  communicationB  to  be  addressed  to  tliem  at 
the  Spa,  Woodhall,  Horncastle. 


The  Most  Extensive  Peppermint  Worls  in  the  World,     Established  A.D.  1869- 

&       TWT      T^^^T^T^    GROWER,  DISTILLER, 
XVA»    A  V-F.a-#JL-*5      and  REFINER  of 

CRYSTAL  WHITE  OIL  PEPPERMINT. 

This  quality  is  now  obtainable  through  the  principal  Wholesalers 
of  Great  Britain,  at  special  introductory  prices,  in  sealed  Bottles  of 
500  grams,  1  lb.,  8  oz ,  and  4  oz.  It  is  positively  guaranteed  not  only 
absolutely  pure,  but  in  every  respect  the  highest  quality  manufactured, 
but  the  most  economical  in  use.  Specify  it  in  your  next  order.  See  large- 
advertisement  on  page  26. 


F  O  "W  E  S,  IF  TJ  Xj  ! 


H  ^  ISr  13  Y  !  ! 


S  ^  IF  E  !  !  r 


In    Perforated     %fng   —  Itetail    1-I1>.    Tin,  Is. 

Trade  Price,  8s.  per  dozen,  less  usual  discount.   Through  all  "Wholesale  Houses. 

CONDY  &  MITCHELL  (Ld.),  67  &  b8  Tummill  St.,  London,  E.C. 

SOLE  PROPRIETORS  OF  CONDY'S  FLUID- 


EDITORIAL 


OTES. 


END    OF    THE    TRADE  ASSOCIATION 

When  we  reported  a  fortnight  since  the  decision  of  the. 
London  meeting  to  continue  the  Chemists  and  Druggists' 
Trade  Association,  we  added  that  this  was  a  resolution, 
arrived  at  by  less  than  forty  chemists,  but  that  nobody  knew 
how  it  was  to  be  carried  into  effect.  The  members  of  the 
executive  committee,  when  they  came  to  face  the  work  en- 
trusted to  them  by  their  too-confiding  friends,  found  the 
conditions  such  as  to  prevent  all  possibility  of  success,  and^ 
like  sensible  men,  they  have  adopted  the  one  course  obviously 
open  to  them,  and  have,  with  whatever  grace  was  attainable^ 
resolved  themselves  out  of  the  dignity,  which  has  hitherto 
surrounded  them,  into  the  position  of  plain  members  of  the 
trade.  Their  corporate  funds  were  gone,  and,  instead  of 
handing  over  their  surplus  to  the  Benevolent  Fund,  as  they 
had  handsomely  proposed  to  do  a  month  since,  they  have 
found  it  necessary  to  whip  round  among  themselves  to  settle, 
up  the  final  claims.  The  fourteen  hundred  gentlemen  who 
had  intimated  their  willingness  to  subscribe  half  a  guinea, 
for  next  year  undoubtedly  promised  this  subject  to  the  im- 
plied condition  that  the  Association  would  be  vigorous- 
enough  to  carry  out  its  own  programme.  Clearly  it  would 
not  be  ;  and  the  fourteen  hundred  would  have  been  justified 
under  the  circumstances  in  declining  to  fulfil  their  engage- 
ment. The  members  of  the  executive  committee  seem  to  be 
extremely  well  satisfied  with  themselves  and  with  the  work 
they  have  done.  Once  more  we  endorse  that  opinion  gene- 
rally ;  but  in  justice  to  the  trade  as  a  body  we  are  bound  to 
tell  them  that  they  are  not  entirely  guiltless  of  self-murder. 
V/e  quite  agree  with  Mr.  Holdsworth  that  if  they  have  de- 
fended some  doubtful  cases  they  have  not  done  harm  in  this 
way.  They  have  by  such  actions  cleared  up  doubtful  points 
ot  law,  and  have,  besides,  shown  the  enemies  of  the  trade  that 
they  were  not  afraid  to  fight.  We  find  no  fault  with  them 
on  this  score.  But  it  has  been  too  clear  that  in  the  struggle- 
for  existence  they  have  been  too  willing  to  encourage  and 
adopt  and  magnify  any  fancied  grievance  of  chemists,  and 
by  this  policy  they  have  to  some  extent  lost  the  support  of 
the  better  and  more  thoughtful  men  in  the  trade.  There  are- 
a  few  chemists  and  druggists  who  are  always  getting  inta 
hot  water  with  the  analysts,  the  apothecaries,  the  Board  of 
Inland  Revenue,  or  some  constituted  authority,  and  there  ar& 
Some  others  who  regard  it  as  a  canon  of  trade  duty  to  in- 
variably sympathise  with  these  victims  of  oppression.  They 
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are  like  the  Irish  immigrant  who,  landing  in  America,  found 
a  street  row  proceeding,  flung  off  his  coat,  and  leaped  in  the 
midst  with  the  single  inquiry,  "  Which  side's  agin  the  Guv- 
verment  ?  "  Playing  to  the  gallery  has  not  proved  an  alto- 
gether satisfactory  financial  business.  The  gallery  has 
applauded,  but  has  not  sufficiently  supported  the  performers. 

Apart  from  this  tendency,  however — and  even  this  has  par- 
taken of  the  character  of  generosity — it  must  be  acknowledged 
that  the  men  who  have  for  eleven  years  stood  in  the  front  of 
the  trade  and  fought  their  battles  have  deserved  our 
heartiest  thanks.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  without  this 
organisation  the  difficulties  under  which  chemists  and  drug- 
gists carry  on  their  business  would  have  been  greater  than 
they  are.  They  have  made  the  apothecaries  cautious,  they 
have  taught  analysts  to  keep  within  reasonable  limits,  and 
they  have  checked  would-be  monopolists  in  attempted  in- 
fringements of  common  rights.  Their  power  to  prevent  un- 
qualified men  from  practising  as  pharmacists  has  been  very 
slight,  but  to  such  extent  as  they  could  exercise  influence  it 
has  been  used  in  the  interests  of  the  trade.  It  is  simple 
justice  to  recall  these  facts  now  that  the  Association  has 
finished  its  career.  "  The  enemies  of  Ceesar  would  say  this  ; 
then  in  a  friend  'tis  but  cold  modesty." 

The  dissolution  of  the  Association  leaves  a  blank  in  our 
polity  which  will  perhaps  be  realised  more  keenly  as  time 
passes.  Many  of  those  who  never  subscribed  and  responded 
to  no  circular  will  probably  be  the  first  to  cry  out  against  the 
lack  of  union  manifested.  It  is  understood,  however,  that 
the  opportunity  of  trade  defence  is  to  be  offered  on  a  strictly 
commercial  basis  by  the  two  gentlemen  on  whom  the  rough 
work  of  the  last  eleven  years  has  fallen.  Mr.  Haydon,  the 
secretary,  and  Mr.  Glaisyer,  the  solicitor  to  the  defunct 
Association,  have  organised  a  scheme  whereby  they  offer  to 
place  their  experience  and  their  abilities  at  the  service  of 
chemists  and  druggists.  These  gentlemen  are  known  and 
respected  wherever  the  Trade  Association  has  spread  itself, 
and  in  many  respects  it  is  certain  that  they  can  accomplish 
the  work  of  the  Association  quite  as  effectively,  and  certainly 
more  economically,  than  it  could  be  done  through  the  round- 
about process  of  sifting  it  through  an  executive  committee, 
and  perhaps  through  a  general  meeting  as  well.  We  under- 
stand that  these  gentlemen  offer  to  guarantee  at  least  a  first 
defence,  in  certain  defined  cases,  to  any  client  who  may  be 
legally  attacked.  Their  scheme  is,  in  fact,  one  of  mutual 
insurance ;  and,  now  that  nothing  of  the  kind  exists,  it  is 
certainly  of  the  highest  importance  that  some  competent 
authority  should  fill  the  requirement.  There  are  no  men  in 
England  more  fitted  for  the  work  than  Messrs.  Haydon  and 
Glaisyer.  We  heartily  wish  their  enterprise  abundant 
success. 


THE    PHARMACOPCEIA  AND 

PROPRIETARY  PREPARATIONS. 

Last  week  a  correspondent  asked  a  question  through  our 
Dispensing  Note?,  which  laises,  not  inopportunely,  the  whole 
question  regarding  the  I  harmacopceia  and  proprietary  prepa- 
rations. The  question,  "  Is  it  correct  to  dispense  ext.  opii  liquid, 
when  liq.  opii  sed.  is  prescribed,  no  maker's  name  being  men- 
tioned ?  ■'  is  easily  disposed  of.  There  is  no  doubt  about  the 
fact  that  the  liquid  extract  of  opium  of  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia is  the  official  representative  of  Battley's  sedative 
solution,  but  it  was  long  ago  proved  by  Messrs.  Deane  and 
Brady  that  the  latter  preparation  differed  in  many  essential 
particulars  from  a  simple  solution  of  opium  in  spirit  and 
water.  The  two  preparations  are,  in  short,  widely  different 
from  each  other  in  chemical  and  therapeutical  properties. 
Without  entering  into  detail,  however,  into  the  merits  of  the 


preparations,  or  endeavouring  to  decide  between  the  original 
Battley's  sedative  solution  and  its  host  of  imitations,  the 
opportunity  is  a  convenient  one  for  a  few  remarks  on  the 
oflScial  endeavours  to  imitate — pirate  is  too  strong  a  word, 
we  presume — successful  proprietary  preparations. 

It  appears  to  be  an  accepted  principle  in  even  the  highest 
pharmaceutical  and  medical  circles  that  the  sale  of  special 
or  secret  pharmaceutical  preparations  should  be  discouraged; 
and  if  they  happen  to  weather  this  storm  of  discredit,  then 
the  next  thing  to  do  is  to  get  similar  preparations  officialised. 
This  condition  of  things  is  contemporaneous  with  the  exist- 
ence of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  and  it  existed  while  its 
predecessors  held  the  field.  In  latter  days  the  purely  phar- 
maceutical element  has  carried  the  principle  a  little  further, 
and  very  shortly  we  expect  to  have  semi-official  formulas  for 
popular  specialities.  All  this  is  perfectly  legal  as  long  as 
any  registered  titles  are  not  given  to  the  imitations,  and,  as 
the  moral  aspect  of  the  question  is  not  taken  into  considera- 
tion, most  people  assume  that  the  procedure  is  quite  correct. 
But  what  of  the  imitations  themselves  ?  The  liquid  extract 
of  opium  is  a  miserable  representation  of  Battley's  sedative 
solution,  so,  too,  was  the  ext.  cinchona;  liquid,  B.P.  1867,  a 
sorry  imitation  of  Battley's  liquor  cinchona;  cordifoliee. 
Over  the  whole  line  of  imitations  the  Pharmacopoeia  authori- 
ties have  been  peculiarly  unfortunate.  Pulvis  antimonialis, 
the  official  substitute  for  pulvis  jacobi  verus,  has  scarcely 
anything  in  common  with  its  prototype.  It  is  true  that 
oxide  of  antimony  and  lime  are  found  in  the  latter,  and  that 
the  official  formula  is  one  which  gives  a  preparation  of  con- 
stant composition  so  far  as  oxide  of  antimony  and  phosphate 
of  lime  are  concerned,  but  the  preparation  is  inert,  whereas 
pulvis  jacobi  verus  is  a  very  active  remedy.  The  fashion  as 
regards  prescribing  has  changed  considerably  since  antimonial 
powder  was  introduced,  but  if  figures  go  for  anything,  it  is 
somewhat  significant  that  in  our  analysis  of  10,000  prescrip- 
tions pulv.  jacobi  ver.  occurs  twelve  times,  and  pulv.  anti- 
monialis is  conspicuous  by  its  absence.  The  pharmacopoeia  I 
representative  of  Schacht's  liquor  bismuthi  furnishes  another 
notable  example  of  official  muddling.  The  1867  liquor  was 
a  nauseous  preparation,  as  distinct  from  Schacht's  liquor  as 
anything  possibly  could  be,  and  although  the  1885  for- 
mula affords  an  improved  preparation,  it  is  still  different 
from  Schacht's  in  essential  particulars.  Liquor  ferri 
dialysatus  is  a  happier  attempt  to  imitate  Bravais's  liquor, 
and,  although  the  authorities  cannot  be  said  to  have  altogether 
failed  with  liquor  magnesise  carbonatis  B.P.  as  a  representative 
of  the  excellent  and  popular  fluid  magnesias  of  Dinnefordand 
Murray,  there  is  a  something  about  the  original  preparations- 
which  the  Pharmacopoeia  has  not  been  able  to  grasp,  and 
consequently  the  official  offspring  has  fallen  decidedly  flat 
upon  the  pharmaceutic  world.  Much  the  same  may  be  said 
of  liquor  potassii  permanganatis  as  an  imitation  of  Condy's 
fluid,  and  of  the  solitary  granular  preparation  of  the  Phar- 
macopoeia. 

Later  attempts  on  the  part  of  our  Pharmacopoeia  com- 
pilers have  been  even  worse  than  their  predecessors.  The 
late  Peter  Squire  introduced  an  opium  preparation  which  he 
called  liquor  morphia;  bimeconatis.  It  was  evidently  in 
sufficient  request  to  call  for  an  official  substitute,  so  in  the  last 
edition  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  there  was  introduced  a  liquor 
morphinae  bimeconatis,  a  water- white  solution  of  the  morphia 
salt.  Squire's  preparation  is  a  dark  solution,  presum- 
ably prepared  directly  from  opium.  la  this  instance  the 
Pharmacopoeia  authorities  made  an  immense  advance  by 
making  official  a  slight  modification  of  a  title  enjoyed  for 
nearly  fifty  years  by  a  speciality.  We  have  nothing  to  thank 
them  for  in  the  departure,  as  it  creates  confusion.  The  most 
flagrantly  bad  imitation  of  a  nostrum  which  the  Pharma- 
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copoeia  has  yet  given  us  is  the  tincture  of  chloroform  and 
morphine,  to  wit  "  official  chlorodyne."  We  remarked  of  this 
preparation  when  the  Pharmacopoeia  was  introduced,  "  no 
dispenser  will  be  justified  in  dispensing  this  prepara- 
tion when  chlorodyne  is  ordered,"  and  nothing  has 
occurred  since  which  warrants  us  in  changing  our  opinion. 
The  ofiicial  formula  may  have  done  good  by  inducing 
uniformity  in  the  composition  of  chlorodyne  substitutes, 
but  we  question  if  this  has  been  done,  and  we  trust  that  it 
may  not  happen,  for  it  would  be  a  pity  to  reduce  uniformity 
to  the  worst  imitation  of  a  speciality.  There  are  other 
examples  in  the  Pharmacopccia  similar  to  those  which  have 
been  mentioned,  but  sufficient  has  been  stated  to  show  that 
neither  the  physician,  the  pharmacist,  nor  the  public  can 
place  reliance  upon  the  therapeutic  properties  of  official  sub- 
stitutes for  proprietary  preparations.  Pharmacists,  as  a  rule, 
look  upon  them  with  an  eye  to  business,  and  the  process  of 
officialising  substitutes  gives  many  of  them  a  pretext,  perhaps 
justifiable,  for  preferring  the  official  to  the  proprietary  pre- 
parations. It  is  true  that  the  Pharmacopoeia  authorities,  as 
representing  the  medical  profession,  accede  to  the  request  of 
their  constituents  in  giving  formula;  for  preparations  akin  to 
specialities ;  but  why  do  they  do  the  work  so  badly  ?  Is  it 
beneath  their  dignity  to  buy  a  sample  of  a  speciality,  examine 
it,  and  do  their  best  to  produce  an  article  as  like  it  as  pos- 
sible 1  This  is  the  course  which  expert  imitators  follow,  and 
it  is  the  common-sense  plan,  after  all.  But  the  fact  is  the 
principle  is  a  bad  one.  Specialities  should  be  allowed  to 
enjoy  undisturbed  any  reputation  which  they  may  acquire  ; 
and  it  is  a  matter  of  history  that  few  of  them  retain  their 
popularity  for  a  generation,  whether  assailed  by  imitations 
or  not,  and  as  long  as  they  are  popular  people  can  afford  to 
remunerate  inventors  for  their  ingenuity.  Apart  from  that 
there  is  the  fact  that  there  would  be  no  end  to  the  creation 
of  official  substitutes  if  the  principle  were  carried  out 
thoroughly.  We  would  require  formulce  for  Pellows's  Syrup, 
Hewlett's  Liquors,  Fletcher's  Syrup  of  Hypobromites,  Ferris's 
Nepenthe,  Benger's  Peptic  Preparations,  and  the  hundred-and- 
one  other  specialities  which  are  at  present  more  or  less  pre- 
scribed by  physicians.  But  it  is  obvious  that  a  wholesale 
system  of  pirating  on  the  part  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  authorities 
would  bring  discredit  upon  our  national  formulary.  It  would 
be  better,  therefore,  that  they  should  let  the  matter  alto- 
gether alone  for  the  reason  stated,  as  well  as  for  the  broader 
principle  involved  in  the  axiom,  "  the  labourer  is  worthy  of 
his  hire." 


THE   NEW   ZEALAND   KAURI  TRADE. 

The  New  Zealand  firms  engaged  in  the  Kauri  trade  appear 
very  dissatisfied  with  the  present  condition  of  the  industry, 
and  seem  to  entertain  gloomy  apprehensions  concerning  its 
future.  Kauri  forms  an  important  article  of  export  from 
New  Zealand,  the  centre  of  the  trade  being  at  Auckland, 
where  some  twenty  firms  of  importance  are  interested  in  the 
resin,  the  collection  of  which  has  recently  proceeded  at  a 
rate  likely  to  result  in  the  complete  exhaustion  of  the 
■deposits  by  the  beginning  of  the  next  century,  though  the 
increased  output  has  had,  for  its  first  result,  a  glut  in  the 
market,  which  has  brought  down  the  value  of  the  com- 
modity to  a  level  said  to  be  so  low  as  to  render  the 
trade  unremunerative  to  all  parties  concerned.  The  Kauri 
forests  and  deposits  are  only  found  in  the  Northern- 
most part  of  New  Zealand,  and  though  the  Kauri  resin 
may  be  obtained  in  quantity  from  the  living  tree,  as  a 
matter  of  fact  the  bulk,  if  not  the  whole  of  it,  exported 
from  New  Zealand  to  America  and  Great  Britain  is  obtained 
from  the  fossil  deposits  which  are  found  under  the  sur- 


face of  the  soil  partly  mingled  with  strata  of  tertiary 
coal.  The  resin  is  mostly  collected  by  natives,  who 
hunt  for  it  with  a  pointed  steel  rod,  and  dig  it  up  by 
means  of  a  spade,  scraping  ofE  the  decayed  portions 
which  occasionally  adhere  to  the  lumps.  It  is  said  that  close 
upon  2,000  Maoris  and  a  number  of  whites,  mostly  social 
wreckage  from  Europe,  are  employed  in  the  collection  of  the 
resin,  which  was  formerly  a  payiog  and  easy  occupation,  but 
of  late  has  become  much  more  arduous,  the  most  accessible 
layers  having  been  exhausted.  Kauri  was  first  shipped  from 
Auckland  in  commercial  quantities  about  forty  years  ago, 
and  it  is  computed  that  in  the  decade  between  1870  and  1880 
no  less  than  81,329,920  lbs.  were  exported  from  Auckland, 
besides  a  few  thousands  annually  shipped  from  other  ports 
in  New  Zealand.  Since  then  the  output  has  greatly  increased, 
and  the  world's  annual  consumption  of  kauri  resin,  in  var- 
nish, linoleum,  and  silk  manufacture,  and  for  minor  uses,  at 
present  is  estimated  at  about  11,000,000  lbs.  yearly.  But  the 
use  of  the  resin  is  not  apparently  capable  of  any  great  expan- 
sion, and  it  would  therefore  seem  good  policy  on  the  part  of 
the  New  Zealand  kauri  merchants  to  come  to  a  mutual 
understanding  for  carefully  husbanding  what  still  remains 
of  the  deposits  in  the  island.  There  is  a  rumour  that  a 
movement  is  actually  projected  among  Auckland  firms  to 
form  a  sort  of  kauri  dealers'  association,  for  regulating  the 
output  and  controlHng  the  supply  of  the  article ;  and  it  is 
also  thought  that  in  the  present  session  of  the  New  Zealand 
Parliament  a  Bill  may  be  promoted  to  subject  the  collection 
of  kauri  to  certain  restrictions.  During  the  present  year  very 
large  quantities  of  kauri  have  been  placed  on  the  Auckland 
market,  in  March  alone  no  less  than  600  tons  arrived  there, 
and  in  April  over  400  tons,  causing  prices  to  recede,  although 
at  the  end  of  April  a  slight  improvement  had  occurred.  A 
fire  took  place  at  a  gum  store  on  March  7,  by  which  about 
2,000Z.  worth  of  kauri  was  destroyed.  A  comparison  of  the 
kauri  prices  in  New  Zealand  and  in  London  does  not  quite 
bear  out  the  complaint  of  the  exporters,  that  the  values  are 
no  longer  remunerative ;  for  while  at  the  end  of  April  poor 
to  best  ordinary  kauri  was  quoted  at  Auckland  at  30s.  to  45«. 
per  cwt.,  and  East  Coast  at  57s.  to  59s.  per  cwt.,  the  prices 
obtained  at  public  auction  in  London  a  month  later  ranged 
from  45s.  for  very  common  brown  to  93s.  for  fine  bold  well 
scraped ;  while  selected  kauri  realised  as  much  as  157s.  6cl. 
per  cwt.  Allowing  for  freight,  charges,  and  difference  in 
quality  after  grading  in  London,  this  margin  seems  a  fairly 
wide  one.  The  kauri  pine  is  not  found  outside  a  limited 
area  in  New  Zealand,  and  a  combination  of  dealers  controlling 
the  whole  of  the  supply  would,  therefore,  possess  all  the  ele- 
ments of  success.  The  resin  obtainable  from  the  living  tree, 
Dammara  australis,  is  much  softer  and  of  a  less  desirable 
quality  than  the  fossil  kauri ;  besides,  the  wood  of  the  tree 
is  highly  prized  as  timber,  and  according  to  reliable  accounts 
the  forests  are  fast  being  cut  down,  so  that  in  all  probability 
our  supplies  will  remain  limited  to  fossil  kauri. 


THE    VACANT  CHAIR. 

There  is  a  vacant  seat  on  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  and 
at  their  meeting  next  week  the  Council  will  appoint  some 
one  to  fill  it.  It  is  generally  anticipated  that  the  choice  will 
fall  on  Mr.  Butt.  Strict  justice  seems  to  demand  the  selection 
of  Mr.  Martin,  of  Newcastle,  whose  name  was  next  to  the 
dividing  line  at  the  last  election  and  above  that  of  Mr.  Butt. 
There  are,  however,  strong  reasons  for  preferring  a  London 
to  a  country  representative,  London  men  doing  necessarily 
the  larger  share  of  the  committee  and  routine  work,  although 
it  may  be  readily  admitted  that  the  majority  of  the  novel 
and  brilliant  ideas  put  forth  are  introduced  by  provincial 
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representatives.  Mr.  Butt,  no  doubt,  possesses  a  thousand 
virtues,  but  these  are  linked  with  the  one  crime  of  being  a 
thick-and-thin  supporter  of  Mr.  Carteighe.  This  reason  is  a 
sufficient  one  for  not  electing  him  at  the  present  moment. 
There  is  a  general  impression,  and  it  is  certainly  not  ill- 
founded,  that  Mr.  Carteighe  is  "rushing"  the  Society's  busi- 
ness with  but  scant  regard  to  anyone's  opinion  but  his  own. 
The  patiently-hoarded  wealth  of  the  Society  is  going  at  an 
astonishing  rate  into  magnificent  but  unremunerative  archi- 
tectural schemes ;  the  present  legislative  efforts  of  the 
Council  are  not  such  as  would  have  been  framed  by  the 
Council  if  they  had  been  left  to  their  own  wisdom,  unguided 
by  their  President ;  and  the  ridiculous  Jubilee  address  to  the 
Queen  is  surely  a  strange  result  of  the  intellectual  efforts  of 
twenty-one  exceptionally  gifted  gentlemen  combined.  Now 
if  Mr.  Butt  is  appointed  to  the  seat  on  the  Council  vacated 
by  Mr.  Williams,  the  effect  will  be  that,  in  place  of  one  of  the 
very  few  representatives  who  thought  independently  and 
expressed  their  opinions  boldly,  there  will  be  just  one  more 
certain  vote  at  the  disposal  of  the  President.  Mr.  Williams 
has  acquired  a  most  valuable  experience  ;  he  has  generally 
spoken  and  voted  on  the  side  of  liberality  and  progress,  and 
his  only  reprehensible  public  action  has  been  his  recent  resig- 
nation. His  continued  presence  at  the  Council  table  would 
be  of  the  utmost  value  with  such  a  dangerous  President  in 
command,  and  the  Council  will  only  act  prudently,  as  well  as 
gracefully  towards  one  of  the  most  estimable  of  their  col- 
leagues, if  they  postpone  the  appointment  for  a  month  in 
order  to  try  to  persuade  Mr.  Williams  to  resume  his  duties, 
or,  if  postponement  be  illegal,  they  might  re-appoint  him 
even  without  his  own  consent.  It  has  been  stated  that  he 
was  pressed  to  abandon  his  intention  of  resigning,  but  the 
pressure  certainly  did  not  come  from  the  Council  as  a  body. 
Mr.  Williams  has  been  in  bad  health  of  late,  but  he  is  by 
no  means  worn  out,  and  he  ought  not  to  be  definitely  parted 
with  until  a  determined  effort  has  been  made  to  retain  his 
assistance. 


Who  owns  '^'^i^  question  ha?  been  settled  for  Missouri 
the  Pre       pharmacists  in  the  law  which  governs  their 

scri  tion  ?  conduct  as  to  the  sale  of  alcoholic  liquors  and 
^  pharmaceutical  matters  generally.  According 

to  this  law,  "  Every  druggist  or  pharmacist  shall  carefully 
preserve  all  prescriptions  compounded  by  him  or  those  in  his 
employ,  numbering,  dating,  and  filing  them  in  the  order  in 
which  they  are  compounded,  and  shall  produce  the  same  in 
court  or  before  any  grand  jury  whenever  thereto  lawfully  re- 
quired ;  and  on  failing,  neglecting,  or  refusing  so  to  do  shall 
be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanour,  and  on  conviction  shall 
be  punished  by  a  fine  not  less  than  ^50  nor  more  than  ^100." 
Similar  provision  in  this  country  would  be  considered  a 
violation  of  the  rights  of  the  patient,  who  has  paid  for  the 
prescription. 


Bacillopathists  Her  Majesty's  Consul  in  Morocco  states  that  in 
forestalled  interior  of  the  country  a  virulent  form  of 

lung  disease,  called  "  Bayoor,"  is  very  prevalent 
among  goats,  which  form  a  staple  part  of  the  agricultural 
wealth  of  the  rural  and  nomadic  population.  The  principal 
symptoms  of  this  disease,  which  is  said  not  to  attack  sheep, 
but  only  goats,  are  stated  to  be  that  the  hair  drops  ofE,  the 
animal  rapidly  sickens,  death  ensues  in  two  or  three  days, 
and  the  lungs,  if  a  post-mortem  examination  be  made,  are 
found  to  be  much  swollen  and  turned  black.  A  curious  kind 
of  inoculation,  said  to  be  remarkably  efficacious,  is  practised 
by  a  nomad  tribe  of  Arabs  called  the  Towbalt,  who  are  great 
goat-breeders.  It  is  stated  that  on  the  appearance  of  the 
bayoor  "  among  their  flocks,  a  portion  of  the  diseased  lung 
is  taken  from  an  animal  which  has  died  of  the  disease,  and 
the  other  goats  are  inoculated,  each  with  a  small  piece,  a  slit 
being  made  in  the  ear,  the  bit  of  lung  placed  in  it,  and  a 
Slight  cautery  applied  ;  the  animals  so  treated  not  being  liable 
to  the  disease.    Last  year,  while  their  neighbours  lost  hun- 


dreds of  goats,  the  wiser  Towbalt  saved  nearly  all  their 
flocks  by  this  means.  Considering  the  amount  of  attention 
which  lung  affections  are  at  present  receiving  from  bacteri- 
ologists, it  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  a  wandering  tribe  in 
northern  Africa  has  solved  the  problem  so  far  as  goats  are 
concerned. 


Fr  n  h  ^'^  ^  report  submitted  to  the  Hygienic  Council 
T  "1  t  Pre  °^  Paris  by  Drs.  Dubrisay  and  Chatin,  the 
^  ^, .  '  authors  state  that  the  perfumery  and  toilet 
para  ions.  p^Q^^Q^g  jjg^jy  ggj^  contain  so  many  noxious 
substances  that  it  is  desirable  the  factories  should  be  placed 
under  special  surveillance.  They  give  a  number  of  instances 
in  support  of  their  statement.  The  so-called  "  harmless  and 
purely  vegetable"  hair  dyes,  they  say,  are  all  poisonous. 
"  Progressive  dyes  "  are  ammoniacal  solutions  of  nitrate  of 
silver.  The  "  instantaneous  dyes  "  are  a  solution  of  litharge 
in  lime  water.  "  Eau  des  Fees  "  is  a  solution  of  sulphate  of 
lead  in  hyposulphite  of  soda.  "  Eau  Figaro "  consists  of 
three  solutions :  (1)  of  nitrate  of  silver  and  sulphate  of 
copper ;  (2)  sulphide  of  sodium  ;  (3)  cyanide  of  potassium 
(to  remove  the  silver  stains).  "Eau  des  Fleurs  "  is  composed 
of  rose-water,  95-5 ;  flowers  of  sulphur,  2-7  ;  acetate  of  lead,  2-8. 
Passing  to  cosmetics,  they  say  "  Lait  antiphelique  "  is  com- 
posed of  corrosive  sublimate,  1-7;  oxide  of  lead,  4  22;  sulphuric 
acid,  and  camphor.  "  Lait  de  Manille "  is  a  mixture  of 
borax,  copper,  tincture  of  benzoin,  and  essence  of  bitter 
almonds ;  "  Lait  de  Ninon,"  of  bismuth  and  zinc  ;  "  Eau 
Magique,"  oxide  of  lead  and  hyposulphite  of  zinc  ;  "  Eau  de 
fleur  de  lys,"  protoohloride  of  mercury ;  "  Eau  royal  de 
Windsor,"  glycerine  and  oxide  of  lead  ;  "  Eau  de  Castille," 
hyposulphite  of  soda  and  acetate  of  lead.  The  "  Poudre 
Pilivore  de  Laforet  "  contains  mercury  (?),  60  grs.  ;  sulphide 
of  arsenic,  30  grs. ;  litharge,  30  grs. ;  and  starch,  30  grs. 
"  Epiteine  "  is  simply  sulphite  of  calcium  and  "  Antibolbos  " 
hypophosphite  of  soda.  Pomades  against  baldness  all  con- 
tain cantharides  and  croton  oil ;  powdered  cosmetics  generally 
contain  40  to  90  per  cent,  of  carbonate  of  lead. 


p      .  ,       The  increase  of  proprietary  preparations,  and 

/  P  ,  .  ^  their  apparent  popularity  with  the  medical 
Articles  m        .     s'^    .      ^  f  .  v-  v,  • 

p       .       profession  of  recent  years,  is  a  matter  which  is 

^, .  ^  generally  taken  for  granted  in  this  country,  and 
^  ■  in  the  United  States  the  practice  of  prescribing 
these  preparations  long  ago  reached,  it  has  been  said> 
enormous  proportions.  An  analysis  of  a  large  number  of 
prescriptions,  made  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Colcord  and  communicated 
to  the  Massachusetts  Pharmaceutical  Association,  shows 
exactly  to  what  extent  the  practice  is  carried  on  in  that 
State.  The  prescriptions  ordered  a  total  of  48,195  prepara- 
tions, 39,157  of  which,  or  85  per  cent.,  were  official  (this 
number  including  solvents  and  diluents) ;  3,321,  or  7  per 
cent.,  were  non-olficial  but  not  proprietary,  and  3,876,  or 
8  per  cent.,  were  proprietary.  It  is,  however,  concluded  that 
18  per  cent,  of  the  prescriptions  ordered  a  proprietary  article 
onlyj  but  making  various  allowances,  25  per  cent,  is  put 
down  as  the  correct  figure  for  prescribed  proprietary  articles. 
A  peculiarity  noticed  was  that  there  were  fewer  proprietary 
medicines  prescribed  apparently  in  Boston  and  the  larger 
cities  than  in  the  smaller  cities  and  towns,  a  circumstance 
which  is  attributed  to  the  physicians  in  the  larger  towns  not 
being  so  accessible  to  travellers  as  those  in  smaller  towns. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  only  about  8  per  cent,  of  the 
10,000  prescriptions  which  we  reported  upon  last  year 
contained  proprietary  articles.  The  18  per  cent,  of  the 
Massachusetts  figures  represents  16,000  prescriptions,  3,193 
of  which  contained  proprietary  articles. 


Brussels      ^^'^  have  already  mentioned  that  a  pharma- 
Pharma       ceutical  exhibition  is  to  be  held  at  Brussels  in 
utical  Ex    1^^^  '^^  connection  with  a  general  exhibition, 
^hibition" '   ""'■'^^^      likely  to  be  a  very  interesting  one, 
and  which  is  announced  under  the  title  of  the 
"  Grand  Concours  International  des  Sciences  et  de  I'ln- 
dustrie."    Pharmacy  is  to  have  a  special  section  to  itself, 
and  the  entire  arrangement  and  organisation  of  this  section 
have  been  entrusted  to  the  Eoyal  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Brussels.    A  programme  and  circular  just  issued  by  this 
body  indicates  an  enthusiastic  desire  to  make  an  exhibition 
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of  a  very  complete  and  interesting  character.  They  propose 
to  fit  up  the  entrance  to  the  pharmaceutical  gallery  with  a 
collection  of  ancient  and  alchemical  art.  They  invite  from  all 
sources  old  mortars,  balances,  books,  signs,  engravings,  and 
apparatus  or  fittings  generally  of  the  old  laboratories.  It  is 
believed  that  the  monasteries  of  Belgium  will  furnish  many 
specimens.  It  is  the  aim  of  the  committee  to  show  the  de- 
Felopment  of  apparatus  historically,  and  all  kinds  used  in 
modern  laboratories  are  to  be  collected.  Drugs  are  to  be  shown 
in  animal,  vegetable,  and  mineral  classes.  Pharmaceutical 
and  chemical  preparations,  antiseptics,  disinfectants,  pub- 
lications, medicine-chests,  and  homcEopathic  medicines  are 
also  to  be  classified  without  distinctioa  of  nationality.  Further 
particulars  may  be  obtained  from  M.  Victor  Keding,  the 
Secretary-General  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Brussels, 
13  Rue  de  la  Science,  Brussels. 


The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Local  Govern- 
Pasteur  ^^"^^  Board  to  inquire  into  the  eflicacy  of 
„    ,  M.  Pasteur's  method  of  treating  hydrophobia 

■  by  inoculation  have  submitted  to  the  Board, 
and  through  them  to  Parliament,  a  report  declaring  their 
unanimous  confidence  in  the  value  of  M.  Pasteur's  discovery 
and  system.  This  report  has  not  yet  been  printed,  and  it  is 
only  made  known  to  the  public  by  an  article  in  the  Times, 
written  probably  by  one  of  their  number.  Dr.  Burdon  Saun- 
derson.  The  members  of  the  committee  were  Sir  James 
Paget,  Dr.  Lauder  Brunton,  Dr.  Fleming,  Sir  Joseph  Lister, 
Dr.  Quain,  Sir  Henry  Koscoe,  Professor  Burdon  Saunderson, 
and  Professor  Victor  Ilorsley.  This  is  a  galaxy  of  talent 
whose  opinion  cannot  be  disregarded,  though  it  happens  that 
nearly  all  are  chin  deep  supporters  of  vivisection,  and  a 
report  expressing  anything  but  confidence  in  M.  Pasteur's 
system  would  have  been  a  deadly  blow  to  their  cherished 
theories.  As  the  Times  article  has  evidently  been  written  by 
a  partisan,  it  is  necessary  to  wait  for  the  report  before 
deciding  whether  the  many  ugly  incidents  which  have 
checked  the  public  faith  in  M.  Pasteur's  discovery  have  been 
duly  weighed  by  the  committee  before  they  arrived  at  their 
tinanimous  conclusions. 


Indexes  of  course  of  the  speeches  at  the  splendid 

Civilisation  '^^'^1^^*  given  on  Wednesday  evening  in  honour 
of  Professor  Tyndall  on  his  retirement  from  the 
chair  of  Natural  Philosophy  in  the  Royal  Institution,  a 
curious  incident  occurred.  Sir  Lyon  Playfair  in  asking  Lord 
Derby  to  reply  to  the  toast  of  the  "  Public  Services  in 
relation  to  Science,"  stated  that  Liebig  had  once  declared 
that  the  best  index  of  civilisation  was  the  quantity  of  soap 
consumed.  On  making  this  reference  the  speaker  was  cor- 
rected by  several  eminent  voices  crying  "  sulphuric  acid." 
The  interesting  point  in  connection  with  this  incident  is  that 
both  speaker  and  interrupters  were  to  some  degree  right, 
though  the  former  was  much  nearer  absolute  accuracy  than 
the  letter.  In  one  of  his  "  Familiar  Letters  on  Chemistry," 
Liebig  makes  the  following  remark: — "  The  quantity  of  soap 
consumed  by  a  nation  would  be  no  inaccurate  measure 
whereby  to  estimate  its  wealth  and  civilisation.  ...  Of 
two  countries  with  an  equal  population  we  may  declare  with 
positive  certainty  that  the  wealthiest  and  most  highly 
civilised  is  that  which  consumes  the  greatest  weight  of 
soap."  Curiously  enough,  a  little  farther  on  the  same  lecture 
tie  adds  the  following : — "  It  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  we 
•may  judge,  with  great  accuracy,  of  the  commercial  prosperity 
of  a  country  from  the  amount  of  sulphuric  acid  it  consumes. 
From  this  point  of  view  there  it  no  manufacture  worthy  of 
greater  attention  on  the  part  of  governments."  Sir  Lyon 
Playfair  claims  to  have  hit  on  a  better  idea  of  civilisation 
than  either  of  these.  He  regards  the  consumption  of  paper 
as  a  better  manifestation  of  progress,  and  he  gave  the  follow- 
ing very  interesting  statistics : — "  At  the  commencement  of 
the  Queen's  reign  the  consumption  of  paper  was  1^  lb.  per 
tiead  of  population  yearly ;  now  it  is  12  lbs. ;  while  in  the 
United  States  it  is  10  lbs.,  in  Germany  9  lbs ,  in  France 
8  lbs.,  and  in  Italy  4  lbs."  This,  at  any  rate,  has  the 
advantage  of  giving  Great  Britain  a  good  position ;  and  we 
may  add  that  every  subscriber  to  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,  in  that  alone,  gets  about  twice  the  proportion  of 
paper  annually  which  it  seems  is  his  statistical  due. 


FEENCH  PHARMACEUTICAL  NEWS. 


QFrom  ov/r  Paris  Correspondent.) 

The  Havre  Congress  of  Hygiene. — Societies  or 
persons  wishing  to  attend  the  congress  to  be  held  on 
August  5  and  6  may  for  further  information  address  either 
Dr.  Gibert  or  Dr.  Launay,  at  Havre. 

M.  Marty  was,  on  June  21,  elected  a  member  of  the 
Academy  of  Medicine,  to  fill  the  seat  of  Dr.  Mialhe  in  the 
section  of  pharmacy.  M.  Marty  is  a  pharmacien  principal 
of  the  first  class  in  the  army,  the  head  pharmacist  of  the 
Val-de-Grace  Military  Hospital,  and  a  member  of  the  Paris 
Society  of  Pharmacy. 

Close  Association  with  Animals.— Domestic  animals 
should  be  kindly  treated,  but  intimacy  with  them  is  dan- 
gerous. Eijdatic  Itijsts,  according  to  Dr.  Ollivier,  are  often 
caused  by  too  great  familiarity  with  dogs,  as  the  tenia 
echinoccus,  one  of  the  dog's  parasites,  is  the  father  of  the 
human  echinoccus,  the  cause  of  hydatic  kysts.  So  convinced 
is  Dr.  Ollivier  of  this  genesis  that  he  lays  down  the  rule  that 
the  number  of  hydatic  kysts  in  a  district  is  exactly  propor- 
tional to  the  number  of  dogs. 

Hospital  Pharmacists  foe  Lyons.  — On  August  8  a 
competition  will  be  held  at  the  Lyons  Hotel-Dieu  for  nine 
situations  of  pharmacists'  adjuncts  in  the  city  hospitals,  who 
will  have  to  attend  to  the  pharmaceutical  service  of  such 
establishments  as  may  be  designated  by  the  administration. 
Some  assistant  pharmacists'  adjuncts  are  also  needed,  whose 
number  is  to  be  fixed  at  the  time  of  the  competition.  The 
term  of  office  is  two  years,  and  the  salary  480f.  yearly,  with 
board,  or  l,200f.  without  board,  at  the  council's  option. 

The  Exposition  of  the  Hygiene  of  Infancy  was 
formally  opened  on  June  23,  but,  as  is  often  the  case,  many  of 
the  exhibits  were  barely  ready.  Still,  enough  was  in  working 
order  to  show  that  the  display  at  the  Pavilion  de  la  Ville  de 
Paris  in  the  Champs  Blysees  will,  in  a  few  days,  be  worth 
visiting  and  examining.  Pharmacy  is  well  represented ; 
feeding-bottle  manufacturers  are  in  full  force,  and  English 
firms  and  societies  are  not  lagging  behind.  A  good  idea  of 
the  managers  is  to  have  provided  for  the  press,  on  the  ground 
surrounding  the  building  proper,  a  large,  commodious  tent, 
with  all  the  necessaries  for  writing,  which  shows  they  appre- 
ciate the  value  of  an  advertisement. 

Lactic  Acid  in  Green  Diarrhosa. — In  the  treatment  of 
this  contagious  disease  of  infants  Dr.  Hayem  has  found  that 
the  best  way  of  preventing  its  spreading  is  to  disinfect  all 
the  clothes  soiled  by  the  dejections.  Also,  instead  of  alkalies 
heretofore  recommended,  he  uses  acids.  It  has  been  observed 
that  both  muriatic  and  lactic  acids  are  deadly  to  the  microbe 
causing  this  peculiar  diarrhoea  in  hospitals  ;  but  of  the  two, 
for  obvious  reasons,  lactic  acid  being  preferable,  M.  Pierre 
Vigier  has  proposed  the  following  formula  : — 

Lactic  acid  . .       . .       . .       . .       . .       . .    2  grammes 

Simple  syrup        ..       ..       ..       ..       ..98  „ 

Oil  of  lemou   1  drop 

Mix. 

Dose  :  Two  or  three  tablespoonfuls  a  day. 

The  preparation  tastes  like  syrup  of  lemon,  and  is  taken 
readily  by  children.  For  nurslings,  the  syrup  may  be  diluted 
with  an  equal  proportion  of  water. 

Chemists  as  Fire  Commissioners  — By  Ministerial  order 
a  commission  has  been  appointed  to  elucidate  the  question 
of  theatre  fires,  and  the  best  ways  to  prevent  them.  Among 
the  new  commissioners  may  be  noticed  the  names  of  Prof. 
Berthelot,  formerly  of  the  College  of  Pharmacy ;  Dr.  Brouar- 
del,  of  the  Paris  Faculty  ;  "  M.  Girard,  professor  of  chemistry 
at  the  Arts  et  Metiers  conservatory,  director  of  the  Municipal 
chemical  laboratory  "  ;  and  Prof.  Blascart,  a  physicist.  The 
others  are  architects,  firemen,  &c.  But  the  Journal  Officiel 
de  la  Republique  Franqaise  commits  a  singular  blunder  by 
attributing  to  "  M.  Girard  "  the  two  titles  above  mentioned, 
for  there  are  in  Paris  two  chemists  of  the  same  patronymic, 
viz.,  M.  Aime  Girard,  a  professor  at  the  Arts  et  Metiers,  and 
M.  Charles  Girard,  the  director  of  the  laboratory  in  question, 
who  are  not  related  in  any  way.  As  the  text  of  the  decree 
mentions  no  initials,  the  confusion  is  amusing. 
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PAKTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 
Buchanan  &  Sinclair,  Chatham,  surgeons. 
Jackson  &  Till,  London  Commercial  Sale  Rooms,  Mincing 
Lane,  colonial  brokers.    As  far  as  regards  W.  L.  Friend. 
Savage,  Son  &  Adams,  Brighton,  chemists  and  druggists. 
THE  BANKEUPTCY  ACT,  1883. 
Oedbe  on  Application  to  Approve  Scheme. 
KiNGSFORD,  Charles  Tomsom,  &  Keynolds,  Ernest 
Alfred,   Catherine  Court,  Seething    Lane,  produce 
brokers.    Composition  of  6*.  8d.  in  the  pound.  Eeceiv- 
ing  order  rescinded. 

Receiving  Order. 
Bradbury,  Samuel  William,  New  Oxford  Street,  late  of 
Philip  Lane,  London,  Walton-on  Tliames,  Llandovery, 
South  Wales,  and  Birkenhead,  commercial  traveller,  late 
licensed  victualler,  formerly  sheep-dip  manufacturer. 

First  Meeting  and  Public  Examination. 

Mann,  William  Edward,  Stogdale,  George,  &  Hekry, 
Lister,  trading  as  Mann  «fe  Stogdale  at  Fore  Street, 
City,  and  as  Lister  Henry  at  Melbourne,  Victoria,  Sydney, 
New  South  Wales,  and  Adelaide,  South  Australia,  mer- 
chants and  commission  agents.  July  8,  Bankruptcy 
Buildings,  Portugal  Street,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields  ;  July  14, 
34  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. 

Notices  of  Dividends. 

Bloxam,  Matthew,  Dorset  Square,  Marylebone,  surgeon. 
First  and  final  div.  of  3s  ,  any  day  except  Saturday, 
Chief  Official  Receiver's  offices,  33  Carey  Street,  Lincoln's 
Inn. 

FURNIVALL,  Penn,  Ashton-under-Ljne  (formerly  of  Hurst, 
near  Ashton-under-Lyne),  surgeon's  assistant.  First  div. 
of  Is.  bd.,  June  30,  Official  Receiver's  offices,  Manchester. 

KiLEY,  Roland,  East  Stonehouse,  herbalist.  First  and 
final  div.  of  4s.  3^d.,  July  5,  Official  Receiver's  offices, 
Plymouth. 

King,  Walter  Burton  (trading  as  W.  B.  King  &  Co.), 
Ipswich,  tar  distiller.  First  and  final  div.  of  Is.  6d., 
June  30,  Mr.  W.  C.  Hayes's,  2  West  gate  Street,  Ipswich. 

Wilcox,  Henry  (trading  as  R.  Lake  &  Co.)<  Plymouth, 
aerated  water  and  syrup  manufacturer.  First  div.  of 
10s.,  July  6,  2  Courtenay  Street,  Plymouth. 


BANKRUPTCY  REPORT. 


He  Henry  Martin,  64  St.  Paul's  Churchyard,  and  Northbury, 
Barking,  trading  as  "  John  Hassall,"  Sponge  Merchant. 

This  debtor's  summary  of  affairs,  and  official  receiver's 
observations  upon  them  have  just  been  issued  to  the  credi- 
tors : — Unsecured  creditors  claim  for  6,113Z.  There  are  besides 
secured  debts  amounting  to  4,490Z.,  but  the  estimated  value 
of  the  securities  is  710Z.  above  that  amount.  The  stock  in 
trade  is  estimated  at  200Z. ;  trade  fittings,  &c.,  at  250Z. ;  book 
debts  at  331.  17s.  9d.  The  official  receiver  remarks : — Tlie 
debtor  states  that  in  1882  he  entered  into  a  verbal  agreement 
for  partnership  with  Mr.  Carpenter,  introducing  about  2,000Z. 
into  the  business  as  capital ;  that  the  latter  retired  in  May, 
1885,  the  debtor  taking  over  the  assets  and  liabilities,  and  he 
has  since  carried  on  the  business  on  his  own  account.  He 
attributes  his  failure  to  the  large  amounts  paid  by  him  in 
respect  of  debts  contracted  by  his  late  partner,  for  which  he 
Taade  himself  responsible,  and  which,  he  states,  amount  to 
more  than  the  deficiency  shown  by  the  statement  of  affairs. 
His  books  of  account  have  been  imperfectly  kept,  and  do  not 
sufficiently  disclose  his  business  transactions  nor  financial 
position.  Of  the  amount  stated  as  due  to  "  creditors  un- 
secured "  1,600Z.  appears  to  be  a  debt  in  respect  of  the  part- 
nership with  Mr.  Carpenter,  and  cannot  therefore  rank  against 
bis  estate  for  dividend  until  the  claims  of  all  the  debtor's 
separate  creditors  have  been  satisfied.   The  securities  held 


by  creditors  treated  as  fully  secured  are  stated  to  consist 
chiefly  of  mortgages  on  the  lease  of  the  debtor's  business 
premises  (about  17  years  to  run  at  360Z.  per  annum,  part  let 
off  at  300Z.  per  annum),  the  value  of  which  is  estimated  by 
him  at  5,000Z.,  and  a  bill  of  sale  on  his  household  furniture, 
estimated  by  him  as  worth  200Z.  The  stock  has  been  valued 
for  realisation  at  233?.,  and  the  fixtures,  utensils,  &c.,  at 
51Z.  6s. 

The  first  meeting  of  creditors  in  this  matter  was  held  on 
Wednesday  before  Mr.  Stewart,  assistant  receiver.  The 
proofs  having  been  gone  through,  Mr.  J.  B.  Brown,  on  behalf 
of  the  debtor,  said  his  client  was  very  desirous  that  the 
matter  should  be  kept  out  of  bankruptcy,  and  so  far  as  he 
could  see,  unless  the  debtor  had  kept  something  back,  there 
would  be  no  advantage  in  adjudging  the  debtor  bankrupt. 
A  sum  of  6,000A  had  been  offered  for  the  lease,  good-will, 
&c.,  of  the  debtor's  business,  and  if  resolutions  were  passed 
accepting  that  sum,  he  thought  it  would  be  the  best  course  to 
pursue.  Beyond  that  he  had  no  scheme  to  propose.  Mr. 
Wells  said  he  thought  it  was  impossible  to  avoid  adjudica- 
tion, as  no  scheme  would  be  confirmed  by  the  Court  unless 
it  gave  tlie  creditors  some  advantage  over  bankruptcy.  The 
chairman  said  an  offer  had  been  made  by  Messrs.  Seymour 
&  Smith  to  purchase  the  lease  and  good-will  of  the  business 
for  a  sum  of  6,000?.  and  the  stock  at  a  valuation.  They 
stated  they  had  been  in  the  business  upwards  of  twenty  years, 
and  that  the  offer  was  a  very  ample  one.  They  also  stated 
that  they  were  of  opinion  that  if  the  debtor  was  adjudged 
bankrupt  it  would  have  a  very  serious  effect  upon  the  busi- 
ness which  they  proposed  to  purchase.  He  (the  chairman) 
could  not  agree  with  that  statement,  as,  if  the  matter  was 
prevented  from  going  into  bankruptcy,  the  estate  could  not 
be  dealt  with  for  at  least  six  weeks.  He  did  not  see  Low 
the  mere  notice  in  the  paper  of  an  adjudication  in  bank- 
ruptcy could  affect  the  value  of  the  bankrupt's  estate.  Mr. 
Wells  said  that  after  that  expression  of  opinion  he  would,  on. 
behalf  of  his  clients,  the  would-be  purchasers,  withdraw  the 
statement  as  to  bankruptcy.  Ultimately  it  was  resolved  to 
adjudicate  the  debtor  bankrupt.  Some  discussion  took  place 
as  to  the  appointment  of  a  trustee,  Mr.  Wells  proposing  Mr. 
Figg,  accountant,  Upper  Thames  Street,  and  Mr.  Boughton 
also  being  proposed.  Eventually,  upon  the  vote  being  taken, 
it  was  found  that  the  majority  of  creditors  were  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Figg's  nomination,  and  he  was  accordingly  appointed 
trustee  of  the  estate,  with  a  committee  of  inspection  consist- 
ing of  Messrs.  Frederick  Lawrence,  F.  Friedenburg,  and 
Charles  Andre. 


NEW  COMPANIES. 


The  Patent  (Lock)  Stopper  Company  (Limited)  has 
been  registered  with  a  capital  of  60,000?.  in  1?.  shares  to 
acquire  the  letters  patent,  plant,  machinery,  book  debts,  good- 
will of  the  business,  and  other  the  property  and  effects  of  the 
Duplex  Lever  Capsule  Company  (iSmited). 

H.  C.  Bull  &  Co.  (Limited)  haii  been  registered  with  a 
capital  of  1,000,000?.  in  shares  of  10?.  each.  Object,  to 
manufacture,  sell,  and  deal  in  sulphate  of  ammonia  and  the 
by-products  arising  from  the  manufacture  thereof,  and  to 
manufacture,  sell,  and  deal  in  aluminium  and  metals  alloyed 
with  aluminium,  magnesium,  and  other  metals,  and  in 
chemicals  and  other  substances  arising  out  of  the  manufac- 
ture or  otherwise,  in  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  in  the  colonies  and  dependencies  thereof, 
and  in  foreign  countries. 

The  Co-operative  Drug  and  Patent  Medicines 
Store  (Limited),  registered  on  June  24,  capital  5,000?.  in 
shares  of  5?.  each.  Object,  to  carry  on  the  business  of  a 
general  supply  store  or  stores  for  the  sale  of  drugs,  patent 
medicines,  and  similar  commodities,  and  to  carry  into  effect 
an  agreement  made  with  Charles  Hussey  and  Richard 
Maynard-Hammond.  The  first  subscribers  are  : — George 
Eyles,  solicitor's  clerk,  2  Colenso  Road,  Clapton  ;  W.  H.  Pitt, 
solicitor's  clerk,  39  Sandbrook  Road,  Stoke  Newington  ;  A.  S. 
Chapman,  solicitor's  clerk,  3  Burton  Terrace,  Tooting;  W.  E. 
Keymer,  agent,  99  St.  John's  Hill,  S.W. ;  E.  Ager,  printer, 
26  Garlick  Hill,  E.C. ;  E.  Robinson,  cleik,  3  Kennington 
Park  Road,  S.E. ;  J.  H.  Latham,  clerk.  Limes  Villa,  New 
Cross. 
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TRADE-MAKKS  APPLIED  FOR. 


fFHE  rVoc?e  Maiks  Journal  publishes  the  following  notice "  Any  person 
who  has  good  grounds  for  objection  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the 
following  marks  may,  within  two  months  of  the  date  of  this  journal,  give 
notice  in  duplicate  at  the  Patent  OfBce,  in  the  form  '  J,'  in  the  second 
schedule  to  the  Trade  Marks  Rules,  1883,  of  opposition  to  such  registra- 
tion." The  address  of  the  Patent  Office  is  Southampton  Buildings. 
London,  W.O. 


From  the  "  Trade  Ilarlis  Journal,"  June  29,  1887. 

•'  Seabuhy's  Accident  Case  "  over  figurative  illustration ; 
for  instruments,  apparatus,  and  contrivances  for  surgical 
purposes.  By  individual  partners  of  Seabury  &;  Johnson, 
manufacturing  chemists,  New  York,  and  2  Australian 
Avenue,  London.  59,461. 

"  S.  S.  W."  intertwined  as  monogram  ;  for  dental  preparations, 
cotton  wool,  dental  furniture,  tooth  brushes,  and  boxes 
for  tooth  powder.  By  the  S.  S.  White  Dental  Manufac- 
turing Company,  Philadelphia.  59,513-6. 

"Bow-SPEiNG  Eubbee"  and  other  wording  on  label;  for 
prepared  dentists'  rubber  (59,517).  "  Velvet  Gold  Cylin- 
ders "  and  other  wording  and  designs  on  label ;  for  den- 
tists' gold  (59,519).  "  Globe  "  ;  for  dentists'  gold  foil 
(59,522).  By  the  S.  S.  White  Dental  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, Philadelphia. 

Figure  of  cross  and  balls  for  clinical  thermometers.  By 
J.  J.  Hicks,  10  Hatton  Garden,  E.C.  59,524. 

"  F.  W.  H.  &  Co."  over  crossed  triangles,  with  R.  P.  H.  within 
the  same ;  for  shellac.  By  F.  W.  Heilgers  &  Co.,  East 
India  merchants,  Calcutta,  and  22  Great  St.  Helens, 
London.  60,580. 

"De.  T.  S.  Palmee's  Anti-asthmatic  Papees,"  and  other 
wording  on  label  for  the  same.  By  E.  Simpson,  chemist, 
16  Henry  Street,  Dublin.  61,451. 

"  St.  Lucia  "  on  heraldic  design,  for  lime-juice  cordial.  By 
H.  P.  Stower,  lime-juice  cordial  manufacturer,  48  Harring- 
ton Street,  Liverpool,  61,651. 

"  Tett's  Tablet  and  female  figure  on  round  label,  for  a 
toilet  preparation  for  the  skin.  Ey  F.  G.  Tett,  agent, 
80  Carlton  Street,  Kentish  Town,  N.W.  61,913. 

•'Pine  Soap  "  and  autograph  of  depositors,  for  common  and 
perfumed  soap.  By  F.  C.  Calvert  &  Co.,  Bradford. 
61,999,  62,000. 

"Soyee's  Baking  Powdee  "  for  the  same.  By  C.  E.  John- 
son &  Co.,  Scott  Street,  Hull.  62,018. 

"  Savon  Lisseline  "  ;  for  perfumed  soap.  By  E.  A.  De 
Pass,  merchant,  3  Coleman  Street,  E.C.  62,127. 

"  Essence  Phiz,"  and  signature  of  depositors  ;  for  essences 
aud  fruit  syrups.  By  Haynes  &  Finemore,  wholesale 
druggists,  4  Whitfield  Street,  Finsbury,  E.C.  62,220. 

"Lion  Ink,"  and  figure  of  a  lion;  for  inks.  By  H.  &  J. 
Lyons  (trading  as  W.  Lyons),  Park  Street,  Cheetham, 
and  79  Watling  Street,  London.  62,263. 

•♦Beonchonia,"  and  bedroom  scene;  for  a  medicine.  By  E. 
W.  Alabone,  gentleman,  12  Highbury  Quadrant,  N. 
62,433. 

•'Feeeis  &  Co.  ";  for  surgical  appliances,  (Class  11)  63,038  ; 
and  brushes,  boxes,  capsules,  &c.,  (Class  50)  63,042.  By 
Ferris  &  Co.,  Bristol. 

•'NOESE  Sea  Ceeam,"  in  script ;  for  cod-liver  oil.  By  C. 
Dix,  commission  merchant,  Kew  Street,  Birmingham. 
63,148. 

Chloro phosphate  "  ;  for  a  medical  preparation.  By 
Harold  Boutell,  chemist  (trading  as  Tylee  &  Co.),  Bath. 
64,079.  V         6  J, 


Crabc  ^of^g. 


Messes.  George  Mason  &  Co.  (Limited)  have  just  issued 
a  fourth  edition  of  their  pamphlet  describing  and  quoting  for 
their  specialities  for  invalids. 

In  noticing  "  Zonweiss  and  its  clock  "  last  week  we  repre- 
sented the  latter  as  going  for  30  days  without  re-winding. 
We  should  have  said  30  or  36  hours. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Peeey,  of  Henley-on-Thames,  has  retired  from 
business  and  removed  to  Reading.  Mr.  Benjamin  Hunn,  of 
the  same  town,  has  removed  to  Birmingham. 

Mr.  Pelham  C.  Maitland,  of  East  India  Eoad,  &c.,  has 
purchased  the  old-established  business  of  Messrs.  Eyder  & 
Co.,  136  Great  Portland  Street,  W. 

Mr.  S.  V.  HoLGATE  (formerly  Parr  &  Atherton),  chemist, 
29  Long  Row,  Nottingham,  has  commenced  business  as  a 
mineral-water  manufacturer  in  addition  to  that  of  a  chemist. 

Claeke's  Fairy  Lamps  were  employed  very  extensively 
in  London  during  the  Jubilee  illuminations,  and  some  of  the 
most  beautiful  effects  were  produced  with  them.  We  under- 
stand they  are  to  be  used  in  place  of  the  oil  lamps  for 
the  illumination  of  the  Royal  Botanic  Gardens  on  the  occa- 
sion of  the  evening  fete  on  the  7th  inst. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Geipfin,  of  Monument  Road,  Birmingham,  has 
disposed  of  three  of  his  branches.  Mr.  Samuel  Betts,  late  of 
Croydon,  and  formerly  of  Sutton-in-Ashfield,  has  bought  the 
Smethwick  business  ;  Mr.  J.  P.  Homes,  of  Market  Place, 
Oldbury,  has  purchased  the  Langley  business,  and  will  con- 
duct it  as  a  branch  ;  and  the  Pigott  Street  business  has  been 
sold  to  Mr.  Fred.  Adam,  of  78  Stafford  Street,  Birmingham. 

TfiE  partnership  existing  between  Mr.  Rowland  Stagg  and 
Mr.  John  Moss,  who  traded  as  C.  R.  Harker,  Stagg  &  Moss, 
was  dissolved  on  the  30th  ult.,  Mr.  Stagg  continuing  the 
business  in  conjunction  with  the  new  partner,  Mr.  Sidney 
Morgan,  as  C.  R.  Harker,  Stagg  &  Morgan.  Mr.  Morgan  is  a 
well-known  and  greatly  respected  provincial  representative  of 
the  firm.  He  now  comes  to  London  to  assist  Mr.  Stagg  in 
the  management  of  the  business  ;  but  we  understand  that  it 
is  his  intention  to  visit  his  old  friends  occasionally.  An 
interest  in  the  business  has  been  given  to  Mr.  John  Bew, 
who  for  many  years  has  represented  the  firm. 

Me.  John  Moss,  who  is  well  known,  amongst  other  things, 
as  a  contributor  to  this  journal,  sends  us  early  notice  that  he 
has  established  himself  at  Deptford  as  a  manufacturer  of 
galenicals,  and  with  happy  fitness  calls  his  new  laboratories 
the  Galen  Works.  We  understand  that  he  will  confine  him- 
self to  manufacturing  for  the  wholesale  trade,  and  par- 
ticularly such  articles  as  may  not  be  conveniently  made  in 
the  crowded  neighbourhoods  affected  by  wholesale  druggists. 
Certain  fine  chemicals  will  also  find  a  place  in  the  list  of  the 
new  firm  of  John  Moss  &  Co.  Mr.  Moss's  reputation  as  a 
man  of  business  as  well  as  a  man  of  science  should  secure  an 
extensive  connection. 


MARRIAGE. 

\_Notices  of  Marriages  and.  Deaths  are  inserted  free  if  sent 
with  projjer  authentication.'] 

Peossee — BuGGiNS.— On  June  23,  at  St.  Michael's,  Bowes 
Park,  Frank  Henry  Prosser  to  Lucy  Anne  Buggins. 


DEATHS. 

FouLDS. — On  June  21,  Mr.  Robert  Foulds,  chemist  an(3 
druggist,  94  Pitt  Street,  Liverpool. 

TUENER. — On  June  24,  Mr.  James  Turner,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Stacksteeds,  Manchester.  Mr.  Turner  was  seized 
with  an  apoplectic  fit  while  attending  to  business  on  the 
previous  day. 

Walkee. — On  June  27,  at  Trontham  Road,  Longton, 
Thomas  D.  Walker,  pharmaceutical  chemist.   Aged  66. 
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AUSTRALASIAN  NEWS. 


New  South  Wales, 

Inoculation  fob  Pleueo-Pneumonia.  —  Mr.  Edmund 
Fuss,  of  Narrabri,  has  perfected  a  means  of  preserving  virus 
for  inoculating  cattle  aSected  with  pleuro-pneumonia.  Mr. 
Copeman,  stock  inspector,  has  inoculated  two  separate  herds 
affected  with  pleuro,  and  emphatically  states  that  the  method 
of  preserving  the  virus  was  completely  successful.  The  virus 
used  had  been  preserved  for  nine  months. 

Discovery  of  Alumite. — Some  time  ago  specimens 
of  stone  from  Bulladeelah,  near  Port  Stephen,  apparently 
limestone,  were  submitted  to  Messrs.  Cox  &  Seaver,  geological 
reporters.  These  gentlemen  ascertained  that  the  mineral  was 
alumite,  and,  having  visited  the  place  where  the  mineral  was 
found,  effected  a  purchase  of  the  site.  A  company  has  been 
floated  by  these  gentlemen  with  every  prospect  of  success. 
Alumite  has  not  hitherto  been  found  in  any  part  of  the 
world,  except  in  one  or  two  localities  in  Europe,  one  being 
the  neighbourhood  of  Kome.  It  is  the  mineral  from  which 
roche  alum  used  to  be  prepared. 

New  Zealand. 

New  Zealand  Drug  Company. — The  annual  report  and 
balance-sheet  of  this  company  for  the  year  ending  Jan.  31, 
1887,  was  recently  published.  It  shows  that  the  net  profit 
for  the  year  amounts  to  10,833Z.  19s.  4i.  The  subscribed 
capital  of  the  company  is  83,574Z.,  and  its  other  liabilities 
amount  to  50,613Z.  Against  this  are  set  assets,  consisting  of 
S7,659Z.  of  stocks ;  factories,  warehouses,  and  their  fixtures 
and  plant,  24,901Z. ;  book  debts  (19,161Z.),  bills,  and  other 
items  amounting  to  21,637Z.  The  profit  and  loss  account 
shows  the  gross  profits  of  the  company  for  the  year  to  be 
32,1511.  2s.  6d.,  only  109Z.  5s.  of  which  was  derived  from 
other  sources  than  trade.  The  salaries,  rents,  advertising, 
and  other  charges  swallowed  up  18,195Z.  of  the  profits ;  2.673Z. 
of  bad  debts  were  incurred  during  the  year,  and  taxes  and 
fees  took  up  488/.,  leaving  a  balance  of  10,833Z.  19^.  4cZ.  to 
be  dealt  with.  The  balance  from  the  previous  year  was 
12,154/.  15s.  8d. ;  together,  22,988/.  16s.  The  Directors  paid 
dividends  of  7  per  cent,  per  annum  on  Jan.  31  and  July  31, 
1886,  and  they  now  authorise  payment  of  a  similar  dividend 
for  the  half-year  ending  Jan.  31,  1887,  which  is  payable  to 
London  shareholders  at  82  Bishopsgate  Street,  E.G.  The 
balance  to  be  carried  forward  amounts  to  10,079/.  15s. 

The  company,  having  paid  ofE  debentures  17,000/.,  which 
fell  due  in  the  course  of  the  year,  have  warranted  a  new 
issue  of  25,000/.  At  the  meeting  of  shareholders  held 
on  March  17  the  report  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  and 
satisfaction  was  expressed  at  the  healthy  condition  of  the 
company. 

Amongst  recent  enterprises  of  the  company,  we  observe 
that  they  have  purchased  the  salvage  stock  of  Blessrs. 
Barraud  &  Sons  for  510/ ,  and  it  is  reported  that  they  have 
purchased  the  Congregational  Church  building,  Wellington, 
for  the  sum  of  1,000/.,  with  the  intention  of  using  it  as  a 
bonded  store. 

Sheep-dipping  Trials.— Several  new  sheep- dips  were 
recently  tried  publicly  in  this  colony.  Mr.  C.  M.  Brooke, 
chemist,  Kaiapoi,  has  suggested  that  an  exhaustive  trial  of 
sheep-dips  should  be  made,  so  that  the  dip  having  the  best 
effect  on  the  quality  of  the  wool  be  thus  ascertained.  The 
experiments  are  likely  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Canterbury 
Agricultural  and  Pastoral  Association.  Mr.  Brooke  states  that 
20,000/.  is  sent  home  from  New  Zealand  annually  for  sheep- 
dip.  Some  sheep-dips,  well  known  in  New  Zealand,  are 
made,  it  is  stated,  from  formulse  published  in  this  journal. 

Tasmania. 

Sale  of  Poisons  Act.— The  first  prosecution  under  this 
Act  was  brought  before  the  magistrates  at  Latrobe  Police 
Court  on  March  22.  The  defendant,  John  Steel  Park,  a 
medical  practitioner  keeping  open  shop,  supplied  a  black- 
smith with  a  shilling's  worth  of  laudanum  without  having 
the  printed  name  of  seller  and  the  antidote  for  the  poison  on 
the  wrapper  according  to  law,  set  down  in  50  Victoria, 
No.  13,  sections  6  and  11.  The  laudanum  had  been  supplied 
by  a  boy  who  wrote  the  label  for  it ;  and  as  the  man  who 
jjOught  it  attempted  to  commit  suicide  with  it,  the  prosecu- 
jjjOn  was  instituted  by  the  police  authorities.    The  charge 


was  found  proven,  and  a  fine  of  1/.,  with  costs  of  11.  13s., 
was  imposed. 

The  Antidote  and  Poison  Labels  required  by  the 
Act  are  receiving  the  serious  attention  of  the  Hobart 
Association,  and  while  they  mean  business  they  are  not 
unmindful  of  the  pleasantries,  as  may  be  gathered  from  the 
remark,  of  one  member,  who  suggested  to  have  only  one  kind 
of  label  printed — "  Adminster  an  emetic,  and  send  f  or  a 
doctor." 

Victoeia. 

Mr.  ^V.  Bowen  has  resigned  his  seat  on  the  Pharmacy 
Board  of  the  Colony. 

Mr.  C.  R.  Blackett  has  been  appointed  Government  Analyst 
in  succession  to  the  late  Mr.  Wm.  Johnson. 

Mr.  William  Johnson,  late  Government  Analyst  of  Vic- 
toria, died  on  April  16,  in  his  sixty-second  year.  A  portrait 
of  the  deceased  gentleman  appears  in  I'he  Chemist  and 
JDrnggist  of  AiLstralasia  for  May.  Mr.  Johnson  was  a  native 
of  Congloton,  in  the  peak  district  of  England,  and  served  his 
apprenticeship  to  the  drug  trade  at  Macclesfield.  He  studied 
at  the  School  of  Pharmacy,  Bloomsbury  Square.  He  com- 
menced basiness  in  Birkenhead,  and  while  there,  along  with 
the  late  Professor  Archer,  of  the  Edinburgh  Government 
Museum,  was  appointed  Lecturer  on  Botany  and  Chemistry 
at  St.  Aidan's  College,  Birkenhead.  He  went  out  to  Mel- 
bourne in  1853,  and  when  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Victoria,  was  founded,  four  years  later,  he  at  once  threw  his 
whole  energies  into  the  concern,  and  at  various  times  sub- 
sequently held  important  positions  in  connection  with  the 
Society  and  with  the  Board  of  Pharmacy.  In  all  colonial 
scientific  matters  he  has  taken  a  leading  part,  for  which  his 
accomplishments  peculiarly  fitted  him. 

The  Pharmacy  Board  and  the  Stores. — In  the 
Supreme  Court  on  April  4  and  5,  application  was  made  to 
make  absolute  a  rule  nisi  granted  by  Mr.  Justice  Holroyd  to 
compel  Mr.  Panton  and  the  magistrates  of  the  Melbourne 
District  Court  to  state  a  case  in  which  the  Federal  Store 
(Limited)  was  prosecuted,  on  February  15,  for  carrying  on 
the  business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist.  The  magistrates 
dismissed  the  information,  and  refused  to  state  a  case,  on  the 
ground  that  no  point  of  law  was  involved.  Professor  Elking- 
ton,  for  the  Store,  reviewed  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  argued 
that  the  magistrates  had  merely  to  determine  a  question  of 
fact  as  to  whether  the  Federal  Store  did  or  did  not  on  the 
occasion  referred  to  carry  on  the  business  of  a  chemist  and 
druggist.  No  point  of  law  was  involved.  There  was  a  great 
difference  between  the  case  of  the  Equitable  Co-operative 
Society  and  the  Federal  Store  (see  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,  vol.  xxx.  pp.  97  and  378),  as  in  the  former  case  a 
dispenser  was  kept  on  the  premises  ;  in  the  latter  the  pre- 
scription was  sent  out  and  dispensed  by  a  cliemist  outside,  and 
there  was  no  pretence  of  dispensing  by  the  Store. 

Mr.  Hodges  for  the  pursuer  said  that  a  company  cannot  be 
registered  under  the  Act,  as  the  qualification  is  personal. 
The  Store  in  question  was  a  regular  chemist's  shop,  and  sup- 
plied various  articles  which  are  sold  only  by  chemists.  The 
articles  upon  which  the  case  was  founded  bore  the  label  of 
Simpson  &  Davenport,  and  were  not  supplied  from  stock. 
They  were  obtained  from  Simpson  &  Davenport's  establish- 
ment, and  this,  he  argued,  so  far  as  the  Store  was  concerned, 
was  its  pharmaceutical  department.  The  Store  took  the 
order,  supplied  the  articles,  and  took  the  money  for  them.  He 
put  in  the  account  to  show  that  this  was  so.  The  account 
was  as  follows  : — 

Bcujlit  of  the  Federal  Store  Brurj  Department. 

s.  a. 

Prescriptiou   3  0 

Glycerine  0  6 

Carbolic  acid  0  10 

Paid   4  4 

The  Fedkhal  Store,  LuirrED. 

Other  arguments  bearing  on  the  same  point  having  been 
submitted,  the  presiding  justices  thought  that  there  was  a 
debateable  point  of  law  taken  in  conjunction  with  the  undis- 
puted facts  of  the  case,  and  required  the  justices  to  state  the 
case.  The  rule  nisi  was  accordingly  made  absolute  without 
costs. 
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Foniflfii  m\ts  Colonial. 


Pharmaceutical  Jubilee  in  Brazil.  —  The  Pharm. 
Zeitung  states  that  on  May  28  Dr.  Theodoro  Peckolt,  of  Rio 
Janeiro,  celebrated  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  his  entrance 
into  the  pharmaceutical  profession.  Dr.  Peckolt  is  a  native 
of  Prussia,  but  in  1847,  at  the  age  of  twenty-five,  after 
having  studied  pharmacy  in  his  native  country,  he  settled  in 
Brazil,  where  he  has  since  retained  high  reputation  as  a 
naturalist,  an  explorer  of  the  resources  of  the  Brazilian  pro- 
vinces Santa  Catharina,  Sao  Paulo,  and  Minas  Geraea,  and  a 
writer  on  pharmaceutical  subjects.  In  1861  Dr.  Peckolt  was 
charged  by  the  Brazilian  Government  with  the  preparation  of 
the  pharmaceutical  and  botanical  exhibits  from  that  country 
for  the  London  Exhibition,  and  in  1867  he  prepared  a  similar 
collection,  which  was  sent  to  Paris  by  the  Brazilian  Govern- 
ment. Dr.  Peckolt,  in  partnership  with  two  of  his  sons,  is 
the  proprietor  of  a  pharmacy  and  pharmaceutical  laboratory 
in  Rio  Janeiro,  he  is  an  honorary  member  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Societies  of  Great  Britain  and  of  Rio  Janeiro,  and  has 
obtained  many  other  honorary  distinctions  both  in  his 
adopted  country  and  abroad. 

A  "  Homoeopathic  Druggist  "  Sentenced  to  Death. — 
Recently  the  trial  took  place  at  Stargard  in  Prussia  of  a 
certain  Joseph  Friedrich  Schechtel,a"homceopathic  druggist," 
who  was  accused  of  having  murdered  his  first  and  second 
wives  by  the  administration  of  arsenic.  Schechtel  was  a 
man  of  forty-seven  years  of  age,  and  started  in  life  as  a 
brass-founder,  but  subsequently  established  business  as  a 
druggist  and  homojpath,  in  which  capacity  he  appears  to 
have  carried  on  a  considerable  trade  in  nostrums  and  quack 
cures,  though  his  knowledge  of  drugs  and  of  medicine,  as 
proved  by  questions  asked  him  by  the  presiding  judge  at  the 
trial,  was  of  the  flimsiest  description. 

His  first  wife  died  in  1884  under  circumstances  which, 
singularly  enough,  appear  to  have  excited  no  suspicion,  for 
the  family  doctor  certified  the  decease  to  have  been  caused 
by  cancer  in  the  stomach,  although  it  was  known  that  when 
the  woman  complained  of  being  unwell  her  husband  had 
given  her  a  small  bottle  filled  with  a  greenish  amorphous 
substance,  directing  her  to  swallow  the  contents.  This  she 
did,  and  violent  vomiting  ensued,  followed  by  death  after  a 
short  time,  the  woman  on  her  deathbed  loudly  exclaiming 
that  she  had  been  poisoned.  A  year  after  the  death  of  his 
first  wife  Schechtel  married  again,  having  in  the  meantime 
contracted  habits  of  intemperance  and  morphiomania.  His 
second  wife  suddenly  died  in  the  summer  of  1886,  and  this 
time  suspicions  were  aroused  which  led  to  judicial  inquiry 
into  the  circumstances  of  her  death.  Both  bodies  were  ex- 
humed, and  poisoning  by  arsenic  was  proved  without  a  doubt. 
Schechtel  was  arrested,  tried,  and  sentenced  to  death.  He 
has  since  made  a  full  confession. 

The  Swiss  Spirit  Monopoly.— On  May  15  the  Swiss 
nation,  by  a  majority  of  267,255  against  138,122  votes, 
adopted  the  Spirit  Monopoly  Bill,  which  confers  upon  the 
Swiss  Federal  Government  the  monopoly  of  importing  and 
manufacturing  alcoholic  spirits.  The  distilleries  now  in 
existence,  mostly  small  concerns  in  country  places,  will  have 
their  output  regulated  by  the  Government,  who  will  also  be- 
come their  exclusive  wholesale  customers.  The  largest 
majorities  for  the  Bill  were  cast  in  the  cantons  of  Schaff- 
hausen,  Schwyz,  Zurich,  and  in  the  city  of  Bale.  Geneva, 
Solothurn,  Fribourg,  and  Appenzell-Inner-Rhoden  were  the 
only  cantons  giving  a  majority  against  the  Bill. 

The  Drought  in  Asiatic  Turkey.— Particulars  of  the 
devastating  drought  in  the  central  portion  of  Asia  Minor,  which 
had  made  its  influence  felt  upon  the  position  of  opium  and 
other  products  of  that  region,  are  given  by  a  correspondent 
of  the  Levant  Herald,  writing  under  date  of  May  22.  He 
writes  : — The  drought  which  has  brought  such  severe  calamity 
upon  this  province  must  be  chiefly  attributed  to  the  gradual 
destruction  of  the  forests  in  the  lower  regions  of  the  Taurus. 
Juniper,  cedar,  olive,  oak,  and  pine  forests  abound  in  these 
parts,  but  reckless  felling  of  timber  has  been  proceeding 
at  an  alarming  rate  of  late,  and  large  tracts  are  being  pur- 
posely burnt  down  to  clear  the  land  for  cultivation.  In  the 
lower  regions  there  are  still,  however,  millions  of  wild 
olive  trees  flourishing  in  all  directions,  and  providing  the 
greatest  part  of  fire-wood  supply  for  the  markets.   The  laws 


of  the  Empire  entitle  every  man  who  may  graft  an  olive  tree 
to  appropriate  the  tree,  and  to  be  exempt  from  paying  tithe- 
tax  for  it  during  ten  years.  Another  large  tract  of  land 
called  the  Zeitounlook  is  covered  with  olive  plantations  of 
great  antiquity,  numbering  perhaps  as  many  trees  as  the 
whole  island  of  Crete  possesses.  There  is  no  record  or 
history  which  makes  mention  of  these  extensive  olive  forests, 
but  no  doubt  Greeks,  Assyrians,  Romans,  Moslems,  and 
Christians  have  been  successively  in  possession  of  them. 
The  huge  trees  which  have  never  been  cut  down  produce  the 
best  qualities  of  fruit,  but  those  which  have  been  once  felled 
for  fuel  purposes,  and  have  grown  up  again,  bear  wild  fruits. 
The  villages  of  the  plain  have  almost  been  depopulated  now. 
From  Adana,  recently,  about  2,000  families  emigrated  in  the 
direction  of  Orfa  and  Diarbekir.  In  Tarsus,  after  a  couple  of 
weeks,  hardly  anyone  will  remain,  except  the  Mcdjis  who  are 
guarding  the  town.  There  was  some  hope  of  a  part  of  the 
cotton  and  sesame  crop  until  some  weeks  ago,  but  now  that 
hope  has  gone.  The  vineyards,  too,  are  drying  up,  and  many 
will  be  wholly  destroyed.  The  exports  of  the  Adana  region 
in  cotton,  sesame,  grapes,  &c.,  usually  amount  to  about 
800,000^.T.  There  is  no  hope  of  any  exports  this  year.  Wheat 
and  barley  worth  1,000,OOOZ.T.  were  raised  in  1836,  but  this 
year  there  will  not  be  one  hunderd  liras  worth. 

Olive  Oil  in  Southern  Europe. —  In  Italy  about  two 
and  a  quarter  million  acres  of  land  are  under  olive  cultiva- 
tion, yielding,  if  the  crop  is  good  throughout  the  country, 
about  eighty-nine  and  a  half  million  gallons  of  oil,  thus  ap- 
portioned ;  — 


Gallons. 

Riviera  to  Massa  Carrara  9,100,000 
Lombarily,  Venetia, 

Em  ilia  and  the  Marches  2,200,000 

Tuscany   7,500,000 

Umbria  and  Latium     . .  6,300,000 

Bari    7,800,000 


Gallouj 
Neapolitan  provinces  on 
tlie  Adriatic,  exclusive 

of  Bari   14,900,000 

Neapolitan  provinces  on 
the  Mediterranean    ..  16,800,000 

Sicily    19,300,000 

Sardinia   5,600,000 


The  Neapolitan  provinces  and  Sicily,  though  yielding  the 
largest  crop,  produce  oil  of  low  quality.  The  finer  qualities 
of  olive  oil  are  produced  in  the  districts  of  Bari,  on  the 
south-east  shore  of  the  Adriatic,  Umbria,  in  Central  Italy,. 
Tuscany  and  Liguria,  the  latter  including  the  districts  of 
Genoa  and  Porto  Maurizio— the  Riviera,  it  is  generally  called. 

In  practice,  a  crop  of  89,500,000  gallons  is  seldom  ob- 
tained, and  the  following  are  the  ofiicial  returns  of  the 
production  during  the  last  seven  years  : 


1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 


Gallons. 

86,000,000 
34,600,000 
53,800,000 
41,300,0C0 


1885 


Gallons, 
46,800,000 
47,000,000 
64,300,000 


An  average  of  about  fifty-four  million  gallons,  of  which 
about  twenty  millions  are  exported,  mostly  to  France  and 
England. 

Spain,  as  an  olive  oil  producing  country,  comes  next  in 
importance  to  Italy,  though  a  long  way  behind ;  while  the 
yield  of  France  is  very  small  as  compared  with  Italy. 
The  chief  olive  oil  producing  districts  of  France  are  Nice 
and  Provence  (Alpes-Maritimes,  Bouches-du-Rhone,  ;  and 
Var) ;  the  produce  of  Provence  being  frequently  called^Aix 
oil.  Oil  from  Nice  resembles  the  produce  of  the  adjacent 
district  of  the  Riviera,  and  is  superior  to  the  oil  of  Provence 
or  Aix,  which  latter  is  pressed  chiefly  from  olives  resembling 
the  wild  variety.  The  olive  oils  exported  from  France  are 
mostly  of  Italian  origin.  France  imports  some  five  or  six 
million  gallons  a  year  of  Italian  olive  oil;  her  own  produc- 
tion being  small  and  quite  inadequate  to  supply  the  homo 
market.  Although  the  chief  demand  in  France  is  for  oils  of 
the  districts  of  Bari  and  the  Riviera,  which  are  much  cheaper 
than  those  of  Tuscany,  buyers  are  also  in  the  habit  of  going 
from  Aix  to  Tuscany  every  year  to  make  purchases  of  oil  of 
that  region.  It  appears  that  the  bulk  of  the  olive  oils  ex- 
ported  from  Bordeaux  are  derived  from  south-eastern  France, 
and  the  country  surrounding  Genoa,  and  are  respectively 
known  as  "  huile  d' Aix  "  and  "  huile  de  Nice." 

Borings  for  Chlorides. — In  the  nighbourhood  of 
Brunswick,  in  Germany,  borings  for  chloride  of  potassium 
have  been  started,  and  fairly  good  results  are  anticipated. 
At  Riddagshausen,  near  Brunswick,  two  boring  towers  are  afe 
work  already. 
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Note  to  Retail  Buyers : — It  should  he  remembered  that  the 
quotations  in  this  section  are  invariably  the  lowest  net 
cashprices  actually  paid  for  large  quantities  in  bulk. 
In  many  cases  allowances  have  to  be  added  before 
ordina/ry  prices  can  be  ascertained.  Frequently  goods 
must  he  picked  and  sorted  to  suit  the  demands  of  the 
retail  trade,  causing  much  labour  and  the  accumulation 
of  rejections,  not  all  of  which  are  suitable,  even  for  manu- 
factun-ing  pwrposes. 

It  should  also  be  recollected  that  for  many  articles  the  range 
of  quality  is  very  wide. 

42  Cannon  Stkeet,  E.C.,  June  30. 

THE  produce  markets  have  scarcely  recovered  frpm  the 
effect  of  last  week's  holidays,  and  business,  except  in  a 
fevf  articles,  is  of  the  meagrest  volume.  Many  houses  are 
occupied  vfith  stock-taking,  which  adds  to  the  quietness 
of  the  market.  The  drysaltery  sales  on  Tuesday  passed 
off  very  quietly,  and  at  yesterday's  spice  sales  lower 
prices  were  accepted  for  Cochin  ginger,  while  pepper,  cloves, 
nutmegs,  and  mace  showed  less  buoyancy,  and  pimento 
alone  met  with  an  improved  inquiry.  To-day's  drug  sales  were 
of  an  unimportant  character,  and  characterised  throughout 
by  extreme  languor.  Cubebs  and  ipecacuanha  sold  at  a 
heavy  reduction,  while  musk  and  Japan  wax  are  also  easier. 
American  oil  of  peppermint  is  quiet,  while  Japanese 
menthol  crystals  are  quite  neglected  and  do  not  tempt 
purchasers  even  at  unprecedently  low  prices.  Oils  of  star 
anise,  cassia  and  fixed  oil  of  almonds  are  easier,  and  the 
most  important  varieties  of  gum  arable  also  show  a 
disposition  to  recede  in  price.  Cardamoms  sold  pretty 
well,  and  occasionally  even  at  very  full  prices,  while 
myrrh,  gamboge,  and  beeswax  remain  steady  and 
a  fair  business  is  reported  to  be  passing  in  calumba  root. 
Scammony  is  scarce,  and  so  are  the  better  grades  of  cumin 
seed.  Senna  leaves  realise  very  high  rates,  and  another 
advance  has  occurred  in  saffron.  A  few  lots  of  good  Shensi 
rhubarb  occasionally  sold  at  fancy  prices,  but  on  the  whole 
the  article  is  very  cheap.  Citric  acid  is  steady  and  there 
seems  to  be  an  impression  that  higher  values  will  rule. 
•Quinine  depressed  and  sold  at  lower  rates  by  second-hand 
holders.  The  opium  market  is  in  a  very  excited  condition 
here,  and  one  of  the  manufacturers  of  morphia  has  to-day 
•advanced  his  price  to  Is.  6d.,  but  although  the  position  of 
opium  really  appears  a  sound  one,  speculation  probably  out- 
runs it. 


Acid  (Citeic)  has  fairly  well  maintained  last  week's 
advance  in  spite  of  an  attempt  to  bring  down  the  market. 
To-day  Is.  8jd.  per  lb.  was  asked  on  the  spot,  with  buyers  at 
Is.  8^d.  per  lb.  Considering  that  concentratad  juice  has 
risen  in  Sicily  from  181.  10s.  to  2Zl.,  and  is  said  to  be  in  very 
firm  hands,  it  is  thought  that  citric  acid  ought  to  be  at  least 
a  penny  dearer  than  the  actual  price,  and  as  our  stock  is 
short  we  may  possibly  see  that  advance  in  the  course  of  next 
■week. 

Acid  (Taetaeic)  steady  at  Is.  G^d.  per  lb.  for  foreign, 
and  Is,  Id.  per  lb.  for  Unglish  acid. 

'  Aloes. — At  to- day's  auctions  only  52  cases  Cape  aloes  came 
lip  for  sale,  but  there  was  a  complete  absence  of  demand, 
and  the  whole  was  bought  in  at  nominal  prices.  Of  149 
•packages  Curagao  62  were  disposed  of  at  14s.  to  24s.  per  cwt. 
-for  very  common  dark  and  drossy  quality.  Socotra  and 
Zanzibar  aloes  are  in  good  supply,  but  neglected,  only  two 
■cases,  rather  dark  and  mixed  with  bold  stones,  sold  at  80s. 
per  cwt. 

Ambeegeis  in  good  quality  remains  very  scarce  and 
realises  high  prices ;  92s.  Gd.  per  oz.  was  paid  for  a  tin  in  sale 
to-day.  MiddKng  and  common  and  spurious  ambergris  is 
■plentiful,  and  realises  from  67s.  down  to  10s.  per  oz. 

Anise  remains  firm,  and  is  in  good  demand,  but  sparingly 
offering.  Russian  is  held  at  25s.  per  cwt,,  Alicante  at  60s. 
per  cwt. 


AnnAtto. — Eighteen  baskets  good  bright  Para  roll  bought 
in  at  Is.  Qd.  per  lb.  nominally.  Seeds  in  good  supply,  but 
neglected  and  cheap. 

Bael  Fkuit  without  demand.  At  auction  450  whole 
fruits,  with  soft  pale  pulp,  were  offered  and  bought  in  at  3d. 
each. 

Balsams. — Copaiba  not  offered  in  sale.  Peruvian  balsam 
without  improvement,  about  4s.  Gd.  per  lb.  would  be  the  price 
for  good  thin  quality  ;  sediment  sold  at  3s.  Id.  to  3s.  8d.  per 
lb.  Storax  neglected,  and  without  sales  in  public.  Tuhi 
dull.  Ten  cases  Savanilla  bought  in  at  Is.  Gd.  per  lb.,  over 
value. 

BucHU. — A  few  bags  round  leaves,  rather  yellowish  and 
stalky,  sold  at  2^d.  to  "id.  per  lb.,  but  the  bulk  of  the  lots 
catalogued  was  bought  in. 

Calumba. — We  understand  that  privately  a  good  business 
has  been  done  ;  it  is  said  that  between  2  and  3  tons  selected 
root  have  changed  hands  at  60s.  per  cwt.,  but  this  price  seems 
somewhat  out  of  proportion  to  that  at  which  other  lots  are 
offering.  A  parcel  of  pale  and  dark  mixed,  rather  small 
sized  root,  was  offering  at  20s.  per  cwt.,  and  in  sale  40  bags 
dull  coloured  root  sold  at  13s.  6^^.  to  14s.  per  cwt. 

Camphob. — It  is  stated  that  there  is  a  better  disposition 
in  the  market  for  crude  camphor,  and  that  holders  show  less 
eagerness  to  offer  for  forward  delivery.  The  refined  article 
is  in  good  demand,  and  the  manufacturers  report  that  they 
are  scarcely  able  to  keep  pace  with  the  requirements. 

Canaeyseed  remains  very  quiet.  It  is  now  a  matter  of 
calculation  whether  existing  stocks  will  last  for  the  next  three 
months  intervening  up  to  the  new  crop,  and  what  proportion 
will  have  to  be  held  over.  Of  fresh  supplies  there  are  none, 
neither  is  there  any  need  for  them.  Prices  have  remained 
unaltered,  viz.,  Tiirkish  seed  43s.  to  46s. ;  Morocco,  50s.  to  52s. ; 
Dutch  small  grained  49s.  to  50i>.,  large  52s.  to  54s. ;  Spanish, 
55s.  to  65s.  per  464  lbs.  ex  warehouse. 

Canella  'Alba. — Ten  cases  sea-damaged  quill,  very 
broken  and  dull  in  colour,  sold  at  lis.  to  13s.  per  cwt. 

Canthaeides. — Two  bags  Chinese  flies  sold  at  is.  9d.  per 
lb. 

Caeaway  Seed  has  assume."!  a  firmer  tone  ;  the  demand 
is  steady,  stocks  small.  From  Holland  some  damage  to  the 
new  crop  is  reported  ;  but  there  will  be  this  year  a  fair  sup- 
ply of  English  seed,  the  cultivation  of  which  was  taken  up  in 
1885.  It  is  now  in  bloom,  and  spoken  of  very  favourably. 
Fine  Butch  seed  realises  up  to  32s. ;  Ilusiian,2ns.  to  28;>'.  ; 
Mogador,  26s.  to  27s.  per  cwt. 

CODEIA. — The  manufacturers  still  quote  18s.,  although  we 
have  heard  of  lower  offers  by  second  hand  holders. 

Caedamoms. — At  auction  only  130  packages  were  offered, 
but  there  was  little  competition,  and  the  greater  part  re- 
mained unsold.  Prices  were  well  maintained,  however,  and 
the  dearest  lots  occasionally  fetched  a  slight  advance  over 
the  valuations.  Ceylon  Malabar  sold  as  follows  : — Good  pale 
plump,  partly  slightly  split,  2s.  \d.  to  2s.  Id.  \  good  pale  long, 
Mysore  character,  Is.  \\d.  to  2s. ;  brownish  medium,  rather 
warty  in  coat,  Is.  8d. ;  medium  sized,  imperfectly  cured. 
Is.  Id.  ;  small  to  medium,  brown  and  specky.  Is.  4c?. ;  dull, 
and  mixed  with  husk.  Is.  2>d. ;  very  small  pale,  and  dark 
brown,  Is.  per  lb.  Tellicherry  bought  in  at  Is.  Qd.  to  2s , 
and  Mangalore  "  CC  over  C  "  mark,  not  very  fine,  at  3s. 
per  lb.  Seeds  sold  at  Is.  2d.  to  Is.  l\d.  per  lb.,  and  hushs  at 
4|«^.  per  lb.  The  exports  of  cardamoms  from  Ceylon  from 
October  1  to  June  2  are  given  as  follows :— 1886-87,  245,670 
lbs. ;  1885-86,  185,853  lbs. ;  1884-5,  108,107  lbs. 

Cascabilla. — The  demand  has  apparently  ceased  for  the 
moment.  In  public  sale  83  packages  fairly  good  bark  were 
offered,  and  all  bought  in. 

Castoeum. — About  57  lbs.  of  this  article  were  placed  in 
auction,  and  sold  as  follows :— Firsts,  soft,  part  slightly 
mouldy,  32s. ;  firsts  and  seconds  mixed,  medium  to  bold, 
partly  soft,  31s. ;  seconds,  29s.  ;  good  to  ordinary  thirds,  28s. 
to  23s.  per  lb. 

Cinchona  Bark. — A  good  variety  of  South  American  cin- 
chona was  offered  in  to-day's  sales.  The  bulk  consisted 
of  flat  yellow  Calisaya,  of  which  315  bales  were  catalogued. 
Of  this  quantity,  162  bales  were  sold  at  2s.  to  2s.  2d.  per  lb. 
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for  fine  bright  sound,  a  few  lots  at  2s.  3d.,  and  a  lot  of  first- 
class  damaged  bark  at  2s,  per  lb.,  a  price  slightly  below  that 
paid  at  the  preceding  auctions.  The  falling-oS  in  the  cin- 
chona exports  from  Ceylon  is  becoming  more  pronounced, 
the  figures,  according  to  the  latest  mail  advices,  stand  as 
follows  :— October  1  to  June  2, 1886-7,  9,761,270  lbs. ;  1885-6, 
10,923,013  lbs. ;  1884-5,  7,234,598  lbs. 

The  Java  cinchona  planters  have  convened  a  meeting, 
which 'was  to  be  held^on  May  20,  for  the  purpose  of  discussing 
the  advisability  of  sending  a  quinologist  to  Ceylon  in  order 
to  obtain  reliable  data  concerning  the  present  position  and 
the  prospects  of  the  cinchona  industry  in  that  island.  It  is 
computed  that  private  cinchona  plantations  in  Java  alone, 
taking  the  average  proportion  of  quinine  iin  their  bark  at 
4  per  cent.,  will,  in  1892,  produce  5,900,000  oz.  quinine,  or 
over  three-fourths  of  the  world's  requirements.  To  this 
production  that  of  the  Java  Government  plantations,  Ceylon, 
India  and  America  must  be  added.  Under  these  circum- 
stances the  Java  planters  are  called  upon  to  unite  in  pre- 
venting the  extension  of  cinchona  plantations,  for  the  present 
at  any  rate. 

CoccuLUS  Indicus. — 113  bags  partly  sold  at  9s.  to  9s.  3d. 
per  cwt. 

COLOCYNTH. — The  catalogues  included  a  fairly  large 
quantity  of  partly  broken  and  very  seedy  Turkish  apple. 
Nothing  was  sold,  but  Is.  Hd.  per  lb.  is  asked  for  the  best  lots. 

Ceoton  Seed. — I9s.  per  cwt.  was  paid  for  good  bright 
Ceylon,  and  lis.  6d.  per  cwt.  for  dull  Cochin. 

CUBEBS  are  rapidly  falling  in  price,  and  at  to-day's 
auctions  a  considerable  reduction  was  accepted  for  five  bags 
small  dusty  berries,  very  slightly  mixed  with  spurious  fruit, 
which  sold  at  15/.  per  cwt. 

Cumin  Seed  has  considerably  advanced  lately.  Mogador 
seed  is  extremely  scarce,  and  has  realised  40s.,  while  East 
Indian  is  said  to  have  changed  hands  at  35s.  for  forward 
delivery. 

Eegot  op  Rye. — Twenty-four  cases  slightly  wormy  Spa7iish 
seed  are  quoted  at  Is.  per  lb. 

Fennel  Seed  remains  quiet,  at  18s.  to  22s.  per  cwt.  for 
East  Indian  and  26s.  per  cwt.  for  German  seed.  In  sale 
to-day  99  bags  were  offered,  but  none  sold.  One  parcel  was 
catalogued  as  anise,  but  in  reality  it  consisted  of  fennel 
seed,  probably  exhausted. 

Fenugreek  Seed. — A  quantity  of  rather  stony  seed  was 
bought  in  at  7s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Galls  neglected.  Turhey,  of  which  a  large  quantity  were 
unsuccessfully  offered  to-day,  are  nominally  quoted  at  60s. 
per  cwt.  for  blue ;  39  cases  sea-damaged  China  sold  at  55s. 
per  cwt.,  the  recent  decline. 

Gambiek  is  firm,  with  sales  at  22s.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot, 
and  21s.  \^\d.  per  cwt.  on  forward  delivery,  per  April-May. 

Gentian  Eoot. — Twelve  bales  good  sound  root  realised 
17s.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Ammoniacum.— There  is  no  demand  for  this  article, 
of  which  39  cases  were  offered.  Good  pale  loose  drop  and 
grain  is  held  at  25s.  per  cwt.,  smaller  ditto  at  20s.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Arabic. — A  good  assortment  was  placed  in  auction 
to-day,  but  did  not  receive  much  attention.  Some  Australian 
gum  sold  at  71s.  to  79s.  for  good  to  bold  frosty  tears  mixed 
with  dust.  Tvi^o  lots  Cajie  gum  sold  at  lower  rates,  viz.  52s. 
for  bold  amber  siftings,  and  25s.  for  small  ditto  ;  the  bulk  of 
this  variety  was,  however,  bought  in.  bl.  10s.  was  refused  for 
ten  bales  olibanum  scented  small  and  slightly  dark  mixed  Aden, 
and  9/.  5s.  accepted  for  2  cases  fine  selected  Ohatti  character, 
61s.  Qd.  for  olibanum  scented  sorts,  and  16s.  for  siftings. 
Turltey  gum,  though  still  very  dear,  is  slowly  receding  in 
value.  A  large  variety  was  offered  to-day,  but  only  2  bales 
very  good  Alexandrian  sorts  sold  at  12Z.  per  cwt.  Picked 
Turkey  is  held  at  from  14Z.  to  2A.I.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Benjamin. — Some  good  Siam  and  Sumatra  gum  was 
offered,  but  no  sales  were  made. 

DeAGONSBLood  is  very  quiet.  A  few  cases  good  bright 
Socotra  drop  were  bought  in  at  6Z.  per  cwt.  nominally,  slightly 
blocky  siftings  are  held  at  80s.,  and  darkish  cakey  dust  at  50s. 
per  cwt. 


Gamboge.— Seven  out  of  32  cases  offered  found  purchasers 
at  very  firm  prices,  viz.  IQl.  Is.  Qd.  to  IQl.  10s.  for  fair  but 
broken  pipe,  rather  dark  and  slightly  drossy,  Ql.  17s.  Qd.  for 
dull  darkish  pipe,  and  31.  15s.  for  drossy  pickings  and  broken 
pipe. 

Gum  Mastic— Fair  yellow  to  fine  pale  drop  is  held  at 
2s.  lid.  to  3s.  per  lb.,  but  no  demand  exists. 

Gum  Myrbh  remains  steady  but  quiet.  5Z.  per  cwt.  is 
the  price  for  good  pale  Aden  sorts;  rather  dusty  and 
drossy  ditto  selling  at  92s.  Qd.  to  95s.  per  cwt. 

Honey  remains  rather  quiet  here,  though  at  Liverpool  a 
fair  business  appears  to  be  doing.  In  auction  to-day  only  a 
few  barrels  liquid  brown  Jamaica  sold  cheaply  at  18s.  per 
cwt. 

Ipecacuanha  has  become  a  dead  letter  for  the  moment, 
owing  to  the  fear  entertained  in  many  quarters  that  further 
supplies  may  arrive  and  cause  a  complete  breakdown  in  the 
article.  Twenty-six  packages  were  offered  in  sale  to  day, 
but  only  one  bale  picked  root  sold  without  reserve  at  6s.  per 
lb.,  a  fresh  decline  of  over  Is.  per  lb. 

Isinglass. — At  the  periodical  auctions  a  fair  quantity  of 
381  packages  was  offeree,  but  the  demand  was  rather  slack, 
and  only  about  one-half  of  the  lots  found  purchasers,  mostly 
at  lower  prices,  although  Bombay  eahe  realised  an  advance  of 
Id.  to  Zd.  per  lb.,  and  Brazil  lump  was  fairly  well  competed 
for.    Sales  were  made  as  follows : — 

Brazil :  Fara,  lump,  first  to  fourth,  3s.  to  2s.  Id. ;  mixed 
honeycomb,  chiefly  stout.  Is.  Id. ;  Maranham,  good  lump, 
2s.  lid. ;  ordinary  heavy,  2s.  to  2s.  2d. ;  tongue,  2s.  9d.  to 
2s.  Hd. ;  small  thin  to  pickings,  9^d.  to  Is.  4fZ. 

Bortibay  and  Kurrachee,  new,  fine  bright  to  low  mixed  red 
and  dark  tongue,  2s.  9d.  to  Is.  bd. ;  old  tongue,  good  stout 
yellow  and  reddish  to  thin  long  small,  2s.  Zd.  to  Is.  Id. ; 
small  pieces,  Is.  3d. ;  bladder  pipe,  very  fine  bright  pale, 
3s.  l\d. ;  ordinary  to  fair,  2s.  2.d.  to  2s.  Qd. ;  cake,  fine  to 
ordinary.  Is.  9d.  to  Qd. 

Penang  :  Leaf,  fine  pale  to  low  small  thin,  3s.  lOd.  to 
2s.  Id. ;  tongue,  good  stout  to  low  red  and  dark,  3s.  3d.  to 
Is.  dd. ;  cake,  fair  to  ordinary.  Is.  Qd.  to  9^^. 

Saigon :  Leaf,  fine  stout  long,  pale  and  yellow,  4s.  3d. ; 
middling  to  ordinary  red,  4s.  Id.  to  3s. 

China :  Leaf,  good,  3s.  3d. 

Cape  :  Skinny  leaf,  Is. 

Jalap. — A  parcel  of  10  bales  bold  and  small  mixed  root  is 
held  at  Q\d.  per  lb.  The  other  day  there  were  buyers  to 
arrive  at  %\d.  per  lb.  c.i.f .,  but  no  sellers. 

Liquorice  Eoot. — 155  bales  old  and  rather  lean  root 
from  Bussorah  were  partly  sold  "  without  reserve  "  at  the 
very  low  price  of  6s.  to  7s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  For  the  remainder 
10s.  per  cwt.  is  required. 

Morphia. — One  maker  to-day  quotes  7s.  Qd.,  others  still 
talk  of  6s.  Qd.,  but  add  that  the  price  of  opium  would  war- 
rant a  higher  quotation. 

Musk  is  rather  easier  and  fine  Tonquin  fods  do  not  sell 
very  rapidly.  Four  caddies  very  fine  musk  of  this  variety 
were  offered,  but  bought  in  at  90s.  per  oz.  nominally  for 
medium  to  bold  pods,  thin  blue  skin  and  underskin.  Eight 
caddies  good  ordinary  first  pile  with  top — aud  underskin  and 
partly  damp  and  broken  sold  at  73s.  to  74s.  per  oz  ,  and  7 
caddies  third  pile,  damp,  false  packed,  and  untrimmed  at 
27s.  per  oz.    Some  grain  mush  sold  at  35s.  to  53s.  per  oz. 

Oil  (Almond). — English  makers  of  sweet  almond  oil 
have  reduced  their  quotation  from  Is.  l\d.  to  Is.  3d.  per  lb. 

Oil  (Castor)  is  rather  quiet.  For  first  Calcutta  oil 
l\d.  per  lb.  is  still  asked ;  fine  Italian  was  bought  in  at 
4fcZ.  per  lb.  nominally.  Calcutta  reports  from  June  4  state 
that  Castor  oil  has  been  in  fair  demand  for  shipment  to  the 
colonies,  but  from  Great  Britain  orders  continue  very  limited, 
and  consequently  the  manufacture  of  fine  oil  had  been 
stopped.  Stocks  and  production  of  inferior  grades  have  also 
been  small,  owing  to  unseasonable  weather. 

Oil  (Cod-liver). — In  Norway  higher  prices  are  quoted, 
but  the  London  market  has  not  responded  yet.  The  first 
shipments  of  the  new  season's  Newfoundland  oil  have  arrived 
in  iSurope. 
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Oils  (Essential). — There  is  no  change  in  the  position  of 
French  and  Italian  essential  oils.  Orange  flowers  are  very 
scarce  in  the  South,  but  roses  abound  this  season.  Almond  oil 
unchanged.  Star-anise  oil  is  again  slightly  lower,  7s.  bd.  per  lb. 
having  been  accepted.  The  latest  mail  advices  from  China, 
however,  reaffirm  that  the  stock  in  that  quarter  is  exhausted, 
and  Chinese  dealers  are  unable  to  make  offers,  quotations 
being  therefore  entirely  nominal.  No  reliable  information  is 
to  be  obtained  regarding  fresh  supplies,  but  there  is  said  to 
be  no  doubt  that  the  production  was  considerably  curtailed, 
probably  in  consequence  of  political  troubles  in  producing 
districts.  Oil  of  cassia  is  quoted  here  at  2s.  9fZ.  per  lb. ; 
in  China  the  market  is  weaker,  the  export  demand  having 
come  to  a  stop.  Cinnamon  oil  sells  in  a  small  way  at 
Is.  Qd.  per  oz.  for  farily  good  quality.  The  Ceylon 
shipments  now  stand  as  follows : — "  October  1  to  June  2, 
1886-87,  50,154  oz. ;  1885-86,  87,825  oz. ;  1884-5,  86,877  oz. 
Good  Cinnamon-leaf  oil  held  at  l\d.  per  oz.  English  drawn 
Oil  of  cloves  is  again  quoted  at  7s.  per  lb.  Citronella  oil 
remains  extremely  quiet  at  ^d.  to  \\d.  per  oz.  for  native 
brands,  and  Leviongrass  is  also  unaltered.  The  first  arrivals 
of  the  new  crop  of  otto  of  rose  are  now  due  very  shortly,  and, 
as  fine  weather  has  thus  far  favoured  the  distilling,  the  yield 
is  expected  at  least  to  fall  not  below  that  of  last  season. 
Finest  oil  is  quoted  up  to  24s.  per  oz.  American  Oil  of 
l^eppermint,  H.  G.  H.  brand,  is  quoted  at  15s.  9rf.  per  lb., 
although  slightly  lower  offers  might  be  entertained.  Good 
Japanese  oil  sold  at  5s.  per  lb.  in  sale  to-day,  but  a  good 
deal  offers  at  even  lower  rates.  Mentliol  crystals  abundantly 
offering,  and  almost  unsaleable.  In  sale  to-day  3s.  4(2.  per  lb. 
was  refused  for  a  good  lot,  holder  standing  out  for  Id.  per  lb. 
more.    Sassafras  oil  is  held  at  Is.  10^^.  per  lb. 

Opium. — The  London  market  is  very  firm  and  almost  all 
the  firms  interested  in  the  article  in  this  place  seem  to  antici- 
pate much  higher  prices  in  the  near  future.  Advices  from 
the  Levant  are  not  quite  so  unanimous  in  prognosticating 
such  a  rapid  rise,  but  they  all  agree  in  describing  the  crop  as 
a  very  short  one.  It  is  stated  that  Smyrna  firms  are  effect- 
ing speculative  purchases  in  Salonica  and  elsewhere. 

Orange  Peel. — Malta  peel  still  offers  liberally,  but  the 
quality  oE  the  lots  shown  is  not  particularly  desirable. 

Paeeiea  Brava. — bl.  lbs.  per  cwt.  is  required  for  a  bale 
of  genuine  root  which  has  been  offering  for  months  without 
ever  finding  a  bujer. 

Poppies. — In  Lincolnshire  the  long-continued  drought  is 
seriously  affecting  this  crop.  At  the  time  of  sowing  the 
land  was  in  unusually  fine  condition,  owing  to  the  frosty 
winter,  and  plants  came  up  regularly  and  well.  A  smaller 
acreage  than  usual  was,  however,  sown.  Two  or  three  lots 
of  last  year's  poppies  which,  because  of  their  dark  colour, 
were  unsaleable  earlier  in  the  season,  have  been  disposed  of 
during  this  past  week  at  advanced  prices.  Under  any  cir- 
cumstances the  growing  crop  will  be  harvested  late,  and 
unless  there  is  a  speedy  change  in  the  weather,  the  heads 
will  be  deficient  in  size. 

Quicksilver. — The  importers  quote  Ql.  12s.  6d.  per 
bottle.    Mercurials  unchanged. 

Quince  Seed. — Two  bags  fair  but  partly  damage!  Cajje 
seed  sold  cheaply  at  7^d.  per  lb.  without  reserve. 

Quinine  very  flat,  and  business  almost  stagnant.  It  is 
reported  that  German  quinine  in  bulk  has  been  sold  by 
second-hand  holders  at  Is.  lOd.  to  Is.  lO^d.  per  oz,,  and 
Howard's  in  bottles  at  2s.  b^d.  per  oz.,  but  manufacturers' 
prices  show  no  change. 

Khubarb  continues  to  arrive.  In  sale  to-day  no  less  than 
247  cases  were  offered.  A  smaU  part  sold  at  very  high,  in 
some  cases  excessive,  prices  for  good  qualities,  while  middling 
and  ordinary  varieties  sold  at  low  rates.  The  following 
prices  were  paid  :  Shcnsi,  round,  small,  well  trimmed  root, 
grejish  pinky  fracture  3.S.  per  lb. ;  flat  very  fine  bold  yellow 
root,  good  fracture,  2s.  2d.  to  3s.  Zd.  per  lb. ;  round  and 
round  and  flat  mixed  very  good  pickings,  2s.  to  2s.  bd.  ; 
good  flat  yellow  coat,  fair  pinky  fracture,  2s.  2d.;  well- 
trimmed  round  root,  rather  dark  break  and  partly  spongy 
and  woody,  Is.  Qd. ;  flat  woody  pickings  Is.  per  lb.  Shensi 
Idyll-dried  bold  to  medium  flat,  good  fracture.  Is.  Zd.  to  Is. 
per  lb.  Hi fjh- dried  fair  flat  mixed  sizes,  Qd. ;  ordinary 
dark  wormy,  Qd.  to  Q\d.  per  lb. 


Saccharin. — The  patentees  of  saccharin  in  Germany 
inform  us  that  the  price  of  the  article  in  that  country  has 
been  fixed  at  100  marks  per  kilo.,  or  say  about  41s.  Qd.  per  lb. 
It  appears  that  the  patentees  "  hope  ere  long  "  to  be  able  to 
deliver  saccharin  in  commercial  quantities,  but  they  seem  to 
have  been  exceptionally  unfortunate  hitherto  in  always 
meeting  with  unexpected  obstacles  just  when  about  to  turn 
out  their  product  in  large  quantities.  A  London  firm  have 
been  appointed  sole  agents  for  saccharin  ;  but  they,  too,  are 
not  quite  ready  yet,  being  still  arranging  about  ofiices. 

Saffron  has  risen  further.  From  54s.  to  56s.  per  lb.  is 
now  quoted  for  the  best  Valencia. 

San  DAL- WOOD. — Good  East  Indian  logs  bought  in  at  60Z. 
per  ton  ;  ordinary  chips  at  18Z.  per  ton. 

Sapota  Seed. — A  box  of  about  16  lbs.  of  these  fruits, 
which  rarely  occur  in  the  drug  sales,  was  offered,  but  taken 
out  without  mention  of  price,  no  bid  being  forthcoming. 
The  fruit  is  that  of  the  Sapota  A  cliras,  a  large  tree  flourishing 
in  the  West  Indies  and  South  America  (the  box  in  question 
came  from  the  island  of  Grenada).  The  seeds  are  about  2 
inches  long,  with  a  nice  brown  smooth  surface  in  which  is 
enclosed  a  bitter  oily  kernel,  which  is  said  to  possess  diuretic, 
and  aperient  properties. 

Sarsaparilla. — Grey  Jamaica  continues  in  very  good 
demand,  and  realises  2s.  for  sound  root,  while  Is.  bd.  per  lb. 
is  paid  for  Lima  Jamaica,  and  fair  red  Jamaica  is  held  at 
Is.  6d.  per  lb.  Fine  Honduras  brands  are  steady,  but  lower 
grades  are  neglected  and  plentiful.  Is.  Ohd.  per  lb.  was  paid 
to-day  for  the  latter. 

Scammony  is  becoming  very  scarce,  it  is  saitl,  and  23s.  to 
24s.  per  lb.  is  asked  for  the  finest  qualities. 

Senna. — Ti7ievelly  leaves  are  now  becoming  very  scarce 
and  realise  higher  prices  in  every  sale,  but  the  time  for  the 
arrival  of  the  new  crop  is  no  longer  so  very  distant.  In 
to-day's  auctions  116  packages  were  offered  and  mostly  sold 
at  Id.  for  fair  greenish,  4|^Z.  to  Q\d.  for  ordinary  partly  dark 
to  fair,  Z\d.  to  Z^d.  for  low  damaged  to  blackish,  and  down 
to  \d.  per  lb.  for  rubbish.  Sixty-three  packages  Alexandrian 
senna  were  offered,  but  the  prices  asked  are  too  high  to  lead 
to  business. 

Shellac. — No  change  has  taken  place  in  the  position  of 
the  article,  and  at  the  auctions  on  Tuesday  the  demand 
remained  languid,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  no  public 
sales  had  been  held  the  week  before.  Barely  one  half  of  the 
469  chests  offered  at  auction  were  sold  at  previous  prices, 
mostly  without  reserve.  First  orange  sold  as  follows  : — G  in 
double-triangle  SL,  unworked  Calcutta  weights,  60s. ;  H  in 
diamond,  ditto,  54s.  to  55s.  Second  orange  :  DJ  in  diamond, 
44s.  Button  lac,  fine  first  blood,  55s.  to  56s. ;  fair  to  good 
first,  50s.  to  53s. ;  fair  second,  unworked,  45s.  &d.  to  46s. ; 
common  second,  43s.  to  44s.  ;  and  dark  third,  37s.  To-day 
we  hear  of  sales  of  400  cases  for  May-July  shipment  TN 
second  orange  at  47s.  per  cwt.,  or  Is.  dearer  ;  but  this  trans- 
action is  probably  made  only  with  the  purpose  of  covering 
bare  saks. 

Turmeric. — In  public  sale  on  Tuesday,  839  bags  Madras 
were  offered,  130  of  which  sold  at  9s.  for  bright  finger 
8s.  2>d.  to  8s.  6f7.  for  fair  bulbs,  7s.  'dd.  for  ends,  and  2s.  to 
2s.  ^d.  for  very  common  earthy  bulb. 

Tamarinds. — Small  sales  of  fresh  West  Indian  at  12s.  to 
13s.  per  cwt.,  which  is  not  quite  up  to  the  recent  value. 

Vanilla. — At  to-day's  sale  the  bulk  of  the  supply  brought 
forward  was  sold  at  the  following  rates : — 7  to  in.,  16s.  &d. 
to  17s.  M. ;  6i  to  7  in.,  15s.  to  17s. ;  5^-  to  6^  in.,  14s.  %d.  to 
16s.  6<7. :  5^  in.,  13s. ;  5  to  5|  in.,  13s.  to  l5s.  per  lb.  On 
June  4th  the  first-hand  stock  of  vanilla  at  Bordeaux 
amounted  to  542  tins,  or  3,550  kilos. 

Wax  (Bees')  continues  to  sell  briskly  at  very  firm  prices : 
Australian — good  pale  yellow  and  grey,  6/.  2s.  &d.  to  6Z.  5s. ; 
dark  and  light  grey,  bl.  lbs.  to  6/.;  ordinary,  95s.  Calcutta— 
pale  bleached,  bl.  lbs.  Jamaica — orange,  6Z.  2s.  Qd. ;  dark 
orange  and  reddish,  bl.  15s.  to  bl.  17s.  Qd. ;  orange  and 
brown,  5^.  12s.  6fZ. ;  brown,  bl.  10s.  per  cwt. 

Wax  (Japan).— a  falling  market.  In  sale  46s.  %d.  per 
cwt.  was  refused  for  a  small  lot  good  white  which  is  held  at 
47s.  per  cwt. 
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Disinfectants. — The  following  tenders  have  been  ac- 
cepted for  the  supply  of  manganate  of  soda  and  chloride  of 
lime  for  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works: — Manganate  of 
soda  :  Mort,  Liddell  &  Co.,  300  tons  at  111. ;  Christopherson, 
150  tons  at  10/.  10s.,  100  tons  at  2s.  6d.  less  if  not  finely- 
ground  ;  Tennant,  100  tons  at  91.  19s.,  500  tons  at  101.  9s. ; 
Middleton,  Kirkpatrick  &;  Co.,  500  tons  at  101.  Chloride  of 
lime  :  Crook,  200  tons  at  8Z.  15s. ;  Laurie  &  Co.,  250  tons  at 
81.  2s.  9d. ;  Pilkington  &  Co.,  500  tons  at  81.  2s.  6d. ;  Caudery, 
200  tons  at  81.  2s.  6d. ;  Newcastle  Chemical  Works,  250  tons 
at  81.  Is.  6d. ;  Christopherson,  200  tons  at  81. ;  Middleton, 

I,  000  at  71.  17s.  6d.  ;  Knight,  Hilll  &  Co.,  1,000  tons  at 

II.  16s.  3d. ;  Tennant,  300  tons  at  11.  15s. 


THE  AMERICAN  MARKETS, 


New  Yoek,  June  18. 

THE  demand  in  our  home  drug  market  may  be  called  quiet, 
and  of  a  hand-to-mouth  character.  Country  dealers 
are  seemingly  not  disposed  to  stock  up  until  called  upon  to 
provide  for  their  autumn  trade,  so  that  during  this  month 
and  next  a  quiet  but  steady  market  is  expected.  The  export 
demand  cannot  be  said  to  have  improved  much.  Germany 
is  buying  more  freely,  but  inquiries  from  England  are  small. 

The  prices  sterling  (in  parentheses)  are  what  the  different 
articles  would  cost  delivered  in  London,  all  market  allow- 
ances, discounts,  &c.,  being  taken  into  account.  Importers 
can  therefore  see  at  a  glance  the  course  of  this  market  com- 
pared with  their  own. 

Aloes  (Curacao). — We  have  had  no  arrivals,  nor  from 
what  can  be  learned  are  large  supplies  expected.  Sales  of 
300  boxes  were  made  to  Germany  last  week,  and  more  are  in 
treaty.  Holders  are  asking  higher  prices ;  good  quality, 
smooth  fracture,  6c.  (34s.). 

Balsams. — Large  arrivals  of  ParS,  and  Maracaibo  Copaiba 
have  had  a  weakening  effect  on  our  market,  but  after  a  con- 
siderable concession  by  the  importers  all  new  imports  have 
been  placed,  Para  at  38c.  (Is.  8\d.),  and  Maracaibo  at  35c. 
(Is.  Id.).  Maranham  is  in  short  supply.  Peru  remains  dull 
and  depressed.  Small  sales  were  made  by  the  importers  at 
^1.05  (4s.  8d.).  Tolu  is  in  good  demand,  recent  arrivals 
finding  a  ready  sale  at  29j.  (Is.  3hd.).  It  is  believed  that 
for  years  the  stock  has  not  been  so  small  as  at  present.  The 
new  crop  of  Canada  balsam  is  reported  on  the  way  to  this 
market,  the  prici  a^ked  being  31c.  (Is.  I^\d.)  in  original 
barrels. 

Beomine. — The  "pool"  are  reported  to  have  agreed  to  con- 
tinue the  present  combination  for  six  years,  but  whether 
they  decided  to  make  any  chaoge  in  the  price  of  their  pro- 
duct has  not  yet  transpired. 

Coca  Leaves. — Two  parcels  arrived  this  week,  one  of 
10,000  and  one  of  5,000  lbs.  Both  lots  are  fresh  green 
^wawflco  leaves,  the  price  demanded  being  32^c.  (Is.  bd.), 
which  appears  cheap  considering  the  excellent  quality  and 
prime  condition  of  the  parcels. 

GuARANA. — No  sales  are  reported.  The  stock  here  is 
considerable,  but  is  firmly  held  at  ^1,00  (4s.  6tZ.). 

Gum  Chicle. — The  market  has  declined  to  34c.  (Is.  5^^^.), 
owing  to  heavy  arrivals.  It  is  reported  tliat  this  article  is 
now  coming  into  use  with  electricians  for  insulating  pur- 
poses. 

Honey. — It  is  generally  reported  that  the  new  crop  in 
California  will  fall  very  short,  and  it  is  thought  there  will 
only  be  enough  for  the  home  trade.  There  is  plenty  of  one 
and  two  year-old  stock  still  left.  Last  week  970  cases  were 
Ehipped  to  Havre  from  San  Francisco  by  sailer. 

Oils  (Essential). — Cassia  can  be  had  for  67jC.  (3s.)  on 
the  spot,  and  65c.  (2s.  lid.)  to  arrive.  The  stock  is  large, 
viz.  about  1,100  cases.  A^iiseed  has  been  forced  up  to  ^^1.90 
(8s.  4(^.),  but  little  business  is  doing  thereat.  Si^ssafras  is 
tending  higher  again,  under  large  consumption.  The  pure 
is  36c.  (Is.  l^d.).  Wintergreeii  is  also  dearer,  at  ^1.80 
(7s.  9d.)  in  tins.    Spearmint  is  scarce. 

Oil  op  Peppermint. — There  has  been  some  demand  for 
pure  Wayne  County  oil  in  bulk  at  ^3.00  (12s.  9d.\  but 


H.  G.  Hotchkiss  is  neglected.  In  spite  of  the  competition 
of  the  Japanese  article,  the  export  of  American  oil  of 
peppermint  has  increased  since  last  season  by  no  less  than 
10,000  lbs. 

Quinine  — The  market  here  did  not  respond  to  the 
advance  in  London,  and  in  spite  of  the  desperate  endeavour 
of  speculators,  the  price  for  prime  German  brands  remains 
at  43Jc.  (Is.  9\d.).  The  demand  for  consumption  will  again 
set  in  during  July,  and  the  best  judges  here  think  we  shall 
see  a  gradual  improvement  commence  then. 

Roots. — Jalap  is  firmer.  The  season  for  arrivals  of  the 
new  crop  is  nearly  over,  and  unless  large  stocks  are  held 
back  in  Mexico  (which  is  not  probable)  the  market  must  go 
on  improving.  Ipecacuanlia  is  firmly  held  by  the  only  house 
which  has  any  stock,  but  only  small  sales  are  made,  the 
trade  expecting  much  lower  prices  soon.  Senega  is  tending 
lower  ;  buyers  had  better  wait  before  purchasing.  Serpentary 
is  in  large  demand,  but  unchanged.  Mexican  sarsapariUa 
is  selling  at  7jC.  (J\d.),  and  meets  with  good  demand  from 
Germany.  Recently  170  bales  arrived  here,  and  150  more 
are  reported  on  the  way.  Honduras  sarsaparilla  is  tending 
lower  for  common  brands,  as,  owing  to  the  low  price  of  best 
brands,  all  others  are  practically  unsaleable. 

Spermaceti. — The  market  is  weak  at  40c.  (Is.  9A.).  The 
demand  is  slack,  and  with  stock  accucuulating  on  makers' 
hands  a  slight  reduction  in  price  is  expected.  Oa  the  other 
side,  if  a  sudden  demand  should  spring  up,  higher  prices 
would  easily  be  established. 

Vanilla. — About  250  cases  of  the  new  crop  arrived 
lately  from  Mexico,  and  are  still  unsold  in  first  hands,  owing 
to  the  high  price  they  are  held  at.  The  quality  is  only 
ordinary,  and  ^^8.00  (34s.  6^^.)  is  demanded.  It  is  reported 
that  part  of  this  parcel  is  becoming  mouldy.  The  Mexican 
crop  this  season  is  expected  to  reach  about  1,100  cases,  or 
300  more  than  last  year. 


MOTH  EXTERMINATORS. 


THE  National  Druggist  gives  the  following  amongst  other 
formulas  for  moth  exterminators  : — 


(1)  Lupulin    1  lir. 

SnufE   2  oz. 

Camphor     . .       . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  1  „ 

Cedar  sawdust    4  „ 

Mix. 

This  is  to  be  used  for  spriokling  where  the  moths  frequent. 

(2;  Carbolic  acid,  gum  camphor,  each     . .       . .  1  oz. 

Benzine      . .    1  piut 


Dissolve  the  gum  and  carbolic  acid  in  the  benzine. 
Apply  by  saturating  a  piece  of  blotting-paper,  or  use  it  in  form  of  spray 
by  use  of  an  atomizer. 

The  following  is  recommended  for  sprinkling  among  f urs> 
clothes,  &c.,  to  prevent  the  ravages  of  moths  : — 


Parts 

(3)  Patchouly  herb  100 

Valerian  50 

Camphor  10 

Orris,  snmbul,  each   50 

Oil  of  patchouly,  otto  of  roses,  each  . .      . .  1 


The  various  ingredients  are  broken  up  as  small  as  possible,  passed 
through  a  wide  sieve  to  separate  the  coarser  pieces,  and  freed  from  dust 
by  a  fine  sieve.  The  oils  are  mi.Ked  with  the  orris  root,  and  all  .the  in- 


gredients are  then  combined. 

Parts 

(4)  Powdered  cloves   ..50 

„       black  pepper  100 

„       quassia  100 

Sprinkle  with 

Oil  of  cassia,  oil  of  bergamot,  each    ..       ..  2. 


Camphor  

Previously  dissolved  in 

Ether   

Then  mix  with 

Carbonate  of  ammonium 

Powdered  orris 
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Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 

Always  send  your  proper  name  and  address:  tee  do  not 
publish  them  unless  you  wish. 

Write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only  ;  write  early  ;  and  devote 
a  separate  sheet  of  paper  to  each  query  if  you  ask  more 
than  one,  or  if  you  are  writing  about  other  matters  at  the 
same  time. 

If  you  send  us  newspapers  please  mark  what  you  wish  us  to 
read 

Ask  us  anything  of  pharmaceutical  interest :  we  shall  do  our 
best  to  reply. 

Letters,  queries,  ^c,  not  noticed  in  this  issue  will,  if  possible, 
be  attended  to  next  week. 

Before  writing  for  formulce  consult  the  last  volume,  if  you 
have  it. 


Cough  Lozenges. 

The  following  correspondence  has  recently  passed  between 
Messrs.  F.  Newbery  &  Sons  and  the  Solicitor  to  the  Board 
of  Inland  Revenue  : — 

Solicitor  of  Inland  Revenue,  Somerset  House,  W.C. 

June  10,  1887. 

Dear  Sie, — One  of  our  customers  to  whom  cough  lozenges 
are  supplied  in  bulk,  by  the  pound,  has  lately  had  an  informa- 
tion laid  against  him  for  having  supplied  on  request  "  three- 
pennyworth  of  cough  lozenges." 

The  mode  of  sale  was  to  wrap  them  in  plain  paper,  and 
seal  the  package  with  wax. 

The  ground  on  which  the  information  has  been  laid  is,  we 
understand,  that  the  chemist  had  in  his  window  a  card 
worded,  "  's  Cough  Lozenges." 

But  we  are  not  informed  whether  the  lozenges  actually 
sold  were  or  were  not  manufactured  by  the  firm  whose  name 
was  on  the  card. 

The  information  may,  however,  have  been  properly  laid 
in  accordance  with  the  principle  contained  in  your  letter  to 
us  of  February  10,  1886,  wherein  you  stated  that  an  exposed 
advertisement  of  proprietary  liver  pills  would  render  liable 
to  duty  a7iy  pills  sold  as  liver  pills  by  the  person  exposing 
the  advertisement. 

Now,  in  the  case  of  the  cough  lozenges,  the  proprietary 
name  on  the  card  was  not  that  of  the  shopkeeper  who  sold 
the  lozenges,  which,  we  should  add,  were  asked  for  simply 
as  "  cough  lozenges." 

In  connection  with  the  foregoing  we  wish  to  point  out 
that  it  is  not  unusual  for  show-cards  of  proprietary  cough 
lozenges  to  be  issued  by  us  to  chemists,  who  also  sell  "  cough 
lozenges"  other  than  those  designated  by  the  show-card. 
We  find  by  one  of  our  earlier  catalogues  that  so  many  as 
twenty  proprietary  cough  lozenges,  all  bearing  stamps,  were 
obtainable,  and  all  or  any  of  them  might  be  exposed  to  sale 
by  a  tradesman  selling  at  the  same  time  such  cough  lozenges, 
and  under  such  circumstances  as  those  in  respect  of  which 
the  recent  information  has  been  laid. 

If  it  follow  that  the  exhibition  of  a  show-card  for,  say, 
"  Keating's  Cough  Lozenges,"  or  even  of  a  single  box  so 
labelled,  renders  it  obligatory  to  affix  a  stamp  to  all  lozenges 
sold  as  "  cough  lozenges  "  by  the  dealer  exposing  the  card 
(and  it  seems  to  us  that  this  must  follow),  then  we  venture 
to  say  that  the  recent  application  of  this  principle  will 
operate  vexatiously  upon  retail  chemists  as  a  body,  seeing 
that  probably  90  per  cent,  are  dealing  in  proprietary  and  non- 
proprietary cough  lozenges  at  one  and  the  same  time.  But 
would  this  result  follow  in  the  case  supposed  1 
We  are,  dear  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

F.  Newbeey  &  Sons, 


Solicitor's  Department,  Somerset  House,  London,  W.C. 

June  11,  1887. 

Gentlemen, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  10th  inst.,  I 
have  to  say  that  the  exhibition  of  a  show-card  in  a  chemist's 
shop  window  relating  to  "  Keatings  Cough  Lozenges,"  e.g.,  is 
considered  to  render  such  lozenges  liable  to  medicine-stamp 
duty. 

It  does  not  follow  that  other  cough  lozenges  sold  by  the 
chemist  would  be  liable  to  duty,  but  it  is  desirable  for  his 
own  protection  that  he  should  so  distinguish  them  from  the 
dutiable  lozenges  that  a  purchaser  would  not  be  misled. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 
W.  H.  Melvill, 
Solicitor  of  Inland  Revenue. 

Messrs.  Newbery  &  Sons. 

June  14,  1887. 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  your  favour  of  11th  inst.,  please 
say  if  "  such  "  is  intended  to  mean  "  cough  "  or  "  Keating's 
Cough  Lozenges,"  and  oblige,  Yours  faithfully, 

F.  Newbery  &  Sons. 

Solicitor  of  Inland  Revenue,  Somerset  House. 

[Repeated  June  23.] 

Solicitor's  Department,  Somerset  House,  London,  W.C. 

June  25,  1887. 

Gentlemen, — In  reply  to  your  letters  of  the  14th  and 
23rd  instant,  I  have  to  say  that  the  word  "  such  "  in  my 
letter  of  the  13th  instant  relates  to  the  lozenges  antecedently 
mentioned  in  the  sentence  in  which  that  word  occurs. 

I  am.  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 
W.  H.  Melvill, 
Solicitor  of  Inland  Revenue. 
Messrs.  Francis  Newbery  &  Sons. 


Urine  a  Remedy. 

Sir, — On  Friday  afternoon  I  was  asked  by  a  country  woman 
for  honey  and  borax,  to  apply  to  the  mouth  of  a  child  sufEer- 
ing  from  thrush.  I  supplied  it,  and  the  woman  left.  Imme- 
diately, however,  she  returned,  and  began  a  discursive  account 
of  the  child's  illness  and  of  the  remedies  she  had  applied. 
Amongst  others  she  had  given  it,  upon  the  advice  of  a  "  wise 
woman,"  a  teaspoonful  of  its  own  urine  daily.  To  her 
evident  surprise  this  had  not  at  once  effected  a  cure,  and 
she  ingenuously  informed  me  that  she  thought  it  was  now 
time  the  druggist  had  a  turn. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  hear  whether  any  of  your 
readers  can  confirm  this  survival  of  old  English  medicine. 
Human  urine  enters  largely,  I  believe,  into  modern  Chinese 
therapeutics  [see  article  "  Homme "  in  Soubeiran's  "  La 
Matiere  Medicale  chez  les  Chinois  "],  but  I  must  confess  to 
some  surprise  to  find  that  it  is  still  used  in  England,  even 
i£  it  be  in  that  happy  hunting-ground  of  "  wise  women," 
East  Anglia.  Yours,  &c., 

Epwortb,  June  28.  J.  Henry  Bell, 


Eucalyptus  Oil. 

SlB, — ^We  have  all  of  us  heard  the  story  of  the  country  lad 
who,  upon  beirg  asked  if  a  hare  had  passed  that  way,  in- 
quired consecutively  if  it  was  a  little  brown  animal  with  four 
legs;  if  its  eyes  were  very  bright;  if  it  had  a  bushy  tail; 
whether  it  ran  \  ery  fast,  &c. ;  and,  when  the  whole  of  these 
queries  had  been  answered  seriatim  in  the  affirmative,  in- 
formed the  sportsman  that  he  hadn't  seen  it !  The  letter  in 
your  columns  on  June  18  from  Messrs.  Schimmel  &  Co. 
reminds  one  very  forcibly  of  the  story  just  referred  to :  for 
after  making  a  statement  about  "  eucalyptol "  from  a  com- 
mercial standpoint,  and  describing  or  admitting  the  charac- 
teristics of  this  body  as  discovered  and  actually  named  by 
Cloez,  they  obligingly  cut  the  ground  from  under  their  own 
feet  by  saying  in  effect  that  they  haven't  seen  it,  but  were 
talking  of  something  else  all  the  time  I 

The  purely  comical  aspect  of  the  matter  is  scarcely  appro- 
priate to  burden  your  pages  with,  so  I  will  pass  it  by  without 
further  comment.  The  scientific  questions  involved  are  so 
numerous  and  so  complex  in  detail,  that  their  adequate  dis- 
cussion would  occupy  several  entire  numbers  of  your  journal; 
hence,  in  mercy  alike  to  your  readers  and  myself,  I  will  not 
attempt  to  dive  into  them  on  the  present  occasion,  although 
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possibly  I  may  have  a  few  words  to  say  ia  this  connection  at 
another  time  and  place.  For  the  moment  I  merely  desire  to 
direct  attention  to  a  few  points  of  the  very  simplest  kind,  in 
order  that  the  trade  may  not  unthinkingly  be  prejudiced 
either  for  or  against  any  particular  brand  of  eucalyptus  oil  by 
reason  of  Messrs.  Schimmel's  statement  quoted  in  your 
columns,  which  I  still  characterise  as  "  distinctly  erroneous." 

I  think,  sir,  we  have  only  to  bear  in  mind  that  it  is  to 
Australian  eucalyptus — with  all  its  merits  or  demerits — that 
we  owe  whatever  knowledge  (which  at  present  is  not  very 
great)  we  possess  of  the  composition  and  properties  of  these 
oils ;  that  it  was  from  Australian  plants  or  trees  (growing, 
some  in  Victoria,  some  cultivated  in  France)  that  Cloez 
obtained  the  oils  in  which  he  found  what  he  called  "  euca- 
lyptol  " ;  that  his  process  (with  certain  later  modifications) 
is  still  capable  of  yielding  a  fairly  reliable  commercial 
eucalyptol,  known  in  the  market  and  in  the  latest  chemical 
and  pharmaceutical  text-books  under  that  designation  ;  that 
it  was  from  Australian  oil  that  the  eucalyptol  was  obtained, 
which  I  stated  several  years  ago  was  fully  3^  times  more 
powerful  than  carbolic  acid  as  a  bacterial  antiseptic  ;  and  that 
Australia  supplies  quite  eleven-twelfths  of  the  (genuine) 
eucalyptus  oils  consumed  in  Europe  ;  we  have  only,  1  say,  to 
bear  these  little  points  in  mind,  in  order  to  arrive  at  the 
conclusion  that  it  does  not  much  matter  what  may  or  may 
not  be  contained  in  that  other  duodecimal  fraction  of  the 
world's  supply  of  ^eucalyptus  oil,  when  we  are  so  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  good  qualities  of  all  the  rest. 

I  must  briefly  make  a  few  minor  corrections  before  I  finish. 
In  the  first  place  we — that  is  to  say  no  chemists,  either 
British  or  Continental — have  even  yet  any  really  accurate 
knowledge  of  what  is  and  is  not  "  eucalyptol  "  ;  certainly  a 
stearoptene  which  is  "  absent  from  the  product  of  the  Aus- 
tralian "  oil  seems,  on  the  jjrimd-facie  evidence  tendered, 
scarcely  worthy  of  the  appellation  whice  Cloez  is  said  to 
have  given  to  something  else. 

Secondly,  I  did  not  mention  Mr.  J.  Bosisto's  name  in  my 
former  letter,  and  therefore  cannot  be  said  to  "  take  his 
part,"  especially  as  I  myself  have  no  commercial  interest  in 
eucalyptus  oil  either  directly  or  indirectly,  while  Mr.  Bosisto 
himself  retired  from  the  firm  of  "  Bosisto  &  Co."  some  time 
back. 

Thirdly,  the  statement  that  the  eucalyptus  problem  "  has 
been  definitely  solved  "  by  Wallach,  or  others,  is,  to  say  the 
least,  quite  premature,  and  I  have  reasons  for  believing  the 
Africo-Californian  "eucalyptol"  by  no  means  a  definite 
body. 

Professor  FUickiger  is,  as  we  are  all  eager  to  admit,  a  very 
accomplished  scientist,  but  that  his  report,  within  certain 
prescribed  lines,  upon  a  tin  of  oil  could  give  anything  more 
than  a  little  generally  interesting  matter  for  perusal  I  must 
respectfully  deny. 

Finally,  to  convince  them  of  "  their  mistake,"  if  they  have 
made  any,  it  is  only  necessary  to  send  one  duly-authenticated 
samples,  experimental  data,  and  literary  memoranda  which 
may  be  appropriate  to  the  case,  when  the  error  will  be 
frankly  admitted  by  all  "  our  English  friends,"  including. 
Yours  faithfully, 

W.  Lascelles-Scott. 
Chemical  and  Physical  Laboratories, 
Forest  Gate,  Essex,  June  22. 


Liquor  Eastoni  Concent.  (Martindale). 

Sir, — Keferring  to  the  correspondenc3  anent  the  above 
subject  in  your  last  week's  issue,  allow  me  to  state  that  my 
experience  of  the  liquor  differs  in  some  important  respects 
from  that  of  Mr.  Doran.  Having  had  occasion  to  make  a 
supply  last  December,  I  was  greatly  surprised  to  find  on  the 
following  morning  nothing  but  a  congealed  mass  in  the 
bottle.  This  I  subjected  to  the  heat  of  a  water-bath,  when 
solution  was  effected ;  but,  when  allowed  to  cool,  it  again  re- 
turned to  the  solid  state.  Believing  over- concentration  to 
be  the  cause  of  this,  I  diluted  to  1  in  8,  but  with  the  same 
result.  I  further  diluted  to  the  strength  stated  in  the  1884 
edition,  the  result  in  this  case  also  being  the  same.  In  this 
condition  the  liquor  has  remained  till  now. 

On  reading  the  correspondence  in  your  last  week's  issue  it 
occurred  to  me  to  again  heat  the  congealed  liquor.  On  this 
occasion  it  has  remained  in  a  liquid  state  for  several  days, 
and  as  yet  shows  no  signs  of  congealing.  From  this  it  would 


appear  that  the  temperature  exercises  a  decided  influence 
upon  the  solubility  of  the  constituents  of  the  liquor.  Perhaps 
others  with  experience  in  the  matter  may  be  able  to  throw 
some  light  upon  the  subject.  I  am,  &c., 

Edinburgh,  June  23.  A.  G.  Bettce. 


Chemists'  Bisks. 

Sib, — The  report  of  an  action  for  damages  against  a 
chemist  at  Leeds,  given  in  your  journal  of  June  25,  though 
similar  to  that  of  the  local  papers,  requires  further  explana- 
tion, which  with  the  facts  supplied  to  me  I  will  endeavour 
to  give,  in  order  that  your  readers  may  learn  the  responsi- 
bility which  hangs  over  the  retail  chemist. 

The  plaintiff  sent  a  young  woman  to  the  defendant's  about 
12.30  P.M.,  and  the  porter  was  asked  for  "  a  pennyworth  of 
tincture  of  steel."  He  called  his  master,  who  was  at  dinner, 
and  repeated  the  order.  Mr.  Wood  went  to  the  counter,  and, 
addressing  the  messenger,  said,  "  A  pennyworth  of  tincture 
of  steel  ?  "  to  which  she  replied  "  Yes."  Accordingly  this 
was  supplied,  properly  labelled,  wrapped  up,  and  handed  to 
her.  About  half  an  hour  afterwards  she  returned,  and  said 
she  did  not  want  tincture  of  steel,  but  tincture  of  myrrh. 
The  tincture  of  steel  was  emptied  out  and  tincture  of  myrrh 
given.  She  then  asked  if  the  other  stufE — meaning  the 
tincture  of  steel— would  hurt  her.  She  was  told  "No;" 
and  being  asked  how  much  had  been  taken,  replied  about 
twenty  drops  on  sugar.  Nothing  further  was  heard  of  the 
matter  for  three  or  four  weeks,  when  the  plaintiff  herself 
went  into  the  shop,  dropped  upon  a  chair,  and  stated  that 
she  had  been  seriously  affected  by  the  "  stuff  "  sent  in  mis- 
take, which  had  produced  sickness,  vomiting,  and  many  other 
ailments.  She  subsequently  sent  a  demand  for  10/.  10s., 
which  was  afterwards  increased  to  16  guineas,  to  recover 
which  the  action  was  commenced. 

The  whole  of  the  facts  were  stated  in  Court  for  the 
defendant,  and  it  is  therefore  a  surprise  that  the  verdict 
should  have  been  given  for  the  plaintiff,  and  particularly  as 
it  carries  such  a  sum  for  damages  and  costs,  making  the 
defendant's  total  costs  between  301.  and  40/.  If  such  cases 
are  allowed  to  pass  unobserved,  every  retail  chemist  may  be 
harassed  by  anyone  wishing  to  make  capital  out  of  him. 
This  is  one  of  the  cases  which  an  organisation  like  the 
Chemists  and  Druggists'  Trade  Association  would  no  doubt 
have  taken  up  if  the  members  of  the  trade  had  subscribed  to 
its  funds  ;  but  as  a  new  trial  would  probably  cost  nearly  100/.,  it 
is  evident  that  in  the  present  state  of  the  finances  help  cannot 
be  obtained  from  that  quarter.  Under  these  circumstances, 
the  defendant  feels  that  he  must  pay  the  costs  and  damages 
rather  than  fight  the  battle  through,  though  by  so  doing  he 
is  leaving  an  unfortunate  precedent  for  the  future. 

I  am,  sir,  yours  respectfully, 

Leeds,  June  27.  Edwin  Yewdall. 

[While  giving  publicity  to  this  explanation  of  the  circum- 
stances, it  is  necessary  to  remember  that  the  Judge  of  the 
Leeds  County  Court  who  had  this  statement  before  him 
formed  an  opinion  in  favour  of  the  plaintiff's  statement.  We 
mention  this  in  order  to  disclaim  any  intention  of  impugning 
the  verdict.  But,  as  Mr.  Yendall  points  out,  the  case  illus- 
trates very  forcibly  the  desirability  of  some  organisation 
which  shall  ensure  for  chemists  the  opportunity  of  a  thorough 
defence  in  all  attacks. — Ed.  C.  4'  -D.] 


DISPENSING  NOTES. 


ITTie  opinion  of  practical  readers  is  invited  on  suhjects  dis- 
cussed under  this  heading.'] 

Liq..  Opii  Sedativ. 
Messrs.  Battley  4-  Watts,  of  32  Lower  Whitecross  Street, 
E.C.,  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  "  Inquirer  "  to  the  paper  on 
the  subject,  by  Messrs.  Henry  Deane  and  Henry  B.  Brady, 
in  which  it  is  said  that  "  the  microsopic  slides  of  Battley's 
Sedative  present  an  almost  opaque  mass  of  crystals  of 
morphine  salts  and  codeine,  with  a  very  small  proportion  of 
narcotine  (and  meconic  acid?),  and  complete  absence  of 
resinous  matter  and  narceine.  Anyone  who  has  studied  the 
microscopic  characters  of  this  preparation  will  readily  under- 
stand how  it  has  kept  its  place  with  the  profession  in  spite 
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of  the  cheap  imitations  which  have  been  so  largely  puffed  as 
substitutes  for  it.  They  experimented  with  a  view  to  pre- 
paring a  similar  liquor,  but  did  not  arrive  at  an  identical 
result.'' 

Other  samples  examined  by  Messrs.  Deane  and  Brady  were 
also  remarkably  dissimilar  from  the  true  "  Battley."  With 
these  facts  before  "  Inquirer,"  Messrs.  Battley  &  Watts  re- 
mark that  he  can  use  his  own  discretion  as  to  which  prepara- 
tion he  should  use. 


Sir, — There  should  be  little  difficulty  in  replying  to  the 
query  of  your  correspondent.  When  liquor  opii  sedativus  is 
ordered,  the  preparation  by  Battley's  process  is  intended. 
The  above  was  the  name  given  to  it  by  the  late  Richard 
Battley,  and  although  many  makers  have  called  their  prepara- 
tion by  this  name,  they  are  so  widely  different  from  each 
other  that  much  inconvenience  and  disappointment  has 
arisen,  alike  to  the  physician,  the  dispenser,  and  the  retailer. 

12  Wilson  Street,  Finsbury,         Yours  truly, 

June  28.  W.  E.  Heathfield. 


SiE, — When  the  above  is  ordered  we  always  use  "  Battley's," 
whether  indicated  as  such  or  not ;  indeed,  we  keep  no  other. 
This  preparation  acquired  its  reputation  through  the  special 
merits  of  Battley's  production,  and  we  therefore  consider 
that  his  should  be  used  unless  the  name  of  another  maker  is 
appended,  which,  in  our  experience,  we  do  not  remember  to 
have  occurred.  Yours  truly, 

Glaucoma.  (122/14.) 


Sir, — I  have  always  found  that  the  chemists  with  whom 
I  have  lived  have  made  this  preparation  themselves.  The 
form  has  often  been  published,  and  the  only  variations  I 
have  seen  have  been  the  use  of  chalk  instead  of  slaked  lime 
by  some,  and  the  addition  of  a  little  sherry  by  others. 

Yours  truly, 

Heder.  (121/34.) 


Creasote  Pills. 
Sir, — Will  you,  or  any  of  your  numerous  readers,  kindly 
tell  me  how  the  following  prescription  should  be  dispensed : — 

Creasoti  lUxij. 

Bismuthi  alb  gr.  xlriij. 

Morph.  mur.   . .       . .       . .       . .       . .    gr.  ij. 

Olei  tlieobromEe  and  syrupi  simpl  q.s. 

M.  et  div.  in  pil.  xij. 

Yours,  &c. 

Belcher.  (122/1.) 
[Melt  12  grains  of  oil  of  theobroma  and  mix  the  creasote 
with  it,  then  add  the  morphia  and  bismuth  and  mass  with 
tragacanth  aided  by  a  little  powdered  soap  and  syrup.] 


Liq..  Quinse. 

Sir,  —  I  remember  many  years  ago  a.  liquor  quinse 
amorph.,  made,  I  think,  by  WhifEen.  Perhaps  the  prescrip- 
tion given  by  "  X.  Y.  Z.  "  on  June  18  is  an  old  one,  referable 
to  a  date  when  quinine  was  very  dear. 

Yours  truly,  Heder.  (121/34.) 

[Mr.  WhifEen  informs  us  that  he  is  not  the  maker  of  the 
preparation.  We  have  been  informed  that  Messrs.  Bullock 
&;  Co.  used  to  make  a  preparation  with  a  similar  name.] 


Vinum  Aloes. 

Sir, — I  should  be  glad  to  know  what  vin.  aloe.s  should  be 
used  in  dispensing.  I  have  used  both  the  B.P.  and  P.L. 
preparations,  but  my  castomer  complains  it  is  not  the  same 
as  supplied  by  London  houses. 

Perplexed. 


LEGAL  QUEEIE8. 

63/120.  Chemist's  Assistant. — There  is  no  probabihty  that 
the  Early  Closing  Bill  (formerly  called  the  Shop  Hours  Bill) 
will  pass  this  session.  The  Shop  Hours  Regulation  Act, 
which  prohibits  the  employment  in  shops  for  longer  than 


seventy-four  hours  per  week,  inclusive  of  neal  limes,  cf 
persons  under  eighteen  years  of  age,  passe i  last  jear,  and 
applies  to  chemists  as  well  as  to  all  other  traders. 


20/122  W.  S—If  you  will  look  through  the  last  half- 
dozen  numbers  of  this  journal,  you  will  learn  all  we  can  tell 
you  about  the  "  corn  and  wart  "  question.  We  have  several 
times  stated  that  the  Board  regard  the  term  "  eradicator  " 
as  implying  a  recommendation.  The  balsam  of  horehound 
label  clearly  makes  the  preparation  liable,  because  you  say 
"  for  coughs." 


25/122.  P.  V. — A  10s.  licence  is  required  for  use  of  a  still. 
See  Diary. 


53/122.  S.  L. — There  has  never  been  any  objection  on  the 
part  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  the  use  of  their  coat 
of  arms  by  any  one,  member  of  the  Society  or  not.  It  is 
doubtful  how  far  an  exclusive  right  in  arms  could  be  main- 
tained, but  we  do  not  expect  the  Society  to  try  the  question. 
Strictly  speaking,  the  right  to  use  these  particular  arms 
belongs  to  the  Society  in  its  corporate  capacity  only.  It  is 
probable,  however,  that  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  could 
claim  two  guineas  annually  from  any  person  using  such 
armorial  bearings. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIEIE8. 
117/23.  JEsculap.—^o  Clean  a  White  Straw  Hat. — First 
wash  the  hat  in  warm  soapy  water  containing  soda,  then  soak 
about  twenty  minutes  in  a  solution  of  oxalic  acid  and  salt  of 
tartar.  Take  out,  well  wash  in  water,  let  it  dry  in  the  air, 
and  finally  give  it  a  good  steaming  with  burning  sulphur  in  a 
closed  chest. 


121/21.  H.  Bav'i/.—'E.eTh  Beer  Extract— The  following 
formulEe  are  from  volume  xxix. : — (1)  Extract  of  liquorice  and 
gentian  root,  of  each  ~  oz. ;  horehound  and  hops,  of  each  1  oz. ; 
ginger,  2  oz.  Boil  the  first  three  ingredients  in  a  pint  of 
water  down  to  15  oz.,  then  add  the  others  and  infuse  for  two 
hours.  Strain,  and  when  cold  add  oil  of  wintergreen  mxv. ; 
rectified  spirit,  2  oz. ;  glycerine,  3  oz. ;  previously  mixed. 
(Z)  Chamomile  flowers,  1  oz. ;  sassafras  and  quassia,  of  each 
^oz. ;  liquorice  juice  (powdered),  2  oz.;  boracic acid,  1  drachm  ; 
water,  q  s.  Infuse  the  first  three  ingredients  in  15  oz.  of 
boiling  water  for  two  hours,  and  strain  off  as  much  as  possible. 
Dissolve  the  other  ingredients  in  5  oz.  of  water  by  the  aid  of 
heat,  and  add  to  the  infusion.  After  standing  over  night 
to  deposit,  decant  the  clear  portion,  filter  the  remainder,  and 
add  sufficient  water  to  make  one  pint. 


121/15.  Arthur. — You  will  find  the  conditions  for  election 
as  a  Fellow  of  the  Chemical  Society  detailed  in  our  last 
volume,  page  214.  To  become  a  Fellow  of  the  Institute 
of  Chemistry  the  applicant  must  previously  have  been  an 
associate.  You  may  become  an  associate  by  passing  a  strin- 
gent examination  in  practical  chemistry,  and  show  that  you 
have  passed  through  a  course  of  three  years'  study  of  theo- 
retical and  analytical  chemistry,  physics,  and  elementarj" 
mechanics.  After  being  elected  an  associate  you  must  be 
continuously  engaged  for  three  years  in  the  study  and  prac- 
tical work  of  applied  chemistry  before  you  can  be  elected  a 
fellow. 


120/22.  P.  IT.  B. — You  will  observe  from  the  paragraph  on 
page  543  of  last  volume  that  19  per  cent,  is,  according  to  a 
Government  analysis,  the  amount  of  potassium  chlorate  in 
Lamplough's  saline.  Thanks  for  the  label,  which  is  clearly 
not  liable. 


120/13.  Calcium. — In  the  formula  for  syr.  soda3  liypophos. 
and  syr.  calc.  hypophos.  in  the"  Art  of  Pharmacy,"  syrup  should 
be  added  to  80  oz.,  not  8,  as  incorrectly  stated.  The  syrups 
so  made  contain  1  grain  in  each  fluid  drachm.  Dissolve  the 
hypophosphite  of  lime  in  9  oz.  of  cold  water. 
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119/61.  Pater. — FormulEe  for  preparations  of  the  nature  of 
Infants'  Comfort  will  be  found  on  pp.  121,  343,  and  372  of 
last  volume. 


121/43.  InqvArer  sends  the  following  formula  for  a 
Depilatory,  which  he  has  been  asked  to  compound  : — 

"  Take  of  fresh-burned  quicklime  30  grammes.  Slake  it 
with  15  grammes  of  water ;  add  to  this  slaked  lime  about 
60  grammes  of  water  to  form  a  soft  dough  or  paste ;  into 
this  paste  direct  a  stream  of  hydrothionic  acid  gas  until  the 
paste  will  not  absorb  any  more  of  it  ;  then  add  70  grammes 
of  starch  sugar,  and  3  grammes  of  essential  oil  of  citron." 

"Hydrothionic  acid  gas"  is  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  and 
^'  starch  sugar  "  is  glucose.  The  preparation  is  similar  to  others 
used  as  depilatories,  except  that  it  must  be  used  fresh,  and  that 
after  passing  sulphuretted  hydrogen  through  it  for  a  long 
time  comparatively  little  calcium  sulphide  is  formed.  The 
best  method  for  preparing  the  depilatory  is  to  slake  the  lime, 
and  when  cold  sift  it.  Place  the  powder  in  a  wide-mouthed 
bottle,  and  add  the  water  to  make  a  paste.  Generate  sulphu- 
retted hydrogen  from  ferrous  sulphide  and  dilute  sulphuric 
acid,  and  convey  it  by  means  of  a  bent  glass  tube  to  the 
bottom  of  the  lime  paste.  Allow  the  gas  to  act  upon  the 
lime  for  an  hour  or  two  before  incorporating  the  other 
ingredients. 


119/38.  Gcijus  (Emmerich). — You  will  find  a  formula  for 
Butter  Colouring  in  last  volume,  p.  248.  The  watery  colour- 
ing is  made  by  dissolving  1  oz.  oE  annatto  (cut  small)  and 
^  oz.  of  carbonate  of  potash  in  20  oz.  of  boiling  water.  When 
cold,  filter  the  solution. 


119/58.  Nero. — Tlie  formula  for  preparing  spt.  ammon. 
nrom.  in  the  cold  was  published  in  this  journal  of  January, 
1886,  p.  16.  It  is  unnecessary  to  republish  it,  as  all  that  is 
required  in  making  a  gallon  of  the  spirit  is  to  place  the  B.P. 
quantities  of  the  first  five  ingredients  and  29.t  oz.  of  water  in 
a  2-gallon  jar,  and  shake  occasionally  until  dissolved. 


120/64.  A  Friend. — Please  refer  to  this  year's  Diary  for 
information  regarding  piU-coating  machinery.  In  future  send 
your  name. 


122/26.  W.  B.  Preservation  of  Milk.~A  small 
tea-spoonful  of  powdered  boracic  acid  is  suflicient  for  the 
preservation  of  a  gallon  of  new  milk.  The  powder  which 
you  send  is  a  common  rouge. 


122/3.  Grateful. — Bay  Ehum  is  now  generally  perfumed. 
Use  the  smallest  possible  quantity  of  otto  of  rose  or  ylang- 
ylang  (preferably  the  latter)  for  this  purpose.  For  Bunions 
an  excellent  application  is  a  plaster  composed  of  salicylic 
acid,  3j. ;  soap  plaster,  ^iss.  Spread  on  chamois  leather,  and 
direct  a  fresh  plaster  a  little  larger  than  the  bunion  to  be 
applied  every  week. 


122/12.  J.  0.  S. — We  gave  a  formula  for  Quinine  Hair 
"Wash  on  June  4,  page  700. 


122/4.  Aviary. — When  bee-keepers  work  with  the  hives, 
they  protect  their  faces  with  a  gauze  veil.  The  hands  are 
sometimes  washed  with  a  solution  of  carbolic  acid  and 
ammonia,  perfumed  with  eucalyptus  oil. 


120/61.  A'pprentice. — There  is  no  remedy  for  the  fluores- 
-cence  on  the  glass,  which  is  the  result  of  faulty  manufacture. 


120/61.  CiiWc  7lci(Z  (Mussoorie).— The  labels  on  syphons 
are  etched  into  the  glass  by  the  sand-blast,  and  cannot  be  re- 
moved. A  good  ginger-ale  flavour  (to  be  added  to  the 
ginger  essence)  is  made  by  mixing  tincture  of  fresh  lemon 
peel,  4  oz.,and  essence  of  vanilla,  ti^xx.  One  part  of  this  to 
be  added  to  3  parts  of  the  essence  of  ginger.    Good  flavours 


are  also  made  by  the  judicious  combination  of  artificial 
essences,  such  as  pine-apple  and  pear,  with  natural  essences. 


120/36.  T.  B.  S. — Tinotura  Benzoini  Simplex  is  a  simple 
solution  of  1  part  of  benzoin  in  5  parts  of  rectified  spirit. 


120/36.  F.  5.— The  Hair  Dye  recipe  given  on  page  642 
has  had  considerable  reputation,  and  we  are  surprised  to  hear 
that,  while  imparting  an  excellent  colour  to  the  hair,  the 
colour  disappears  on  washing.  This  may  not  be  the  case  if 
the  silver  solution  is  first  applied  to  the  hair  and  then  the 
mordaunt.  The  following  is  the  formula  for  a  celebrated 
French  hair  dye : — 

Solution  No.  1. 

Nitrate  of  silver   40  grains 

Sulphate  of  copper    i  .> 

Solution  of  ammonia       ...       ...     3  drachms  or  q.s. 

Distilled  water    2^  oz. 

Solution  No.  2. 

Sulphide  of  sodium    1  drachm. 

Distilled  water  2^  oz. 

The  odour  of  this  dye  may  be  objected  to,  but  it  does  not 
last  long  after  being  applied  to  the  hair. 


120/11.  A.  B. — The  blue  colour  of  lantern  slides  is  made 
by  adding  solution  of  alizarine  blue  to  the  varnish  used. 
Steel  is  best  electroplated  with  silver  by  the  ordinary  process — ■ 
that  is,  with  a  battery  and  a  solution  of  cyanide  of  silver. 
You  will  find  a  formula  for  a  silvering  powder  in  our  issue  of 
January  22,  page  114. 


119/62.  S.  W.  H. — -You  can  make  a  permanent  emulsion 
for  your  "  dummy  "  bottles  of  milk  of  roses  from  either  of  the 
recipes  given  last  week,  omitting  the  perfumes.  The  first 
one  would  suit  your  purpose  well,  so  far  as  cheapness  is  con- 
cerned. 


120/15.  O.  P.  Johnson. — Alkanet  Hoot  is  a  satisfactory 
colouring  agent  for  a  mixture  of  carbolic  acid,  turpentine, 
camphor,  and  chloroform. 


Books. 

119/41.  J.  L.  ^-  Co. — You  should  consult  one  of  the 
various  books  on  massage  which  are  published,  such  as 
Murrell's  "  Massage"  (Lewis,  3«.  6(^.),  or  the  lectures  on  the 
subject  by  Dr.  Stretch  Dowse  (Grifiith,  Farren  &  Co.,  2*.  M.^. 

122/14.  Glaucoma. — Eye  Diseases. — Books  by  the  follow- 
ing authors  are  published  by  the  firms  and  at  the  prices 
named  : — Mr.  Brudenell  Carter's  "  Practical  Treatise"  (Mac- 
millan,  16«.);  Dr.  J.  R.  Wolfe's  "Diseases  and  Injuries" 
(Churchill,  21s.)  ;  WiUiams  on  "  Diseases  "  (Lippincott,  21s.)  ; 
Jabez  Hogg  on  "Cataract,  &c."  (BailHere,  2s.  Qd.);  Dr.  H. 
Power  on  "The  Bye  and  Sight"  (Cassells,  3s.  Qd.).  You 
cannot  be  wrong  with  Carter's  or  Wolfe's  works. 


Information  "Wanted. 

{Replies  to  the  following  requests  are  solicited  ly  Correspon- 
dents o/The  Chemist  and  Dbuggist.] 
118/59.  Formula  for  Conj;reve's  elixir, 
119/38.  Makers  of  ethereal  extract  of  annatto. 
120/11.  American  ink  ;  where  procurable. 
56/122.  Makers  of  boric  acid. 

Simple  Test  fob  Gold. — Take  a  piece  of  flint  and  rub  it 
against  the  metallic  object  to  be  tested,  until  the  latter  leaves 
a  sufficiently  marked  trace  upon  the  stone.  Upon  bringing 
the  flame  of  a  sulphur  match  in  contact  with  the  spot,  the 
latter  will  remain  intact  if  it  has  been  made  with  gold,  but 
will  disappear  if  the  contrary  be  the  case. 


